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Continuing In The Covenant God Made With Us In Baptism 
 

In the Annual Report I talked about taking my ‘mission statement’ for the year from the Rite of Affirmation 

of Baptism: Continuing in the covenant God made with us in baptism.  In this article, and those for the next 

few months, I will elaborate on this statement together with the “bys” (i.e. by living among God’s faithful 

people; by hearing God’s word and sharing in the Lord’s supper, etc.). 
 

As far as mission statements go, this one has it’s advantages.  First of all, it’s only ten words long and there-

fore pretty easy to memorize.  The experts say that we should be able to sum up the purpose of our organi-

zation in eight words or less.  Ten is close. 
 

Second, it’s broad enough to welcome just about anyone under its umbrella – except Quakers.  Quakers 

don’t baptize.  My Step-Mom is a Quaker.  I hope she’s not offended. 
 

But the greatest strength of this statement is that it calls us to continue in covenant.  The beauty of a cove-

nant is that it’s not a contract.  This confuses many of us.  The thesaurus suggests that a synonym for cove-

nant is contract.  It’s not.  While a contract does help parties come together in agreement, its larger function 

is to lay out the rules for parties to part when there is disagreement.  The purpose of a covenant, on the other 

hand, is to bring people together.  It comes from the same origin as the word convene, which means just 

that: come together.  A contract is about rules.  A covenant is about a relationship. 
 

For me then, continuing in the covenant God made with us in baptism is about striving to be in relationship 

with God, a relationship that was formed when we were baptized, long before most of us even had any say 

in the matter.  All a relationship requires is a commitment to remain in that relationship, not a following of 

any rules, rites, or requirements.  As it turns out, this relationship is strengthened, not by the hours spent on 

our knees, but by our time and energy spent on and given to one another – and I think that’s pretty cool!  

But I’ll have more to say on that in future articles. 
 

Finally, I should say that I’m not sure this is a good mission statement for the congregation to take on and 

share with the world.  Like I said in my Annual Report, it’s sounds too religious.  Words like covenant and 

baptism hold little meaning for our neighbours anymore.  Even the word God can mean many different 

things to different people.  There is no clear consensus on such things anymore – if there ever was to begin 

with. 
 

But I like it for us – at least for me, anyway.  It reminds me about the purpose of the church and gives me 

strength for the energy and commitment it takes to keep it all going.  Relationship.   
 

If anyone has any gifts for changing the wording of this statement so that it might speak to others outside 

the church, I welcome your input.  Next month: Living In Relationship With God’s Faithful People 
 

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Brian 

   From the Pastor 
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Next Council  

Meeting will be  

February 18, 2014  

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

The deadline for the 

February issue of  

Family Doings is 

January 24, at  

5:00 p.m.   
 

Our Church 
 

Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessi-

ble building. 

 

Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Brian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism (for yourself or 

your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church Office 416-783-3570.  

 

Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to inform the church of-

fice. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you. 

 

Funeral Planning: We grieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your earliest conven-

ience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements. 

 

The Church Council met on Tuesday, January 21, with a full 
agenda as there are many priorities at this time of year,  Annual 
meeting preparation, Nominating Committee review and financial 
details.  
 
The attendance at the Annual meeting was very good, and we eas-
ily reached quorum. The Narrative Budget was a big success and 
will become a part of Annual reporting. If you missed the Annual 
meeting and would like to know more about the Narrative budget 
please contact Pastor Brian or me. 
 
We are sorry to see Jordan Smith, Annemarie Dijkhuis and David 
Johnson leave Council. Their organizational and communication 
skills and their commitment will be greatly missed. Fortunately  
Jordan and David will continue on with committees. Rather than 
give up our Congregational Blue Jay game, we will try and  
coax Annemarie to help with her contacts.  
 
This year, we are again blessed with two new Council members, 
Peter Lutek and Felicia Narain. They have both been a big part of  
events at St. Ansgar over the years and we are looking forward to 
adding their skill and commitment to Council.    
 
In this issue of Family Doings there are many suggestions for all 
members of the congregation to follow their interests and use  their 
skills in ways that will help both St. Ansgar and others causes 
around the world.  
 
Anna McRae 
Church Administrator  

          Church Council Update 
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  Outreach and Evangelism Committee 
What’s your point? 

 

Growing up in a historically Christian family meant that I was really born into the Church.  At one point in 
my early life, I felt like Samuel in the Old Testament, being promised to God by my parents even before 
being born.  It did not go as far as being dropped off at church to live out my days in direct service to 
God, but I was brought to church to be baptised a month after I was born.  I was brought (sometimes 
forced) to church every Sunday for worship and Sunday school.  I was told to behave “Christian” like at 
all times (even though at that time I had no real idea what this actually meant beyond saying sorry). 
 

I really had nothing to compare to growing up.  I honestly did not get the deeper meaning behind the ser-
mons at church.  Sure, I understand what “love your neighbour as yourself” meant, but what does Christ 
dying in my stead actually mean? 
 

When I went to church, I saw other people there.  As a kid, I never felt that they were the same as me.  
They were adults, and the other kids in Sunday school were all there for the same reason as me…their 
parents brought them.  I felt that this Christian stuff was just words that my parents would throw at me. 
 

By the time I got to high school, I actually started thinking more for myself.  Some may say I was matur-
ing, but I think it was more rebelling.  It was anything to get away from what my parents were saying.  
This meant that Christianity was something that I needed to rebel against.  I have always been more sci-
entific in my process, so instead of just saying “No” to Christianity, I looked it up and tried to learn more 
about this to see if it meant anything and to find a way to logically rebel against it. 
 

I actually read books back in the day and this was good for my learning about this religion.  It was 
strange how a rebellion mindset started me down the path to a growth in faith.  Maybe I was more like 
Jonah than like Samuel.  In high school, I was able to connect with other Christians at school and we 
started a Christian fellowship group, which met weekly to share and grow together. 
 

During March break one year, I attended a Chinese youth gathering.  It was there that I finally realized 
that I was not alone.  Thousands of kids my age were packed into that auditorium.  I was NOT the only 
Christian kid in the world (beyond the few at school).  At that gathering, during the calling for people to 
reaffirm their faith, I walked forward.  It was during this public witness that I made a promise to God that I 
would not be ashamed to be a Christian. 
 

I feel this event marks the point in my life that I devoted myself to ministry for God.  Before this, I felt 
alone as a Christian.  I did not feel that there were others around me that understood what I was going 
through.  After this point, I had a faith group to grow with.  I wanted to share with others about this as 
well. 
 

I became quite active in my high school fellowship and even organized annual summer camp retreats 
where we joined with other high school fellowships.  At church I felt it was good to start and be a part of 
the English Ministry, which is the ministry in the Chinese church that would focus on English speaking 
people. 
 

In everything, the purpose was still the same, I wanted to have people experience the joy and happiness 
I found in God.  The world can get quite upsetting and depressing, but since I know where there is light, I 
should be making that light available to everyone.  “This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine!”  
Will you all shine your light to others with me? 
 

Alexander Mak 
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                                                          Young At Heart  

  

    Young at Heart meets once a month on the second  
    Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m unless otherwise   
    noted. We will no longer take a break in the winter or summer. 
                      

   February 12     Valentine’s Day theme 

       TED Video presentation and discussion 

 

           March 12   Alexander Mak 

       “Why a Computer Tablet?’ 

 

           April 10  Bill Weldon  - The Galapagos 

 

    May 8  Dr. Padraig Darby - Forensic medicine 

 

    June 12  Spring Luncheon    12 noon 

 
   The Young at Heart group welcomes entertaining and energizing presentations, such as 
    travelogues or talks on your work or hobbies. There are no doubt many skills and talents  
    that exist in the congregation. Please consider sharing your gifts with us.  
            
            Please contact Anna McRae in the church office to book your presentation.   
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    An Invitation to Join the Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild is an important ministry of service to the congregation of the church. In this church 
at the present time it has four main functions: 
 

i) Housekeeping 
ii) Decorating the worship space 
iii) Preparing the altar for Communion 
iv) Providing flowers 

 
The present few members of the Altar Guild usually do more than just one of these. They take seri-
ously their commitment to serving the congregation in this ministry. If you think you are able to give 
of some of your time and are motivated to participate in this way in the church please indicate this 
to me, on your time and talent form or to Anna McRae. 
 
Ann Fietz who is housebound at the present time was the most knowledgeable and dedicated  
volunteer and we miss her expertise in all of the aspects of this ministry. In order to reorganize and 
formalize some of the job descriptions of this ministry a meeting will be held in the near future and 
hopefully also introduce and instruct more members into the Guild. 
 
Traditionally only men were allowed to be the ones to take on this important aspect of service. 
(and still are in more traditional synods) What I mean to say is that even though it now looks like 
mostly women make up the membership men are also certainly welcome to serve in this way. 
 
Some brief notes about the tasks: 
Housekeeping involves cleaning and polishing the candlesticks, baptismal ware, vases, and 
keeping the Sacristy and Sanctuary space in good order. Ordering and possibly buying replace-
ment supplies when needed is also a part of this job. 
 
Decorating involves replacing the colours appropriate for the seasons and decorating the church 
for its different celebrations throughout the church year. This is a more physical and time consum-
ing task at certain times of the church year. 
 
Preparing for Communion means coming to church a little earlier and placing the needed ele-
ments in the worship space with the appropriate linens and vessels and then putting the same 
away after the service.  
 
Providing flowers is organized by turns each month. There is a flower budget and a refrigerator 
that helps keep flowers fresh for more than one week so the job is a very pleasant one if you like  
to buy and arrange flowers. Once arranged they can be placed on the altar by the one preparing 
the church for Communion if you cannot be present for a Sunday. 
 
Please prayerfully consider being part of this important ministry that quietly serves the  
congregation. 

 
Sandra Kaufman 
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                SHOP ‘TILL YOU DROP 

Or 

NOT!     

 

It is my belief that the world is divided into two types of people; those who just LOVE to shop 

and those who DON’T. 

 

Where do you fit in?  If, like me, you don’t particularly like say, grocery shopping, would you 

like it any better knowing that for every dollar you spend, you re-

ceive points for purchase?  And that those points are then put to 

good use at St. Ansgar?  I think it’s a great idea.  And for those of 

you who LOVE to shop, it’s a WIN/WIN! 

 

St. Ansgar has Air Miles Cards available for those who would like 

to volunteer in this ‘behind the scenes’ way.  In the past, Air Miles 

points have been used to pay for outings for the summer Vacation 

Bible Camp.  They can also be used to boost the Pastor’s discre-

tionary fund so that St. Ansgar can help people who are poor or in-

digent.  These points can be used for so may uses (maybe even to 

buy French Roast coffee for Coffee House).You can’t blame a girl 

for dreaming! 

 

If you have an Air Miles Card already, perhaps you could use the 

St. Ansgar card a few times each year to help out without serious 

damage to your bottom line.  I plan on using the Ansgar Air Miles Card when I shop at Metro. 

 

If you would like an Air Miles Card or more information on same,  

please contact Anna McRae at admin@stansgar.ca or phone her at (416) 783-3570 

or email me at carpenterdiann@rogers.com or phone me at (416) 698-3762. 

If you can’t reach me at my home number, please leave a message, I shall likely be grocery 

shopping at Metro. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

G. Diann Carpenter, 

Hospitality and Stewardship Chair. 

 

 

 



  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 4                                 P A G E  7  

        Olive Branch Annual Gala  

 

 

 
 

FIGHTING A LONG WAR, FACE-TO-FACE WITH AIDS 
 

Come to The Olive Branch for Children’s 9th Annual Gala Fundraising Dinner and Dance!  
 

Join Deborah McCracken-Nangereke, 33 year old Woodbridge resident,  
founder, and manager in Tanzania of The Olive Branch for Children charity  

as she speaks about the impact of the charity’s programs in Tanzania in 2013.   
The importance of the charity and its work has been widely recognized.   

In November 2011, Deborah was named as one of  
Chatelaine Magazine’s 2011 “Women of the Year” [Everyday Heroes Category].  

 

  WHEN:  Friday, February 28, 2014 
 
  WHERE:  Bellvue Manor, 8083 Jane Street, Vaughan. 
   Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:30 p.m.  

 

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!  
Tickets at $125.00 each [tax receipt issued for $65.00]  

 
For further information and tickets, please contact: 
Heidi Fiebig – 416-766-3052, justice4all@primus.ca  
                 or Anna McRae – 416-783-3570 
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    Voices for a Just Society -  Please Join Us 
Feb. 12, 7 – 9 p.m. 
Fairlawn Avenue United Church 
28 Fairlawn Ave.  (off Yonge Street) 
 

Join this ecumenical gathering for a presentation on the ODSP (Ontario Disability Supplement Program).  How 
important is this program in the lives of recipients?   
 

Are we doing enough to sustain the lives of those who need support in our community?  And what are the 
questions and issues of our more vulnerable Ontarians that we want to take forward into the coming elec-
tions?   
 

Your voice is needed as we tackle the critical issues that affect all of us.  If you can come, please contact Jan-
nie Mills (janniemills@rogers.com), and also please let Heidi Fiebig know (justice4all@primus.ca) – 416-767-
3052.  Thanks. 

           Women’s World Day of Prayer 
March 7, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Hosted by St. Ansgar Lutheran Church 
Committee Chair—Barbel Hauer 
 

On March the 7th North Toronto Churches will gather at St. Ansgar to celebrate the International Women’s 
World Day of Prayer. This year the prayers have been written by the women of Egypt. The theme is that 
Egypt’s Women refuse to be intimidated.                                   
 

St. Ansgar is the host this year, we will provide coffee & desserts following the service. Volunteers are 
needed to set up and clean up after coffee.  If you can help please call Barbel Hauer at 416-481-8484 or 
Anna McRae at 416-783-3570. 

                Mardi  Gras Pancake Supper 

        Volunteers needed!  

                Save the date! 

         Tuesday, March 4 

          Pancake Supper      
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                   Eastern Synod Covenant 
Covenant Concerning the Life and Ministry of the Eastern Synod, ELCIC 
 

After three months of discussion and deliberation the St. Ansgar church council passed a motion at the January 21, 2014 

meeting to sign the “Covenant Concerning the Life and Ministry of the Eastern Synod, ELCIC”. 

 

This document was created through 18 months of reflection and discus-

sion between congregations, the Bishop, synod council, and synod as-

sembly. If does not replace our bylaws or constitution but instead reaf-

firms the promises we have made to each other through these documents 

and makes it clear what our mutual expectations and responsibilities are 

as a congregation, pastor, Bishop, and Synod Council. 

 

The Covenant is available online at: 

http://easternsynod.org/ministries/ecumenical-and-multifaith/approved-

version/ 

 

or you can talk to Pastor Brian or Anna and they will be able to provide a 

copy for you. 

 

St. Ansgar and the Synod have a strong relationship and church council’s 

approval of this document reaffirms that relationship going forward. 

 

Jordan  

           Early Morning Liturgy 
 

          Leafless trees, 
 

           dark against a rosy dawn, 
 

           lift up bare branches 
 

           to the sky, 
 

           nature’s own Sursum Corda*: 
 

           “Lift up your hearts; 
 

           We lift them up unto the Lord” 
 

          *the opening phrase of the  

           communion liturgy in the 

           Latin Mass. 
           
            Glen Nelson 

            December 23, 2013 
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         December– January Rota Schedule 

 
If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please trade with another person on the list and inform the office 
so that the correct person is listed in the bulletin. Job descriptions are in the narthex. Thanks for your help!                                              

 Greeter Worship 

Assistant 

Reader Communion 

Assistant 
Ushers Altar  

Guild 

Coffee 

House 

Counters 

Feb 2 Diann 
Carpenter 

Diann 

Bestvater 

Phyllis Epp Albert 

Romkema 

David Lau 

& Elsie Ma 

Sandra 

Kaufman 

Elsie 

Duval 

Barbara  

Johnson &  

Louise  

Clunas 

Feb 9 Elsie Ma Barbel  

Hauer 

Gisela  

Gingras 

Alexander  

Mak 

Karl Hauer 

& Lisa 

Myers 

Diane 

Bestvater 

Jayne 

Wagner 
Phyllis Epp & 

Jan Woelfle 

Feb 16 Karl 

Hauer 

 

Lisa Myers David 

Veights 

Diann  

Carpenter 

Ruth 

Wiens& 

Ernie N. 

Mary 

Lutek 

Barbara 

Johnson 
June 

Weind 

Feb 23 David 

Johnson 

Leslie  

Porter 

Leah-Ann 

Lymer 

Albert 

Romkema 

Phyllis Epp 

& Jan 

Woelfle 

Barbara  

Johnson 

Diann 

Carpenter 

 

Elsie Duval 

& Christel 

Manraj 

Mar 2 Louise 

Hiltunen 

Elsie Ma Albert 

Romkema 

Lisa 

Myers 

Elsie Duval 

& Cindy 

Giroux 

Connie 

Weldon 

David & 

Carol Lau  
Louise H. 

& Ruth W. 

Mar 9 Elsie  

Duval 

Peter 

Lutek 

David 

Johnson 

Nancy  

Filzmaier 

Ian Moore 

& Marsha  

Bailey 

Leslie 

Porter 

Jordan & 

Carmen 

Smith 

June W. &  

Mary  

Lutek 

Mar 16 Barbara 

Johnson 

Albert 

Romkema 

Alexander 

Mak 

Elsie Ma Diane  

Bestvater 

&Louise H. 

Sandra 

Kaufman 

Lisa 

Myers 
Phyllis Epp 

& Cindy 

Giroux 

Mar 23 Diann 
Carpenter 

Jayne  

Wagner 

Michael 

Grupp 

Diane 

Bestvater 

David Lau 

& Karl 

Hauer 

Diane 

Bestvater 

Leah-Ann 

Lymer 
June  

Weind 

Mar 30 David 

Johnson 

David 

Veights 

Connie 

Weldon 

Elsie  

Duval 

Ruth 

Wiens & 

Lisa Myers 

Mary 

Lutek 

Jayne 

Wagner 
Christel M. 

& Barbara 

Johnson 

April 6 Louise 

Hiltunen 

Alexander  

Mak 

Nancy  

Filzmaier 

Michelle  

Fullerton 

Ernie N. & 

Carol Lau 

Barbara 

Johnson 

Elizabeth 

Narain 
Louise C. 

& Mary  

Lutek 

Apr 13 Elsie  

Duval 

Albert  

Romkema 

Ruth Wiens Peter 

Lutek 

Ian Moore 

& Marsha 

Bailey 

Connie 

Weldon 

Catherine 

Friesen 
Elsie D & 

Cindy 

Giroux 
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          Erika Wagner   Feb 2 
 William Weldon  Feb 8 
 Alberta Romkema  Feb 10
 Heidi Fiebig   Feb 11 
 Erik Clunas   Feb 12
 Christopher Giuliani  Feb 16
 Lauren Tanaka  Feb 16 
 Richard Tanaka  Feb 16 
 Vaiva Yaeger  Feb 16 
 Samantha Veights  Feb 24 
 Kim Yee   Feb 28 
  

    February  Birthdates 

 

  
          Shelly Lowe    Feb 1 
 Erik Clunas   Feb 3 
 Ruth Jensen   Feb 5  
 Jan Woelfle   Feb 14 
 Peter Lutek   Feb 18 
 Laura Wagner  Feb 18 
 Jayne Wagner  Feb 26 
    

 Baptismal Anniversaries  


