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    From the Pastor 

I hope you had a relaxing summer.  I wouldn’t say mine was particularly ‘relaxing,’ But it was full of 
some really interesting activities, including a week spend with Roman Catholics, which I’ll say more 
about below. 
We’re gearing up for some wonderful things at St. Ansgar in the coming weeks – including our Wel-
come Back Service with the Blessing of the Backpacks followed by a congregational BBQ on Septem-
ber 10.  Then, on September 30, St. Ansgar hosts a historic worship service where Toronto Lutherans 
and Roman Catholics will commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation together in prayer 
and song.  Continuing the Reformation theme we, together with Lutherans of the Central Toronto Area, 
are invited to a special Reformation Service at St. James Anglican Cathedral on October 29 (2:00 PM). 
I found myself participating in my own ‘personal’ Reformation Commemoration this summer.  It all start-
ed when I was telling a clergy curling colleague about my Camino experience last fall.  Burt is a Jesuit 
priest, and he asked me if I would be interested in a pilgrimage much closer to home – one that runs 
from Guelph to the Martyrs Shrine near Midland.  Taking a special interest in all things ‘pilgrimage’ 
since last year, I looked into it online and decided to use one of my vacation weeks to participate.  I was 
expecting the walking and the blisters.  What I wasn’t expecting (or hadn’t anticipated) was what it 
would be like to spend every waking moment for an entire week with Roman Catholics, including daily 
Mass in the mornings and Sharing Circles every night.  It was all so… spiritual! 
It took about a day to give myself over to the practises of this pilgrimage community, but once I did, I 
had an amazing ecumenical and communal experience.  First of all, I was fully welcomed into the com-
munity – even welcome to commune at the Mass.  At first, folks were curious about this strange Luther-
an among them, and why I would want to walk on this pilgrimage.  But it wasn’t long before they were 
learning lots about Lutherans (including some stereotypes that had to be broken down), and I was 
learning lots about Roman Catholics (and even more stereotypes to be broken down), as well as the 
history and practises of the Jesuit order.  But even better, once we overcame the ‘curious’ factor, we 
began really sharing through conversation along the road, spiritual sharing in the evening, and singing 
songs together at night.   
And that’s when I began to see this as my own personal Reformation Commemoration experience. 
Even though the goal of the Reformation was never to start a new Christian denomination (not to men-
tion the tens of thousands that have sprung up since 1517), it did result and a fracture, a brokenness.  
Though we are much kinder to one another than we were even just a few decades ago, we are still bro-
ken.  Not because there are still Roman Catholics and Protestants in western Christianity, but because 
we spend so little time being in relationship with each other.  We will continue to have two very different-
ly governed church bodies, but we can do so much more to heal our relationship.  That’s what this pil-
grimage was ultimately about for me – a Lutheran among Roman Catholics being in a true sharing rela-
tionship. 
I hope you can join us as St. Ansgar hosts the prayer service on September 30.  Lutherans hosting and 
serving Roman Catholics, building relationships.  It’s a small step, but it’s a big deal. 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Brian 
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Next  Council  
Meetings will be  
September 13, 2017,  
at 6:30 p.m. 
 

The next issue of 
Family Doings will 
be the October  
issue. Deadline  
September 25. 

 

Our Church 
 

Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheel-
chair accessible building. 
 
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor  Br ian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism 
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church 
Office 416-783-3570.  
 
Hospital Visitation: If you or  a family member  end up in the hospital, please take a moment to inform 
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you. 
 
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your  loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor  at your  ear-
liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements. 

The last Church Council meeting was on Wednesday, August 16.    
 

St. Ansgar was a very busy place this past month. The intense rainfall of 
July 20 caused flooding in the basement east hall, bathrooms and Youth  
room. To clean up the damage and repair the plumbing issues that 
caused the flood will cost just over $10,000. Whenever we seem to get 
ahead, there is another expensive emergency that takes a lot of time and 
money to resolve.  
 
The fall will be as busy as usual with both upcoming events and more 
Property issues that need attention. I am sure there will be many appeals 
this fall for volunteers to take on the issues that are facing St. Ansgar. 
 
The Kitchen Renovation Task Force is about to get underway. You may 
be asked for your opinion on the kitchen from members of the Task Force.   
Please share your thoughts with them. The goal is a more lovely and 
functional kitchen, that will help engage and enthuse the congregation in 
the life and mission of our church. 
 

We continue to hear how important Coffee House is to those attending the 
worship service on Sundays. When the choir returns on September 17 we 
will have coffee put on regularly. Signing up for an Annual Coffee House 
is a terrific way to help. The Coffee House sign up sheet is in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  How did the simplified Coffee House go over the summer? Do 
you want to continue with simplified for the rest of the year. Please let me 
or Elizabeth Narain know. 
 
We are still working on including Council members among those that 
count the Offerings on Sunday. Our goal is a minimum of two counts per 
month. If you would like to volunteer to count please let me or Louise  
Clunas know. 
 
A million thanks to our regular counters this summer! 
 
Anna McRae 
Church Administrator 

                                 Church Council 
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  Hero Central VBC 2017 

St Ansgar’s sanctuary was transformed into Hero Central  from August 14th-18th . 
 

We learned that: God’s Heroes have Heart, Courage, Hope, Wisdom, and Power.  
 

We learned of some of the biblical heroes - David, Abigail, Jesus, and the Beatitudes, with intros 
from Captain Shield, Flame the red panda, and the mobile command centre Supersonic Shuttle. 
 

Our heroes were rich in enthusiasm, as they energized the tunes  “Leap of Faith” and 
“Superheroes”.   
 

The children transformed into superheroes by making their own masks, wristbands and shields. 
Science challenged us to float ping pong balls, balance books on paper cones and race marbles using 
magnets.  
 

Mad Scientists had us questioning what we really saw by using transparent jelly orbs and slush pow-
der which made water disappear.  
 

Thanks to our awesome team of volunteers, Hero Central was brought to life and nourished our 
young heroes in their faith through bible stories, activities, songs, sports, crafts, and snacks: Diane 
Bestvater, Marilyn Partington, Tiffany Misir, Vera Niestrawski, Leah-Ann Lymer, Connie Weldon,  
Dillon Heslop, Riley Heslop, Thomas Grossman, Erik Clunas, Justin Paroyan, Esther Lim, Kelly Jin, 
Paul Lim, Jordan Smith, Pastor Brian, and Anna McRae. 
 

Do good, seek peace, and go after it! 
 

Louise Clunas, VBC Coordinator 2017 
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Outreach & Evangelism 
Push on forward 

 
In July, our sermons were about the parables that Jesus gave…and those parables challenged us 
in how we lived our lives as Christians. I have been a proponent of challenging my faith for many 
years now. I have always felt that if I do not keep asking these questions, I will just fall back into 
complacency with what I believed. 
 
Over the years, I have asked myself questions and did some soul searching as well. This was fine 
in the beginning, but talking to yourself can only go so far. Eventually, you know the answer you 
are going to give and it is no longer a challenge. 
 
Next stage was to seek out my fellow Christians to share our faith and the harder faith questions 
that challenged us. This was good because I felt the support of kindred spirits…but eventually this 
became more routine as our answers started to repeat. A popular answer that we eventually used 
was, “We just don’t know the mysteries of God”, and that would be the end of that faith challenge. 
This too, was not enough for me. 
 
I was lucky enough to find a friend who was more cynical in life. He went to church when he was 
young, but left it after he became an adult. He had a great memory of all the biblical teachings he 
received in school and church and he actually questioned it a lot more than I ever did. Here was 
someone who I was able to have challenging faith conversations with. We talked about all sorts of 
topics, from how one should behave in church, to “what is right and wrong” and “how do we know 
what we do IS in fact right”. 
 
I was able to really think deeply about my faith and what all of it meant to me. He was not trying to 
argue with me and force me to become a non-believer. He did not force his agnostic view onto me, 
yet he did partake in the faith journey that I went on. My conversations with him really made me 
think beyond just the words written in the bible and what I learned from Sunday School. I started to 
look at how all of it actually applies to my life AS a Christian. 
 
Up until this point, I have always been quite rigid in my belief. Things could ONLY mean this one 
thing. Being a Christian can ONLY be this way. 
 
My conversations with my friend helped me think in a more flexible manner. What if there was more 
to what I believed? What if the Kingdom of God was more inclusive than I had believed up to this 
point? What if I was isolating others because I thought my faith was just for myself and those who 
believed in exactly the same thing I did? 
 
After this point, I dared to reach out to others and started accepting things that went beyond my 
simple box, that was my existing faith. I am far from perfect, that is being able to see everything 
with a completely open mind, but I believe I am learning more each day and I am willing to push 
myself further each time. 
 
There are so many different groups that get placed into the “others” category…what am I doing 
about them? That is the challenge I have for myself now. It is not an easy one, but I do welcome it 
and look forward to who I can grow to become. 

Alexander Mak 
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     Rally Sunday Welcome Back Service & BBQ    
   St. Ansgar’s  4th Annual Rally Sunday Service and BBQ.   
                     Sunday, September 10, 2017 
 
We are encouraging you to let us know that you plan to attend and we will 
make sure that there is plenty of food. You will have a choice of beef 
burgers, veggie burgers,  hot dogs, salads and desert. 
 
It’s a great day to get back in touch with your friends at St. Ansgar after 
a long summer.  Pastor Brian will again plan an exceptional service for all 
ages. The service last year was very memorable so you won’t want to miss 
it this year. It will be time to get your school bags, briefcases, cell phones 
and other work and school paraphernalia blessed. Registration for Sunday 
School will also happen.   

                        RSVP by Wednesday, September 6. 
 

Sign up in the narthex or send an email to admin@stansgar.ca or to 
Elizabeth Narain at enarain@rogers.com  
 

Let us know how many members of your family will be attending and 
the breakdown of beef burgers, veggie burgers or hot dogs. 
  
   All freewill offerings collected will go to the St. Ansgar Refugee Fund! 
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        Commemoration of the Reformation        
From Conflict to Communion:  
Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commemoration of the Reformation 
 
Peace to you, people of St. Ansgar: 
 
As you are aware, 2017 marks the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. Many events are being 

planned to mark this occasion, one of which is the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Common Prayer  Ser-
vice to be held at St. Ansgar’s on Saturday, September 30 at 2 pm. At this service, Bishop Mi-
chael Pryse (ELCIC – Eastern Synod) and Cardinal Thomas Collins (Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Toronto), will preach the Gospel of unity in Christ. We will gather to pray and sing together as we 
journey to build a stronger relationship.  
 
Of course, no fellowship is complete without a little reception after worship.  
 
This is where I need your help… 
 
Are there 2 or 3 people who can arrange to provide coffee, tea and cold beverages after the ser-
vice?  Sweet trays will be provided, but we need some volunteers to help with the hosting. Is that 
you?   
 
If you think you can help please speak with Pastor Brian, Anna or contact me directly by email 
(revnicholds@gmail.com) or phone (905-459-3262). 
 
Thank you for prayerfully considering helping out at this service.  
 
If you cannot help, please mark the date on your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Rev. Nadine Nicholds, Augsburg Lutheran Church 
(on behalf of the planning committee: Rev. Christian Ceconi and Rev. Timothy MacDonald  

Commemoration of the Reformation 500th Anniversary  
Sunday, October 29 at 2:00 p.m. 
St. James Anglican Cathedral 

65 Church St.  Toronto  
 

All Central Toronto Area Lutheran pastors and congregations 
 are encouraged to come together for a service of celebration, 

commitment and praise. 
 

           Mark Your Calendars!  See attached poster. 
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              About Reconciliation 

Last spring I reported to you that the coffee house collection for the months of January 
and February this year totalled $505.36. Thank you very much for your donations to the 
Donovan Hill Foundation. My friends Walter Donovan and Lee Hill thanked me personally 
and in a note to the church. They will use the fund to help aboriginal youth entrepreneurs 
from the city of Toronto to establish futures for themselves. 
 

The Donovan Hill Foundation is part of the Toronto Community Foundation. This orga-
nized group pools dollars in order to facilitate over 500 charitable funds. It has $400 mil-
lion dollars in assets. The aim is to strengthen the quality of life in Toronto. Their philoso-
phy is to simplify and enhance charitable giving by making connections with donors and 
recipients. They declare their values as being: brave thoughtful action, humility in relation-
ship and public trust above all. 
 

It is good to know that there is such a resource for people both for organizing the collec-
tion of funds and to reach the ones who need their assistance in this city when that is a 
difficult thing to accomplish on ones own. 
 
Thanks,  
Sandra K. 

                                                                        Seniors Exercise Classes  

 The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health. 
 The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga and Stretching 
 Both Classes are in the narthex.   
     
        

                                No charge! 
                              All are welcome!  
 

 
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also mem-
bers of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone that 
could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.  
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          This Year at VBC    - by James Matemba      

    

Is the coffee on?  
      
    Please check! 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year Vacation Bible Camp was great, when we came in we talked to FLAME “the mas-
cot” and the Supersonic shuttle , then we went to the science class this was my favorite 
class and also my sister Patricia did like it too. Then we went to story time where we 
learned a lot of stories about GOD.    
 
After the story time we went to have some snacks, then back to the program. This time was 
GAMES. We all have fun and it was my second favorite class. Finaly before the day is 
over, we went to the art class, the last class of the day, my sister was enyoing making pup-
pets while I was making mason jar glencairn. 
 
The last day of the camp we want to the park, it was great. We played a race with cups of 
water and also we did put mentos in the diet coke and see it exploding. 
 
This was the best VBC ever! Thanks to the organizers , leaders and helpers.  
 

By James Matemba. 



  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7                                   P A G E  9  

                   VBC 2017 Pictures 
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      Daniel Pastia       September 1  
      Rosemarie Mackness      September 4   
      Beverly Morningstar      September 4   
      Kirsten Weind Matthews   September 4  
      Peter Wagner       September 5 
      David Veights                 September 9  
      Edgar DaSilva          September 13 
      Diane Bestvater                 September 14       
      Richard Heslop       September 14   
      James Heslop       September 14    
      Nicolas Niestrawski           September 17  
      Don Taylor       September 18  
      Bryn Lutek       September 19  
      Sebastian Rode                September 19 
      Tiffany Bunbury-Pelley      September 22         
      Laura Wagner                   September 23 
      David Weind       September 27       
      Mark Weind                       September 28 

  September Birthdays 

  
 
      Katania Horber-Safwat      September 1      
      Leslie Porter    September 9    
      Eric Eirikson   September 12    
      Sarah Weind   September 12    
      Logan Heslop   September 13   
      Joshua DaSIlva   September 16  
      Christina Weldon   September 16 
      Bill Weldon     September 17   
      Katherine McDonald  September 18 
      Lisa Weldon   September 18  
      Karl Hauer   September 19 
      Chase Friedrich   September 20  
      Gavin Battaglio   September 21 
      Dylan Battaglio   September 21   
     Connor Fullerton   September 25 
              

Baptismal Anniversaries  Happy Birthday! 


