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Holy Week/Easter and Liturgical Renewal at St. Ansgar 
 

We have now gone through the first month of our Liturgical Renewal exercise/experiment at St. Ansgar as 
we seek to discover what Time For Renewal means for our worship life together.  Just as a reminder, the 
pattern of worship is: 
 

  First Sunday: Traditional Holy Communion Service, by the book 
  Second Sunday: Morning Prayer (contemplative, no Holy Communion) 
  Third Sunday: Holy Communion using non-traditional resources 
  Fourth Sunday: Education and Conversation with a very simple form of Holy Communion 
  Fifth Sunday (when there are five Sundays): Worship Lab (???) 

 

There are, as should be expected, a few kinks to iron out, but I very much appreciate how so many have 
participated in these services with an open mind and heart. 
 

Something this experience is teaching me is how difficult it is to pull myself out of the ruts of worship plan-
ning and leadership that I’ve carved over the last 19 years of my career.  This new system requires long 
term planning, which has never been my strong suit.   I’m stretching some muscles I haven’t used in a long 
time!   
 

One of the obstacles the Slaying Sunday Morning task force and Worship Committee have recognized is: 
What do we do about Holy Week and Easter?  You may have been feeling some anxiety about this your-
self! 
 

So, let me ease your mind.  Even though Easter this year falls on the Fourth Sunday of the Month (March 
27), it will not be a ‘lecture/conversation’ kind of Sunday.  You will recognize it as the great celebration of 
the Resurrection you know it to be.  To honour the Renewal experience, some aspects from the various 
services we’ve been trying will be incorporated, but none of it will detract from the great festival that Easter 
Sunday is.  
 

Palm Sunday (March 20) will incorporate the Procession of Palms outside (weather permitting) as we’ve 
done for many years.  What will be different about this service will be the Meal and Sending parts of the 
service, which, this year, will include aspects of the Maundy Thursday service of Holy Week, such as 
washing of the hands and stripping of the altar.  It was decided to take this approach because, for so many 
years now, very few people have been able to take part in the Maundy Thursday evening service.  Please 
note, as such, there will not be a Maundy Thursday service on the evening of March 24. 
 

There will be the traditional Good Friday service on the morning of March 25, and the Great Easter Vigil 
on Saturday night (March 26). 
 
So, things are a little different this year, but all of the changes are for one purpose only: striving for worship 
and a congregational life where the gospel of Jesus Christ is experienced, lived, known, and proclaimed 
among us! 
 
See you Sunday! 
Pastor Brian 

   From the Pastor 



 P A G E  2                  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  M A R C H  2 0 1 6  

Next Council  

Meeting will be  

March 1, 2016  

7:00 p.m. 
 

The next issue of 

Family Doings will 

be in the April - May 

issue. Deadline 

March 28, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Our Church 
 

Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessi-

ble building. 

 

Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Brian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism (for yourself or 

your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church Office 416-783-3570.  

 

Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to inform the church of-

fice. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you. 

 

Funeral Planning: We grieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your earliest conven-

ience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements. 

 

The last Church Council meeting was on Tuesday, January 12.  The next 
council meeting will be Thursday March 10, 2016.  
 

As the Annual Meeting was February 14, the first council meeting with the 
new Council has not taken place, so the new Executive of Council has not 
been selected. David Veights is continuing in the role of Chair of Church 
Council until the new chair is selected.  
 

A Property Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, March 2nd. A To-
Do List to prepare the parsonage for rental was created. St. Ansgar’s  
insurance coverage was reviewed. 
                                      
We are continuing to publish Worship Role Job Descriptions - this month - 
Usher. If you decide you want to try out any role, please call or email me in 
the office to be added temporarily to the Rota Schedule.  There will always 
be Time and Talent forms and Pledge forms in the narthex, so they can be 
completed when it suits you best.  
 

Many of you have already experienced the changes to the Sunday worship 
services  as described in the Annual Report. We are trying to incorporate 
the changes into the Rota Schedule. If you notice some area of worship 
without enough help please advise the office, Pastor Brian or a member of 
Council. Thanks for your help. 
 

A once a year Coffee House hosting is a great way to help out. Please sign 
up for your Annual Coffee House hosting if you have not yet done so. 
 

Please note all the upcoming activities and articles in this issue of Family 
Doings.  Your articles, poems, comments and suggestions are always  
appreciated.  
 

Anna McRae 

 
Church Administrator 
admin@stansgar.ca 

                                 Church Council 
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         Personal Message from Pastor Brian 
Dear members and friends of St. Ansgar: 
 
On Sunday, February 21 I made the sad announcement to the congregation that my wife Barbara 
and I have split up.  I’m writing this now because I know that many of you were not able to attend 
that service, and you may not have heard the news as of yet. 
 
The separation took place on February 12, but only after a very long process of working hard at 
making the relationship work.  This is not the outcome that I had hoped for, and I wish that it did not 
happen.  It was a decision that came from a desire to live authentically and with integrity, and I re-
spect Barbara’s choice.  Still, these last few weeks have been very hard. 
 
Many of you have reached out to me with warmth and support, and I am so thankful for that.  I’m 
sure I will continue to lean on your support for many weeks and months to come.  I’m asking for your 
patience and forbearance as I make this difficult transition to a new chapter in my life. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Brian 

               Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday        

Easter Lilies are requested for decorating the altar Saturday, March 26 and Sunday 

March 27. The lilies may be taken home after service on Easter Sunday. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Young At Heart  

  

               Young at Heart will begin meetings again from March to June, 
    once a month on the second Wednesday of the month at 12 
    noon. The exercise classes have moved to a new day but we  
    will continue to include lunch at our meetings for the spring. 
         
     March 9    Lunch & Catch up Conversation     
  

      April 13               David Veights—Guest Speaker 
 

      May 11           Alexander Mak—Guest Speaker 
 

     June 8        Spring Luncheon                     
    
   The Young at Heart group welcomes entertaining and energizing presentations, such as 

    travelogues or talks on your work or hobbies. There are no doubt many skills and talents  
    that exist in the congregation. Please consider sharing your gifts with us.             
            
            Please contact Anna McRae in the church office to book your presentation.   

                                        My Homeland 
 

         “ In your word O Lord is the spirit of life and light” 
         O Canada, you gave me, pilgrim, a healing homeland. 
         The beautiful Rocky mountains with their giving lakes. 
         The many thousands or millions of dazzling colourful 
                              leaves in Autumn 
 

          In great masses we came searching for a homeland. 
   
      I – we came with diligence, industry, hard working strength. 
              I – we are here to stay. 
              I – we are here to shine like the stars.  
              I – we that found freedom again. 
              I – we will never leave 
              
              O, you beautiful Canada, 
              You are my spirit of life and light. 
 

                                By Barbel Hauer  
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                Olive Branch Curling Bonspiel 

 
   The Olive Branch Charity 

         Curling Bonspiel 
             Saturday, March 12th 
                 Trisan Centre, 25 Dillane Dr., Schomberg 
                               (home of the King Curling Club) 
 

Two 6-end Jitney style games, with lunch, snacks & prizes 
 

              $50 per person ($25 charitable donation receipt) 
 

                   Faith Life Financial will match funds raised!! 

 

Early draw 9:15am and 12:45pm 

Late draw 11:00am and 2:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     The Olive Branch for Children works in remote communities in Tanzania. 

     By curling you are helping the most vulnerable. We focus on HIV/AIDS prevention and    

     care, early childhood education, food security and vulnerable children and women. 

  New curlers welcome! 

   Come at 8:15 am and   

  learn to curl beforehand 

For more information or an entry form visit our  

 website at: www.theolivebranchforchildren.org/ 

 under the “Events” section 
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                 Usher Role Job Description  

S t .  A n s g a r  W o r s h i p  P a r t i c i p a n t  J o b D e s c r i p t i o n  

    U s h e r  
This is what is expected of you in being an usher for the Sunday worship service: 

 
1. Arrive no later than 10:00 a.m. 
2. Light Altar candles by 10:15 a.m. 
3. Check that Offering Plates are ready. 
4. In the absence of a Greeter, please welcome people that you don’t know warmly. 
5. Distribute bulletins. 
6. Help visitors and members as required (locating washrooms, children’s area at the front 
     of the church, Parent and Child room, using elevator, assisted hearing equipment, etc.) 
7. Collect the offering. 
8. Advise the Sunday School teachers when communion is about to begin. 
9. Offer plastic communion cups for wine to people coming up for Holy Communion and any 
      other assistance they may require including directions to where to stand for communion. 
10. Do not turn off lights or sound in Sanctuary following worship when there are other 
      churches worshiping here on Sunday afternoon. 
11. After most people have departed pick up bulletins, straighten hymnals, take away any 
     objects left behind to the office and dispense with any trash. 
 
 

More Detail: 
 

 

Arrive no later than 10:00 a.m. It takes time to set everything up, and 
people begin arriving early for service. (This is especially true of visitors, 
who often arrive early because they are unsure of the location, availability 
of parking, etc.) 

 
Assisted Hearing Equipment is available for use. 

 
Altar Candles are lit about 10:15 a.m. During the Easter Season, and 
when there is a baptism, also light the Paschal Candle. 

 
Offering Plates are usually set out, but if not, they will be found stored in the middle cupboard of 
the long cabinet in the office. 

 
Bulletins are located on the table near the doors of the sanctuary. 
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Collect the Offering. The presiding minister will usually announce that “Our offering will now be 
received.” Each usher takes one of the offering plates from the table at the back of the church 
and passes it from the centre aisle, starting at the front row of the pews, on each side of the 
church. If attendance is high, you may wish to enlist an assistant from the congregation to stand 
in the outside aisle to receive the plate and pass it down the next aisle. If attendance is light, 
this assistance is unnecessary. 

 
Once the offering has been collected, it is brought to the front of the church along with the bread  
and wine for communion. The Communion Assistant helps with this. Give both offering plates to 
one usher to carry forward. The other usher and the assistant carry forward the communion bread 
and wine. When all three of you are ready, wait at the back of the church until the Pastor gives you 
a nod to proceed forward to the altar. The Pastor will take the collection plates and the Assisting 
Minister will take the bread to the altar. The Communion Assistant brings the wine to the altar. 
When this is completed the ushers return to the back of the church. 
 
Sunday School Children are presently summoned to return to their parents as soon as  
communion is about to commence. Please note a special request to change this timing. The 
Pastor would prefer that they be summoned during the collection of the offering so that they would 
be present for the Eucharistic Prayer. If possible, please recruit another person to alert the 
teachers and children to return to the sanctuary at this earlier time in the service. 

 
Holy Communion takes place after people move forward to form a semi-circle at the altar. After 
the Lord’s Prayer, when the pastor says, “The gifts of God for the people of God” go to the front 
pew to offer assistance. Let the first people to come forward know that they may move as far to the 
front as possible on either side so that as many persons as possible will fit into the semi-circle. 
During baptisms especially, the first people forward are usually guests and may be unfamiliar with 
the routine. Involve others to help with guiding visitors if needed. Be flexible and don’t forget to  
welcome and assist regular members too. 

 

Thank you very much for your service in ushering! 

Visitors are often unsure of the procedures in a new church, so if you see anyone you don’t 
recognize who is milling about uncertainly in the church, introduce yourself and ask them if they 
need assistance. The most common questions are location of the washrooms, and assistance with 
the elevator. If you are speaking to a visitor, take the opportunity to personally invite them to come 
to Coffee House after the service. 
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                      Olive Branch Annual Gala 

 

 ELEVENTH  ANNUAL GALA FUNDRAISING DINNER   
 

 
 

FIGHTING A LONG WAR, FACE-TO-FACE WITH AIDS 
Come and join Deborah McCracken-Nangereke, 35 year old Woodbridge resident,  

founder, and Tanzanian head of The Olive Branch for Children,  

at the 11th Annual Gala Fundraising Dinner and Dance.  Deborah will review the past decade in the 

Mbeya region of Tanzania, from the charity's beginnings and goals to the current state of affairs and 

outline the evolution, challenges and major direction of The Olive Branch for Children.  The impor-

tance of the charity’s  

activities was recognized, on a world scale in 2010 – Deborah was the only  

Canadian finalist in the international Rolex Awards for Enterprise 2010 Young  

Laureates Programme – and, in November 2011, was recognized as one of  

Chatelaine Magazine’s 2011 “Women of the Year” [Everyday Heroes Category].  
 

Friday, April 15, 2016  

Bellvue Manor, 8083 Jane Street, Vaughan.  

 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:30 p.m.  
 

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW—Tickets are $125.00 each.  -see Heidi Fiebig or 
You can buy your tickets on line by going to: www.theolivebranchforchildren.org 

 Go to the donation page, general donation, click (general donate now) and add a  

Gala indicator beside your name (e.g. G. ticket)  

 [tax receipt issued for $65.00 per ticket purchased]  

 

For more information contact us at: theolivebranch@rogers.com or ginettemc@gmail.com 
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           Olive Branch Sponsorship Update 
 

Serina Edwards, who St. Ansgar has sponsored for several years, took a special course in childhood 
education when she graduated from secondary school, is now working and consequently no longer 
needs our assistance.  
 
Thus St. Ansgar has chosen to sponsor Edrik, who has been at the Peace Home for the last 5 years 
and is in his late teens or early twenties. Deborah advised that with records the way they are in Tan-
zania it is difficult to know. Edrik is in Form IV at the Mswiswi Jakaya Kikwete Secondary School and 
is hoping to pass his national exams this year. If he passes, he will most likely go into teaching.  He 
is quiet, but solid.  He keeps his nose to the ground and is working hard for his future.  Although his 
English is not that great, he is managing at Secondary.  He is a serious young man and a great big 
brother to the rest of the children at the Peace Home. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We are also continuing our sponsorship of young Joseph, who is progressing well.   No doubt, Deb-
orah will be giving us an update on him when she visits us later this Spring. 
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Sunday, March 13, 2016 @ 12:30 p.m. 
 

Speaker: The Hon. Bob Rae 
Bob Rae will conclude the series with a look at key areas of public policy and the evolving political 
process. Bob Rae is a senior partner at Olthuis Kleer Townshend LLP, where he works with First 
Nations across Canada as legal counsel, advisor, and negotiator. He served as Ontario’s 21st  
Premier from 1990 to 1995 and Interim Federal leader of the Liberal Party in 2011-2013. He was 
named Queen’s Counsel in 1984, appointed to the Privy Council of Canada in 1998, named Officer 
of the Order of Canada in 2000, received the Order of Ontario in 2004 and companion of the Order 
of Canada in 2015. 
 
In addition to his legal practice, Bob teaches at the University of Toronto as a Distinguished Senior 
Fellow at the School of Public Policy and Governance. He has written five books, most recently 
“What Happened to Politics”.  
 
A light lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m. and the presentation will begin at 12:30 p.m. 
 
         All are welcome.                     Free admission.                    Location: 35 Lytton Blvd. 

               Compassionate Justice 

            Seniors Exercise Class at St. Ansgar 

The exercise classes at St. Ansgar are now held twice a week on Tuesday 
and Thursday at 1:15 p.m. in the narthex   
                               
                                 All are welcome!  
 

Both members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also members of the 
neighbouring community. If you know anyone that could benefit from these classes 
please tell them about it. The classes are provided by Baycrest Health Sciences at no 
cost to attendees. The classes focus on strength, endurance, flexibility, balance, relaxation 
and brain health.  
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          March - April   Rota Schedule 

 Greeter Worship 
Assistant 

Reader Communion 

Assistant 
Ushers Altar  

Guild 

Coffee 

House 

Counters 

Mar 6 
Traditional 

Eucharest 

Louise 

Hiltunen 

David 

Johnson 

Elisabeth 

Lunder 

Alexander 

Mak 

Karl Hauer & 

Elsie Ma 

Diane  

Bestvater 

Carol & 

David Lau 

Louise  

Hiltunen & 

Barbara 

Johnson 

Mar 13 
Morning  

Prayer 

Cindy 

Giroux 

Mary 

Lutek 

Peter  

Lutek 

N/A Ruth Wiens N/A Barbara 

Johnson 

Barbara 

Johnson 

Mar 20 

PALM  
Creative 

Eucharest 

Diann 

Carpenter 

Diane 

Bestvater 

Marsha 

Bailey 

Elsie Ma Barbara 

Johnson & 

Carol Lau 

Connie 

Weldon 

Elsie Duval June Weind 

& Christel 

Manraj 

Mar 27 

EASTER 
Education & 

Informal 

Eucharest 

Ann 

Manno 

David 

Veights 

David 

Johnson 

  

Diane 

Bestvater 

Alexander  

Mak & Elsie 

Ma 

Sandra 

Kaufman 

Diann 

Carpenter 

  

Phyllis Epp 

& Ruth 

Wiens 

April 3 
Traditional 

Eucharest 

David 

Johnson 

Peter 

Lutek 

Diane 

Bestvater 

Leslie Porter Marsha Bailey 

& Karl Hauer 

Mary Lutek Leah-Ann 

Lymer & 

Donna  

Valaitis 

Elsie Duval 

& Ruth 

Wiens 

April 10 
Morning  

Prayer 

Barbara 

Johnson 

Alexander 

Mak 

Elsie Ma N/A Elsie Ma N/A Jordan & 

Carmen  

Smith 

June Weind 

April 17 
Creative 

Eucharest 

Elsie 

Ma 

Leslie 

Porter 
Peter 

Lutek 

Alexander 

Mak 

Ruth Wiens & 

Carol Lau 

Barbara 

Johnson  

Jayne & 

Peter 

Wagner 

Cindy 

Giroux & 

Louise 

 Hiltunen 

April  24 
Education & 

Informal 

Eucharest 

Diann 

Carpenter 

Elsie Ma David 

Veights 

Peter Lutek Alexander Mak 

& Barbara 

Johnson 

Leslie 

Porter 

Catherine 

Friesen 

Louise  

Clunas & 

Mary Lutek 

If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please trade with another person on the list and 
 inform the office so that the correct person is listed in the bulletin. Thanks for your help!                                              

One Coffee House a Year at St. Ansgar.  
Individuals, families and groups in the congregation, not committed to providing Coffee 

House on a rotating basis, are asked to take responsibility for a Coffee House one Sunday 

during the year. Please sign up in the narthex. 

 

 

 

Speaker: The Hon. Bob Rae 
Interim Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada 2011-2013, 21st Premier of Ontario 

Sunday March 13th @ 12:30 

 

Bob Rae will conclude the series with a look at key areas of public policy and the evolving political process. Bob Rae is a senior partner at Olthuis Kleer 
Townshend LLP, where he works with First Nations across Canada as legal counsel, advisor, and negotiator. He served as Ontario’s 21st Premier from 
1990 to 1995 and Interim Federal Leader of the Liberal Party in 2011-2013. He was named Queen’s Counsel in 1984, appointed to the Privy Council of 
Canada in 1998, named an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2000, received the Order of Ontario in 2004 and Companion of the Order of Canada in 2015. 
 

In addition to his legal practice, Bob teaches at the University of Toronto as a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the School of Public Policy and Governance 
(SPPG). He has also written five books, most recently “What’s Happened to Politics”. 
  

A light lunch will be served at 11:45 am and the presentation will begin at 12:30 pm. All are welcome. Free admission. 
  

Listen to the presentations of past Compassionate Justice Speakers here. 

http://www.esgunited.org/Page/40/Compassionate-Justice
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 Diann Carpenter  March 1 
 Robert Lee   March 3 
 Maya Giuliani  March 4 
 Hope Dewan   March 7  
 Ernest Nielsen  March 13 
 Elizabeth Soutendam March 16
 Andrew Lowe  March 18  
 Michael Weldon  March 22
 Evan Hatanaka  March 23 
 Sherri Lee   March 23
 Niels Hansen   March 25 
 Conor Carpenter-Darby March 26 
 Elizabeth Hatanaka  March 26 
 Tiffany Misir   March 27 
 James Matemba  March 28 
 Linda Veights  March 28 

     March Birthdates 

  

 

  Leah-Ann Lymer  March 6  
 Mark Wettlaufer  March 6 
 Nicole Paroyan  March 12 
 Brian Fuerst   March 17 
 Jackson Giuliani   March 17 
 Jeremy Misir   March 22 
 Eneida Alleyne  March 25 
 Monica Zerbe  March 25 
 Robert Paroyan  March 26 
 Wendy Paroyan  March 30  

 Baptismal Anniversaries 


