From the Pastor

The Rev. Brian Wilker
1498 Avenue Road, Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

As I write, I am preparing to head out west for a few days of rest followed by our National Church
Convention in Winnipeg. I am looking forward to an interesting summer that will include some
church activities (the convention, Vacation Bible Camp, and Confirmation Camp) as well as some
personal activities (including a week long pilgrimage walk with Jesuits and other pilgrims from
Guelph to the Martyr’s Shrine in Midland, Ontario, as well as attending the wonderful Summerfolk
Folk Festival in Owen Sound later this summer).
Summer always offers amazing opportunities to experience our city and our country, and it will be
especially interesting as Canada marks 150 years of Confederation this weekend.
Summer is always a challenging time for church. On the one hand, the proclamation of the gospel
in word and sacrament is always appropriate regardless of how wonderful the weather is outside.
On the other, there are all kinds of life-giving activities taking place especially now that, far from
competing with the gospel, really only enhance it. Jesus came that we might have life and have it
abundantly, and that goes beyond doing ‘churchy’ things all the time.

Growing up in rural Southern Ontario, it was common for congregations – not always even of the
same denomination – to share a summer worship schedule together. I’ve never experienced this in
the city, but for the first time since I’ve served in Toronto, the idea came up as a possibility at our
last council meeting. It is too late to make it happen this year, but what do you think about experimenting with this idea for next summer?
Getting all the ‘roles’ filled for Sunday morning can also be extra challenging in the summer. But
something happened at church this past Sunday that I thought was very inspiring. Nobody had
signed up to take care of Coffee House following worship. Now, it may seem innocuous, but I think
Coffee House is one of the best things we do as a congregation. Far beyond the food served and
the quality of the coffee offered, the conversation and relationship building during this time is invaluable for our community. Even our children get how important this time is. When one of our children noticed that the tables hadn’t been set up and no coffee was on he immediately elicited some
adult help, made some popcorn that was in the pantry, found a bag of snacks, put out some crackers, set up the tables, and made sure that we had a Coffee House. I think it may have been one of
the best Coffee Houses we’ve ever had! I’m reminded once again that it’s not about what we do or
how we do them, but why we do the things we do.
I wish you all a wonderful, safe summer. Please remember that worship will continue to take place
here every Sunday at 10:30 because of the role worship can play in our lives and our community in
participating with God in the dream of abundant life for all.
Peace,
Pastor Brian
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Church Council
The last Church Council meeting was on Wednesday, June 21.
Coffee House is always a challenge in the summer as so many people
are away. Our goal is to simplify Coffee House by having a selection of
cookies and snacks in the pantry and freezer. We always have apple juice
and water, but Coffee House implies a hot beverage as well. For too
many years to count we relied on Ernie Nielsen to put on the Coffee on
Sunday morning. We are so happy that Ernie is joining us again on Sunday mornings. Ernie please know how grateful we are for all your help
over the years.

When the choir practices on Sunday mornings, a member of the choir
puts on the Coffee each Sunday. Summer means the choir is not practicing. In the summer in order to have Coffee House we need a volunteer
for each and every Sunday to put on the Coffee. No need to bring anything else as we will keep the kitchen supplied with treats. If you come on
Sunday for the service and would like to have coffee after the service
please check if the coffee is on. If not put it on!

Next Council
Meetings will be
August 16, 2017,
at 6:30 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the September
issue. Deadline
August 28, 5:00 p.m.

In other ways to help you can sign up for an Annual Coffee House hosting. Or you can sign up to simply put coffee on when you intend to be
here. The Coffee House sign up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall. If we can
get a simplified Coffee House to work over the summer, perhaps we can
continue with a simplified Coffee House the rest of the year as well.
Counting is a role that cannot be retired. We are incredibly grateful that
Louise Clunas has volunteered to organize counters to ensure that the
Offerings gets counted and deposited a minimum of twice a month.
Counting is done in teams of two and so we do need a lot of counters. If
you can fit counting into your Sunday schedule please let Louise know.
Council members will begin volunteering over the summer on the first and
last Sunday of the month. We need experienced counters to join them to
count on these two Sundays. Call Anna or Louise if you wish to volunteer
to count.
Anna McRae
Church Administrator

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Br ian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Vacation Bible Camp

Summer is now upon us!
St. Ansgar’s Vacation Bible experience this year is Hero Central, where children will learn that
God’s Heroes have Heart, Courage, Wisdom, Hope and Power.

Hero Central will run daily during the week of Monday August 14th to Friday August 18th, from
9:15 am to 12:15 pm. There will be science and drama classes, crafts, and games for everyone
from age 3 to grade 6. Mad Scientists will be conducting a workshop mid-week, and we’ll have a
park outing at the end of the week.

Everyone is welcome. There is still time to register, so spread the word to join us to family, friends,
neighbours, acquaintances.
During the summer, children are invited downstairs during the worship service for an intro to and
prep for Hero Central, in lieu of Sunday School.
Registration fees are $25 per child, with a maximum of $40 per family for the week. You can register children at any time in person through the forms in the Narthex, or by calling Anna in the office,
or online at stansgar.ca. If you have any questions, please contact either Anna or I.
Get ready to have fun at Hero Central!
Do good. Seek peace.
Louise Clunas,
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Outreach and Evangelism
Free as a bird

When I was a kid, I lived at home, under my parents’ rule. There were many things I had to do in order to
stay out of trouble. Some things were (kind of) easy to do, like cleaning up my toys after I play with them or
not leaving the lights on if I am not in the room. As I got older, new rules came up and those were more difficult for me to follow as a teenager. Now I had to get home before a particular time, shovel snow whenever it
happened, mow the lawn when it gets long and study instead of watching TV or playing video games.
Those were the rules. I am sure many of you are familiar with fathers saying, “If you live under MY roof, you
listen to MY rules!” This is just the way things are, isn’t it?

And of course if I ever broke those rules…Ooooo….Somebody was going to get it bad. If you could not
guess, that somebody was me. The punishment included sitting in the corner, getting a lecture, kneeling in
front of a portrait of Jesus until I repented (or fell asleep – whichever came first) and if it was severe, I would
get the rattan stick thrashing.
When your father is an avid biblical scholar and your mother lives to point out how you are not doing what
the bible says, these rules are even harder to follow since now, God is brought into the picture. I mean WHO
can live a life that pure? Of course, with the exception of Jesus, WHO can even come close? I never lived up
to the standards that my parents laid down for me. And things always felt bad, as my mom would always guilt
trip me into knowing that I did not follow her rules and was essentially making her sad.
What’s with all these commands and rules anyway? Have you even read Exodus 20:1-17? Those are just 10
simple commands, but who can follow all of them consistently? How about the simple “Golden Rule” asking
us to love our neighbours as ourselves? Do we go through our lives with only love in our hearts? This is difficult enough to do without having to drive around a big city like Toronto.
When I look at how I felt, being worried and scared of what my parents would do to me when I did something
wrong, I could see that it was a deterrent for me to not go against the rules. That fear held me back in many
ways. It made me not want to try something new because I felt my parents may not like it.
A few Sundays ago, I learned that through all the rules and the fear of the outcome of our actions, we will
hold back and may not move forward in our lives. I also learned
that in fact I should be feeling the opposite, as the gospel I believe in does set me free from this fear. The Good News and
the gospel that I have known all my life in fact liberates me to
live my life free from having these fears that keep me from
moving forward…from freely being able to live out the love of
God in a way that will make an impact to others.
What is that impact? What is it that I should do? Well, I had
been scared to make a move up until now. I have worried that I
am not following the commandments correctly. I have worried
how others are going to see what I do and say, “That’s not the right way to do it!” and then condemn me for
it. So, I do not know what the answer is right now.
But as I now know and understand, moving forward living in the Good News in service for others IS the focus. If I am free to do this in any fashion then I should not worry about it. I should let go of the fears that I
have and not let them be the master of my life. God and the Good News is the focus and what frees me up in
my life to do what needs to be done, whatever road that takes me down.
I am hoping that more of you will join me in this freedom which is our gospel. Live it out and be free of your
worries and fears. Try it out this summer and see where it takes you.
Alexander Mak
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Lindsay Roden Dance Academy

Coming this Fall Lindsay Roden Dance Academy will be running children’s dance
classes Saturdays at St. Ansgar Lutheran Church and we can’t wait!
Fall Dance Schedule: Saturdays
9:15am - 10:00am
10:00am -11:00am
11:00am -12:00pm
12:00pm -12:45pm
12:45pm -1:30pm

Creative Dance
Jazz/Hip Hop Combo
Jazz/Tap Combo
Acro 1
Hip Hop

ages 2.5-3
ages 6-8
ages 7-10
ages 9-12

Lindsay Roden of Lindsay Roden Dance Academy wants her studio to be a positive
environment for children of all ages to learn the art of dance! I want each student
to have the best possible dance experience that will allow them to grow and reach
their greatest potential. Lindsay thrives herself on her energetic approach in
teaching children. She wants her studio to be encouraging, inviting and in a
nurturing environment for her students as well as the parents.
For a full description of each of the classes or to find out more about Lindsay
Roden Dance Academy please visit: www.lindsayrodendanceacademy.com or give
us a call today: (647) 293-0364.
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The Reformation Challenge




Sponsor 500 refugees to Canada

Provide 500 scholarships for ELCIC schools

Give $500,000 to the Lutheran World Federation
 Endowment Fund


Plant 500,000 trees

The recognition of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 will ask for
all of the above from Lutheran churches all over the world. It is an anniversary
that will be acknowledged by all of the mainstream churches. St. Ansgar will
participate in this commemoration and hopes for everyone to join in the fun.
The trees in the narthex and the sanctuary are to help begin thinking about the
year ahead and to inspire thoughts about how to meet the tree planting goal.
All ideas are welcome!
The Commemoration Committee

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga and Stretching
Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone that
could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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Fellowship Hall Project
No matter how much we love our home…
No matter how much we love our car…
No matter how much we love a special place…
…time will take its toll on its façade. Our church building
has been standing here for decades and it is still a pretty strong structure, but there are rooms and spaces that
have seen a lot of usage in the past, present and will
almost certainly be true into the future as well.
One such space is our fellowship hall downstairs. It is
really an amazing space that you may just know as our
coffee house space. Some of you may have heard that
we have a daycare use our church space during the
week and would probably guess that this space is used
by them also. Others may also know that we have a Korean church that rents our church space for Sunday afternoons and some other days during the week. It may
also be lesser known that the fellowship hall is rented
out by a few other community groups during the week
for evening programs. All of these groups use the fellowship hall area, and we are constantly being
approached by different groups from the community to see if they can rent the space for their functions.
With all this usage, it is actually time to think about freshening up the hall. At the very least, we will
need to freshen up the walls with a new coat of paint and to clean out some of the old items we
have in the space. We are making a special request to all of you, our St. Ansgar family, to get together see if we can put some love back into this fellowship space so that those who use it, including us, can also be brightened up by its appearance.
Please drop a note to Anna McRae or let Andrew Matemba know that you would be interested in
helping out and we will organize this over the summer.

Is the coffee on?
Please check!
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Commemoration of the Reformation
From Conflict to Communion:
Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commemoration of the Reformation
Peace to you, people of St. Ansgar:
As you are aware, 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Many events are being
planned to mark this occasion, one of which is the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Common Prayer Service to be held at St. Ansgar’s on Saturday, September 30 at 2 pm. At this service, Bishop Michael Pryse (ELCIC – Eastern Synod) and Cardinal Thomas Collins (Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Toronto), will preach the Gospel of unity in Christ. We will gather to pray and sing together as we
journey to build a stronger relationship.
Of course, no fellowship is complete without a little reception after worship.
This is where I need your help…
Are there 2 or 3 people who can arrange to provide coffee, tea and cold beverages after the service? Sweet trays will be provided, but we need some volunteers to help with the hosting. Is that
you?
If you think you can help please speak with Pastor Brian, Anna or contact me directly by email
(revnicholds@gmail.com) or phone (905-459-3262).
Thank you for prayerfully considering helping out at this service.
If you cannot help, please mark the date on your calendars and plan to attend.
God Bless,
Rev. Nadine Nicholds, Augsburg Lutheran Church
(on behalf of the planning committee: Rev. Christian Ceconi and Rev. Timothy MacDonald

Commemoration of the Reformation 500th Anniversary
Sunday, October 29 at 2:00 p.m.
St. James Anglican Cathedral
65 Church St. Toronto
All Central Toronto Area Lutheran pastors and congregations
are encouraged to come together for a service of celebration,
commitment and praise.
Mark Your Calendars! More details to follow.

FAMILY DOINGS SUMMER 2017

PAGE 9

Kitchen Renovation Task Force – An Invitation
Background: At a recent Council meeting, Council discussed a process by which the

kitchen might be renovated in about a year’s time. Coffee House and other social events held
throughout the year are very important to the life of our congregation.

Cost: Council is prepared to release funds of about $40,000 for this project. We also anticipate fundraising
from and by the congregation to increase available funds.

Other Considerations: Having received bequests in the past year, Council hopes to begin using the money wisely for a project that will be of real benefit to the congregation. It is our hope that this project will not
only result in a more lovely and functional kitchen, but will also help engage and enthuse the congregation in
the life and mission of our church.

Taskforce Parameters
Timeframe: Approximately one year (until renovation is complete). The idea is for the renovation work to
take place in the summer of 2018.

Responsibilities:

1. Find out from the congregation what they would like from a renovated kitchen.
2. Research possible costs, including design, contracting, materials, equipment (such as new fridge, etc.),
and work.
3. In the fall (September-October) present Council with two possible plans, based on ‘price point.’
Plan One – approx. $40,000
Plan Two – whatever it would cost to fulfill the taskforce’s dreams of what the kitchen could be
4. Based on Council’s direction, oversee the project to completion

If you would like to join the taskforce, please speak to Pastor Brian or a member of Council.

Part of My Western Town B.C.
As I drove across B.C. from east to west, I marvelled at the vistas,
that so suddenly would change.
When I thought I’d left it all behind, there’d be another mountain range.
Some are tall and snow capped, while others are clad with trees.
You’d have to travel far and wide to find others as fair as these.

All around the Lower Mainland there are beauty spots to see.
And if you drive around Stanley Park in Vancouver, you can park in a hollow tree.
As I began to wend my way back home to Southern Ontario,
I stopped at all the look out points to take in nature’s show.
Sadly I didn’t take pictures, my camera was one thing I forgot.
But my recollections are still quite vivid, so it wasn’t all for naught.
In my reveries of that eventful trip, my memory plays each passing scene.
And although the look-out views are stunning,
I cannot forget the never ending beauty that lies everywhere between.
Old Eric
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Toronto –My Dewfall by Barbel Hauer
Once in a little town of Traunau in Romania lived a girl. In school she paid attention to what the
priest said. Every month of May in the church in town was an evening spiritual folklore service
dedicated to Maria, the mother of Jesus. The priest would say, “Maria is responsible to make our
seeds grow in the field. Every night in church when I sprinkle holy water on the congregation,
Maria sprinkles her Dewfall over all the fields. Without that Dewfall, we would not have a harvest,
nothing would grow.” This little girl took the words from the priest very seriously and every day
after church was over she ran outside and touched the grass in the park surrounding the church to
convince herself that mother Maria really spread her Dewfall over the fields. She touched the grass
and it never failed, the grass was really wet.
As she grew up she travelled through many lands and every May she remembered the Dewfall
and always she touched the grass in the evening to see if it was wet.
When she was 18 years old she decided to immigrate to Canada to look for a new homeland. She
did not like the town where her uncle and aunt lived because she was very creative and went to
finishing school. She could not make any connections with young people in her age group. They
were all immigrants who worked in factories.
One day she was so unhappy, she kneeled down in her room and prayed to the Lord to please
guide her. At once she remembered a relative from home and the woman said “You are so very
young and your uncle and aunt have no children and it might not work out for you to live with them.
I have a sister in Toronto and she is there with her family and they have children your age. If you
don’t get along with your aunt and uncle then phone my sister.” I went to the telephone and
phoned Toronto.
It turned out they were delighted to hear from her. The mother of the house said she had a room
available in her rooming house. She packed her bag and arranged for a ride to Toronto. She arrived to a room full of invited people that knew her parents from a long time ago and they all had
such nice things to say about her family and she remembered the Dewfall. Right there and then a
spirit angel whispered to her, “Maybe Toronto can be your Dewfall.”
One of the guests offered to go with her tomorrow to look for a job. Her husband said he would
sign for her family to come to Canada. He had a farm outside of Toronto and signed for many of
his countrymen to come to Canada.

At that age she called her elders aunt and uncle. The next day this aunt took her to Eaton’s and
she was hired at once. After working there for a few weeks, her manager suggested Eaton’s
Hobby Club as an after work activity. In the springtime Eaton’s Hobby Club had a show for all their
employee’s. Of course she participated and to her great surprise, the Doll and a pin needle shaw
she made won first prize.
Then there was a folklore spring festival in Niagara Falls and everyone in the rooming house went
and she was welcomed to go too. Once there she met a young man named Karl. He danced so
very well because he went to finishing school and a private boy’s school in Hungary. Of course
love letters started to go back and forth. One day there was a knock at the door and Karl showed
up in Toronto. Soon a wedding followed and to this day they are over 60 years married with a
lovely family. All in all Toronto was and is that girl’s Dewfall.
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July & August Birthdays Baptismal Anniversaries
Alan Partington
Chase Friedrich
Roger Partington
Richard Helsop
Erin Bestvater
Emma Pastia
Connie Weldon
Barbel Hauer
Dennis Propp
Andrew Fuerst
Gisela Gingras
Felicia Narain
Doreen Martindale
Padraig Darby
Lisa DaSilva
Madeleine Weldon-White
Helmut Fuerst
Nicholas Lowe
Robert McFarland

July 1
July 2
July 3
July 5
July 10
July 10
July 11
July 14
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 18
July 20
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 30
July 31

Padraig Darby
Marilyn Partington
Jordan Smith
James Matemba
Juergen Friedrich
Barbel Hauer
Anthony D’Amore
Tiffany Misir

July 1
July 3
July 5
July 6
July 11
July 15
July 16
July 25

Eileen Smith
Dennis Propp
Sebastian Rode
Evan Hatanaka
Zachary Hatanaka
Amanda Propp
Barbara Johnson
Connie Weldon
David Clunas
Nicholas Wilker

August 2
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 12
August 18
August 19
August 19
August 25
August 25

Happy Birthday!
Jacques Soutendam
Miranda Morton
Christel Manraj
Theo Rothe
Sarah Weind
Olivia Weldon-Weind
Elsie Duval
Neil Ferguson
Ella Rothe
Barbara Black
Joshua DaSilva
Sabine Friedrich
Scott McFarland
Lisa Weldon
Christina Weldon
Christel Sperling
Donna Valaitis
Doris Budhoo
Gregory Misir
Francois Paroyan
Justin Paroyan
Karl Hauer

August 2
August 3
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 8
August 11
August 11
August 13
August 14
August 18
August 21
August 21
August 25
August 25
August 26
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 28
August 29
August 30

