From the Pastor

The Rev. Brian Wilker-Frey
1498 Avenue Road, Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

I like it when our religious observances line up with what is happening around us in nature. That’s
why there is no fixed date for Easter – it occurs on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the spring equinox. I find the connection between resurrection and the rising light to be satisfying at a very deep level.
The same is true, at least for us in the Northern Hemisphere, for the season of Advent. As the
light of each day gets shorter and shorter, we find ourselves waiting and longing for “the true light,
which enlightens everyone” to come into the world. In the face of darkness, we light a small candle. And as the darkness grows with each passing week, we light one more candle. It’s a small
act of defiance based on our faith that claims “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it!”
Vespers, or Evening Prayer, is another ancient tradition that boldly lights a candle and gives
thanks for the light even as the sun goes down. It is a daily service that takes place in many
Christian communities throughout the world but has been nearly lost as a daily practice among
most North American Lutherans. It seems to me that Advent is an appropriate season to reintroduce this practice, both as a learning opportunity and as an Advent spiritual disciple for our community.
In each of the Thursday evenings of Advent at 7:00 p.m. we will hold an Evening Prayer service
taken from the order of service in our hymnal. The texts will be from the previous Sunday’s texts,
which will help those readings form our Advent practice. Reflections will be offered that have
been prepared by the bishops of our Lutheran churches in Canada and the USA as well as their
Anglican and Episcopalian counterparts. It’s not a long service, but it is very meaningful.
There is much darkness in our world that will not be overcome by more darkness of violence and
brutality, as tempting as it is go up against such evil with more and more powerful weapons. Rather, as Jesus shows us, darkness can finally only really be overcome with light – the light of
peace and kindness and compassion. This will require much patience and courage on the part of
all people of good will. It doesn’t come easily or naturally. So we gather at services like Evening
Prayer to practice.
I hope you will consider making a weekly practice of Evening Prayer part of your Advent discipline
this year.
Peace,
Pastor Brian
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Church Council
The last Church Council meeting was on Thursday, November 17.
As Church Council prepares for the Annual Meeting, nominations for
Church Council become very important. Please prayerfully consider
using your talents on Church Council. Speak to current and former
members of Council to understand what Council is all about. Express
your interest to Pastor Brian or any member of Church Council. If you
are approached by the Nominating Committee please take some time
to listen and consider what they have to say.
A reminder that if you wish to complete a Pledge Form or a Volunteer
Commitment Form (Time and Talent form), the forms are in the narthex. The forms will also be available at the Stewardship dinner.

Next Council
Meeting will be
December 15, 2016
7:30 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the February
issue. Deadline
January 23, 5:00 pm

This year if we do not hear from you regarding a Pledge or Volunteer
Commitment Form we will understand it to mean you are no longer
able to participate in any of the worship and management roles that
are part of running the church. The reason for this change is that a
large number of people have asked to be left off our Volunteer list and
so we will not go back to any old forms or lists.
Have a safe and happy Advent season and a very merry Christmas.
Anna McRae
Church Administrator
admin@stansgar.ca

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Br ian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism (for your self
or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m the chur ch
office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Outreach and Evangelism
The right stuff

It is so difficult to not be affected by how our world has shaped up over the past month, especially after the US presidential elections. I am not going to chime in on what is right and what is wrong, there
has been plenty of discussions (at times heated) on this issue already. What I do think about is…


What am I doing right now?



Am I doing anything differently?



Am I all talk?

The poem, “The Place We Are Right” by Yehuda Amichai, that Pastor Brian shared with us in October
conjures up am image in my mind where if we stand firm on being right, then we will never move forward. Through “doubts and loves”, the world can have an opportunity to turn things over like a plow
to the earth.

The Place Where We Are Right
by Yehuda Amichai
From the place where we are right
Flowers will never grow
In the spring.
The place where we are right
Is hard and trampled
Like a yard.
But doubts and loves
Dig up the world
Like a mole, a plow.
And a whisper will be heard in the place
Where the ruined
House once stood.

I have a lot of fears about how the world will take shape in the coming years, but I realize that standing firm and screaming out what is “RIGHT” does not really make the issue any better. I see protests
being staged about how wrong the outcome of the election is. I read about US States that want to
leave the rest of the country because of this decision. These all sound like people who are in the
Place THEY Are Right.
I know I cannot make any changes to the future of the United States because I am not in any influential role in my job, but mostly because I am not even an American citizen. What I CAN do however is
to propagate love and inclusion in my life, to cultivate the earth through all the doubts and loves that
is out there.
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Outreach and Evangelism
What does that actually mean though? There is a lot of shouting about right and wrong…Can I find
the ability to seek the common ground of the matters at hand? Can I look past the bickering and
find things that are common ground for everyone? I know that I will need to shake off my “selfrighteous” thinking, the idea that what I believe in is the only way the world can work. Unless I can
listen and find common ground with others to build upon, there will only be a standoff of opinions.
Bringing this down a level to my work life, I know that in my job I have opinions on how things
should be done and how I work on my projects. Sometimes these opinions are contrary to what
my manager thinks, and of course in those times we will butt heads.
How do I make it my goal to be willing to see that there may actually be other point of views out
there and not just what is in my own mind. How can I say that I am a caring and compassionate
person if I cannot hear what others are saying?
The world is changing alright…a lot has happened in this past month. On top of what changes
may happen in the coming years, I am hoping that I can change myself to be a truly open minded
person. One who will listen and work towards a common goal, and not just my own opinions.
Alexander Mak

Grief Support Group
Description

This education and support group is designed for those who are dealing with the death of a loved
one. Taking a faith-based perspective, we will explore various aspects of grief, how grief affects
one’s emotions, behaviours, body, mind and spirit. We will look at tasks one can do and adjustments one can make to move through grief, and help find ways to reinvest in one’s life in meaningful ways.
The content of the course will be based on the materials
of Dr. Bill Webster, Centre for the Grief Journey.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Location:
Dates:
Time:
Cost:

Glenview Presbyterian Church,
1 Glenview Ave. Toronto, M4R 1P5
5 Mondays, Nov. 7- Dec. 5, 2016
and 1 month follow-up Jan. 9, 2017
7:00 – 8:45 p.m.
$20 per participant for the course
Materials
Contact:
Penny Wilkins
416-482-9389
penny.wilkins@rogers.com

Leadership
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart

Minister of Deer Park United Church,
who has been facilitating grief
support groups for 25 years.

North Toronto Sponsoring Churches
Blythwood Rd. Baptist
Eglinton St. George’s United
Fairlawn United Church
Glenview Presbyterian
St. Ansgar Lutheran

FAMILY DOINGS CHRISTMAS 2016

PAGE 5

Christmas Season
December 16

7:00 p.m.

Christmas Tree Decorating & Caroling Party

December 18

10:30 a.m.

December 24

5:00 p.m.

December 25

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day service of lessons and carols.

Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship
And Pot-Luck Lunch following worship.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Christmas Pointsettias
Once again we ask for pointsettia plants to place around the altar for Christmas
Eve and also Christmas Day. If it is possible for you to help with the display
please leave your plants in the office, the sacristy or behind the altar before
Christmas Eve.
Many thanks,
The Decorating Committee
ANNUAL MEETING DATES
January 12

5:00 p.m.

January 22
February 5

Annual Reports due
Voter’s list and Annual Reports available

12 noon

Annual Meeting

Lunch Provided
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Christmas Gift Ideas
This season please remember our neighbors within our community who are in need. You may
decide to keep people in your prayers and/or you may feel you are able to give a donation.
Both are wonderful gifts of love. The following organizations need your help. Each gift offers a
better life to the recipient.

The Olive Branch for Children
Giving presents that make a difference this holiday season is easy with
www.theolivebranchforchildren.org

North York Women’s Shelter

The North York Woman’s Shelter has posted their wish lists for the women and children currently
living at the shelter on their website. Follow the link below.
http://nyws.ca/how-you-can-help/wish-list/

CLWR Gifts from the Heart

The CLWR’s online catalogue has ideas for gifts for the person-who-has-everything. These gifts
also help people all around the world. There are copies of the CLWR Gifts from the Heart catalogue in the narthex or go to www.clwr.org for more information.

St. Ansgar Refugee Fund
At St. Ansgar we are sponsoring a family of 6 originally from Iraq, now in Turkey waiting for their
paperwork to come through. As well as two separate individuals. All of these people, 8 in total,
have family in Canada that will help provide for them and the Refugee Committee of St. Ansgar is
hoping to build up a small fund so that we can help them out when necessary. Our Coffee House
funds for the balance of the year will go to this fund.
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About Reconciliation ...
Terminology
Indigenous Peoples

Indigenous is a word that has come into widespread use through the recognition that people who
are original inhabitants of a place have been marginalized by ethnic groups who have arrived later. It is a universal term used for all such groups. The rights of the indigenous inhabitants of a
place were recognized in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2007.

Aboriginal People

This term refers to original peoples of North America who belong to historic, cultural and political
entities. Canada recognizes three groups of Aboriginal peoples: First Nations, Inuit, and Metis.

First Nations

This is not a legal term but is used in place of “Indian”. There are many First Nations in Canada:
Innu, Cree, Salteaux, Ojibwe, Haida, Dene, Mohawk, Maliseet, Mi’kmaq, Blood, Secwepmec etc.

Inuit

The circumpolar people of Canada and other northern countries are the Inuit. They were formerly
called by the Cree who lived south of them “Eaters of Raw Meat” or “Eskimo”. The Inuit live in Nunavut, Northwest Territories, Northern Quebec, Labrador and in southern Canadian cities as well.

Metis

Early French and Scottish fur traders and settlers intermarried with the aboriginal populations and
their descendants form a group known as Metis.They have their own culture and history Their language called Michif is endangered along with other Aboriginal languages. Many groups are working to maintain their languages and teach them to their children.

What is Christmas?
It is tenderness for the past,
Courage for the present,
Hope for the future.
It is a fervent with that
Every cup may overflow
With blessings rich and eternal
And that every path may
lead to peace.
Love Nicole Hauer
(granddaughter of Barbel Hauer)
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The Reformation Challenge




Sponsor 500 refugees to Canada

Provide 500 scholarships for ELCIC schools

Give $500,000 to the Lutheran World Federation
 Endowment Fund


Plant 500,000 trees

The recognition of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 will ask for
all of the above from Lutheran churches all over the world. It is an anniversary
that will be acknowledged by all of the mainstream churches. St. Ansgar will
participate in this commemoration and hopes for everyone to join in the fun.
The trees in the narthex and the sanctuary are to help begin thinking about the
year ahead and to inspire thoughts about how to meet the tree planting goal.
All ideas are welcome!
The Commemoration Committee

Seniors Exercise Class at St. Ansgar
The day and time of the exercise classes at St. Ansgar have changed to
Monday at 11:00 a.m. and Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. in the narthex.
The Monday class will focus on cardio, strength and endurance.
The Wednesday class will focus on yoga which includes flexibility,
balance and relaxation.
All are welcome!
Both members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also
members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone
that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
The classes are provided by Baycrest Health Sciences at no
cost to attendees.
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Advent Evening Prayer Service (Vespers)
First Four Thursdays in December – 7:00 p.m.
Evening and morning prayers are common in most faith traditions, but have come out of common use in western Christian tradition in the past few decades. We have introduced Morning Prayer (Matins) in our rotation of
Liturgical Renewal worship services. Now is the chance to experience Evening Prayer (V espers). While
Morning Prayer welcomes the rising sun with praise for Christ’s own resurrection, Evening Prayer bids farewell to the setting sun with the reminder that Christ is the light that scatters the darkness.
Our Advent Evening Prayer services will feature devotions reflecting the Lutheran World Federation theme of
the 500th Commemoration of the Reformation, “Liberated by God’s Grace,” and each sub-theme: Creation Not
For Sale; Salvation Not For Sale; and Human Beings Not For Sale.
Thursday, December 1, 7:00 PM – “Liberated By God’s Grace”
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Thursday, December 8, 7:00 PM

- “Creation – Not For Sale”
Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 PM - “Salvation – Not For Sale”
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church
(United States)
Thursday, December 22, 7:00 PM - “Human Beings – Not For Sale”
Susan Johnson, National Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church In Canada

Voices Chamber Choir
Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 10 at 8:00 pm
Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields
151 Glenlake Avenue, Toronto
(east of Keele St. & north of Bloor St. West)
Tickets available at the door (cash only)
$20 adults, $15 students/seniors
For ticket reservation or more info, email:
voiceschamberchoir@yahoo.ca
Our website is: www.voiceschoir.com
p..sst Leah-Anna Lymer is a member of the Voices Chamber Choir
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December Rota Schedule
Worship
Assistant

Reader

Communion
Assistant

Ushers

Altar
Guild

Coffee
House

Dec 4

Traditional
Eucharest

Dec 11
Morning
Prayer

Dec 18

Creative
Eucharest

Dec 25

Worship Eucharest

Please note:
We have not yet received enough Volunteer Commitment
Forms to create a Rota Schedule for December. Please continue to fill in the Rota Schedule in the narthex and volunteer for the worship roles that fit into your schedule.
Thanks for your help in filling in the Rota Schedule!
The Worship Committee will be discussing alternates to a
Rota Schedule. As always your comments and suggestions
are most welcome.

Counters
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December Birthdays
Suzan Gerber
Ruth Jensen
Ann Manno
Helga Mueller
Nancy Filzmaier
Marsha Bailey
Christopher Wilker
Brian Fuerst
John Haberer
Jeffrey McFarland
Sabrina Dewan
Lina Yaeger

December 4
December 7
December 8
December 8
December 9
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 15
December 21
December 25
December 25

PAGE 11

January Birthdays
Luke MacDonald
Gavin McDonald
Leslie Porter
Eric Partington
Don Hooseinny
John Skogstad
Jan Woelfle
Ruth Wiens
Hans Friedrich
Brenda Vandenburg
Verne Edquist
Eckhard Sperling
Dylan Battaglio
Nicole Paroyan
Barbara Johnson
Robert Paroyan
Benjamin Rothe
Peter Lutek
Ryan Colebatch
Kalana Morton
Wendy Paroyan
Zachary Hatanaka
Frances Buczko
Martin Hatanaka
Richard Propp
Monica Horber

January 1
January 1
January 1
January 2
January 3
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 15
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 22
January 22
January 23
January 24
January 26
January 26
January 29
January 31
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Baptismal Anniversaries
Karin Horber-Morton
Tamara-Louise Fuerst
Kevin Lowe
Scarlett Molinaro
Sandra Kaufman
Luke Fullerton
Sean Veights
Phyllis Epp
Elsie Ma
Alexander Mak
Delila Matthews
Caelan Matthews
John Matthews
Lillian Edquist

December 1
December 2
December 8
December 14
December 21
December 22
December 22
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 27

Barbara Black
Ernest Nielsen
Brenda Vandenburg
Mary Lutek
Nancy Filzmaier
Robert Lee
Miranda Morton
Doreen Martindale
Bryn Lutek
Marsha Bailey
Christel Manraj
Keira Weldon
Louise Clunas
Angela McDonald
Brian Wilker-Frey

January 1
January 1
January 1
January 4
January 6
January 7
January 7
January 8
January 15
January 18
January 19
January 23
January 24
January 27
January 31

At this time of year we like to
celebrate the baptismal anniversaries of all members and
friends of St. Ansgr whose
baptismal anniversaries are
unknown to us.

