From the Pastor

The Rev. Brian Wilker
1498 Avenue Road, Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

What’s So Great About Being Lutheran?
October 31, 2017 is quickly approaching, marking the 500th Anniversary of the symbolic beginning of the
Lutheran Reformation. For some, this is a big deal; a very rare occasion in the life of a Lutheran when the
world pays attention to something that has been blindingly obvious to us all our lives. It’s kind of like when
some great organization declares Canada the # 1 most livable country in the world. “Of course it is. And it’s
high time somebody noticed!” For others, being Lutheran and this anniversary is no big deal at all. It’s like
Canada’s membership in the G20; we’re basically just like a whole bunch of other industrialized nations, only
nicer, but too small to really matter in the grand scheme of things.
I’ve always liked being Lutheran. Growing up in a town dominated by Presbyterians, Uniteds, and Anglicans
(pretty much in that order), it was quirky to be Lutheran. It was one thing that made me just a little bit interesting.
I was often tempted to join another team over the years for various reasons. Pentecostals had better music,
better youth groups, and their churches were full of young families. Roman Catholics had a longer history
and a deeper spirituality. The United Church was light years ahead on the justice issues I cared about. And
even though we claim Bach as our own, every Mennonite seems born with the ability to sing in beautiful four
-part harmony. Oh yes, I dabbled, but I never really left.
It's hard to imagine that it wasn’t so long ago that nobody really had a choice about what version of faith they
would grow up in, support all their lives, raise their own kids in, and finally have their funeral in. It probably
never even entered my grandparents minds that they could switch from their Lutheran roots to say United
Brethren, except through marriage.
But now we do have a choice. And not just about what brand of church we’ll attend, but also whether we’ll
attend or not, or maybe join another faith, or jettison organized religion all together. And these are choices
we get to make not just once or twice in our life, but every single Sunday – indeed, every single day – we get
to choose, and nobody will criticise or even question our choice.
And even though it seems nuts, because the Lutheran church in the western world is getting smaller all the
time, that’s what’s so great about being Lutheran – we are THE reformation church. As the world changes,
our faith is unaffected. Because it’s not based on how we govern ourselves. Or how we worship. Or the
music we sing. Or the ethnic origins of our congregation. Or the style of building we worship in. Or how we
express 99.99% of our theology. Or even whether or not Luther said this or that or the other thing. We honour all of those things, but they don’t make us Lutheran.
All that makes us Lutheran is that we hold that we are all beloved children of God, and that we see that
grace most clearly reflected in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. And that can be so any
where, any time, and under any political, social, economic, or even theological circumstance. Luther might
not agree, but in my mind, that’s what’s so great about being Lutheran.
Happy 500th
Pastor Brian
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Church Council
The last Church Council meeting was on Wednesday, September 13.
October is a very special month this year. It is the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation. Please note the next page for some upcoming
events to celebrate this anniversary. There are many different events
often musical that will be occurring in October. Check the bulletin
board in the narthex and also the Sunday Bulletin.

Please share your ideas, thoughts and dream for a new kitchen at St.
Ansgar with the Kitchen Renovation Task Force. The members are
Louise Clunas, Elizabeth Narain, Diann Carpenter, Donna Valaitis,
Elizabeth Dunphy and David Veights. The goal is a more lovely and
functional kitchen, that will help engage and enthuse the congregation
in the life and mission of our church.

Next Council
Meetings will be
October 18, 2017,
at 6:30 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the November
issue. Deadline
October 23.

We continue to hear how important Coffee House is to those attending the worship service on Sundays. Signing up for an Annual Coffee
House is a terrific way to help. The Coffee House sign up sheet is in
the Fellowship Hall. How did the simplified Coffee House go over the
summer? Do you want to continue with simplified for the rest of the
year? Please let me or Elizabeth Narain know.
We are still working on including Council members among those that
count the Offerings on Sunday. Our goal is a minimum of two counts
per month. If you would like to volunteer to count please let me or
Louise Clunas know.
A million thanks to our regular counters this summer!
Anna McRae
Church Administrator

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Br ian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Special Reformation Services
1. A great deal of effort has been put in to ensuring that the marking of the 500 th anniversary of
the Reformation is less a Lutheran-specific celebration and more an ecumenical commemoration acknowledging both the brokenness at the heart of that historic event as well as reforms that the whole Christian church has benefited from. At a global level, Roman Catholics
have been invited to participate in these commemorations. To that end, a special Prayer
Service to be co-presided by Cardinal Thomas Collins of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Toronto and our own Bishop Michael Pryse will be held here at St. Ansgar Lutheran, Sunday,
September 29, 2:00 PM. Please plan to attend and invite a Roman Catholic friend or
family member for this historic service.
2. The Evangelical Lutheran Church In Canada set as a national project the Reformation Challenge. A special video was produced this past summer highlighting the project and what Lutheran churches across Canada are doing to meet the challenge. Five churches are highlighted, including St. Ansgar! (Also: Grace, Winnipeg; Messiah, Prince Albert; Holy Spirit, Edmonton; and Grace, Dawson Creek.) We will show this video as part of our worship on October 15. Please note that, to best show the video, we will worship in the Fellowship
Hall on that day.
3. Reformation Sunday will be held on Sunday, October 29. A mass service for all the
churches of the Central Toronto Area has been planned, and all Toronto Lutherans are invited and encouraged to come to St. James Anglican Cathedral (65 Church Street) at 2:00 PM
that day. The service will focus on how reformation continues even today, both in the ways
we worship God and in the ways we relate to our neighbour. Following the worship, a Lutheran march will be held from the cathedral to First Lutheran Bond Street where we will focus on outreach, justice, and care of neighbour. (Recognizing that not everyone will be able
to make it to the mass service, we will hold a simple Reformation Service at the usual time

Luther Playmobil Figures
We hope that the children who received a Martin Luther Playmobil figure are enjoying them, while
learning a bit about their Lutheran heritage at the same time!
Special thanks to Harald and Monica Grimm from Germany for donating 20 figures for our kids.
Harald and Monica are long time friends of St. Ansgar from when they lived in Toronto a number
of years ago. They return often to Canada to visit old friends, and when they are in Toronto, they
always come by for a visit. The Grimms also donated wonderful Reformation material from
Wittenberg, which will be on display throughout October.
Interesting factoid about the Luther Playmobil figure: A Newsweek article from 2015 reported that
the Luther figure was the fastest selling figure in Playmobil history when it was first released, confounding the maker!
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Outreach & Evangelism
It’s not like that at all!

I have written in the past about how I spend time looking at myself, doing some
soul searching into my own life and how I behave. I will freely tell everyone that
I am not a saint. I am far from doing What Jesus Does. But I do try to figure out
where I do stand and work out the things I can change.
In recent months, the world has been weighing a bit heavy on me…not because
I am carrying the weight on my shoulders, it is from seeing all the crap that is
going on – all over the place. We have some hot heads running a couple of
countries that could go to war at any time. We have polarized view points in our
society on so many topics like refugees, police and their “power”, racial equality
and gender issues. And more recently, even the way people behave when the
national anthem is playing has taken center stage.
I have looked at my own life and the issues that affect me. I have found some things there as well that
seem a little “unfair”. How come I cannot get a break in terms of achieving the goal I set out for myself. I
had expected that I would be working in the job that I wanted by now. I did so much prep work to try to
make that a reality. I learned new concepts and skills for what I wanted to do. I networked with people
who could help me improve myself and also people who can move me into that role. But none of it
panned out.
There was always something that happened to alter the building blocks I established. My contacts
would leave the company, positions would open up and then be taken away after I started meeting up
with the hiring team, basically it seems like I get blocked at every step.
It’s not fair!
I tried to understand what all of this unfairness was supposed to mean. What I was supposed to do in
the midst of it all. It is very common to ask What Would Jesus Do (WWJD)…so what WOULD Jesus
do?
Jesus said that “if your brother or sister sins…[ultimately you should]…treat them as you would a pagan
or a tax collector”. (Matthew 18:15-17)
I was SO ready to jump into that line of thought. I was so ready to just kick out all the people who had
the opposite view points that I had. I would love to just tell those who would not give me a break, because I “earned” it, to go take a hike! I would love to, JUST FOR ONCE, have something go the way I
had planned them to go. Yeah! Jesus told me to treat them as I would pagans and tax collectors! That’s
exactly what I will do!
I guess that’s what the Kingdom of God means to me. Casting people away because they have differing
views than mine. Screaming at the world because I did not get what I wanted. Loving only those who
loved me first……When I put things that way, I feel like such a heel!
It’s not like that at all, is it? Do I truly understand the Kingdom of God? Do I truly know what love is?
What God wants and what is in my mind are two very different things! I do not know how to approach
this. It is so difficult to face all the anger and unfairness with love.
This is a struggle that I am finding as I look at what it means to actually BE a Christian in this modern
world. The one filled with polarizing view points and issues that seem to be tearing everything apart. But
I know that I am not going to give up trying to work through this. It is only through all of this that I can
grow into a better person, someone who can understand more about the Kingdom of God and actually
do What Jesus Would Do! I hope I can count on your support as I go through this.

Alexander Mak
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Thanksgiving Decor
Once again the decorating committee
asks for your contributions of squash,
pumpkins, potatoes and other colourful
harvest produce to decorate the altar
space for Thanksgiving, Sunday,
October 8. You may leave these items
behind the altar, or in the refrigerator in
the sacristy.
Many thanks!
The Decorating Committee

Fellowship Dinner– November 24th
AN N U AL S T E WA R D S H I P D I N N E R
F R I D AY, N O V E M B E R 2 4 , 2 0 1 7
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Join us for good fun, fellowship and food.
Call Elizabeth Nairain 416-286-7318 or Anna McRae
416-783-3570 to be on the planning committee.

HELP is always needed!
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Holocaust Education Week - Nov 2 to 9, 2017
37th Annual Neuberger Holocaust Education Week
Holocaust Education Week 2017 examines the post
Holocaust period, and the specific events that have shaped our
understanding of the Holocaust. These events stand out as moments of such magnitude that they have dramatically altered the
way in which we conceptualise, depict and even talk about the
Holocaust.
They cross a multitude of disciplines such as cultural
productions, cinema and film, literature, history and many others. These moments also differ from one region to another. The
programs during HEW 2017 will unpack these pivotal moments
and ask why these are “the moments” and what else has been
overlooked in shaping our understanding of the Holocaust.
It is with great pride that St. Ansgar Lutheran Church will be
hosting one of the HEW 2017 events on November 4th at
7:30pm. Mr. Ian Leventhal will present “Restoring Memories –
The Shanghai Ghetto”.
There has been a Jewish presence in China for 1000 years. In
the late 1800’s Jews began to settle in the expanding port city
of Shanghai. In 1938 Jewish refugees from Nazi occupied Austria made their way to the safe haven of Shanghai, swelling the
Jewish population of that city to 40,000. In 2001 Ian Leventhal
visited the remnants of the Jewish community, where the idea
for the ‘Gift of Friendship’ was born. Mr. Leventhal will recount
his 10-year-long project in Shanghai, preserving the urban fabric of the original ghetto area, encompassing the Ohel Moshe Synagogue, the Yiddish Theatre and the antique brownstones that housed Jewish refugees.
Born in Toronto in 1951, Leventhal is an honour graduate of Fine Arts from York University. He also studied
at the Ontario College of Art now OCAD and at Sara Lawrence College in Lacoste, France. He has had numerous one man art exhibitions over the years but is probably best known for his numerous commercial
work that adorn and define restaurants, hotels, libraries, malls, schools, cafes, hospitals and banks from Toronto to Jerusalem. Please find time to come out on this evening to be a part of this HEW event.

Christmas Pageant, December 17, 2017
Our Christmas Pageant this year will be in the morning service on December 17.
We will learn the songs and will rehearse on during Sunday School in November.
I need to know the number of children who will be participating in order to plan the
script and songs. Please email me at lalymer@gmail.com by Oct 15 to let me know
if your child will be participating.
Thank you,
Leah-Ann Lymer, Pageant Coordinator
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Grief Support Group
Description

This education and support group is designed for those who are dealing with the death of a loved
one. Taking a faith-based perspective, we will explore various aspects of grief, how grief affects
one’s emotions, behaviours, body, mind and spirit. We will look at tasks one can do and adjustments one can make to move through grief, and help find ways to reinvest in one’s life in meaningful ways. The content of the course will be based on the materials of
Dr. Bill Webster, Centre for the Grief Journey.

Leadership
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart
Minister of Deer Park United Church, who has been facilitating
grief support groups for more than 25 years.
North Toronto Sponsoring Churches
Blythwood Rd. Baptist
Glenview Presbyterian
Eglinton St. George’s United St. Ansgar Lutheran
Fairlawn United
St. Clement’s Anglican

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Location:
Dates:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

St. Ansgar Lutheran Church,
1498 Avenue Rd. Toronto, M5N 2J1
(at Lawrence)
5 Mondays, Oct. 30 – Nov. 27, 2017
and follow-up session Jan. 8, 2017
7:15 – 9:00 p.m.
$20 per participant for the course materials
Florence Newman for information or to
register 416 447-7073 or skillbase@rogers.com

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga and
Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also members
of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone that could
benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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Financial Review
Here is a brief look at the current state of our finances as we enter the final portion of 2017:
Income and Expenses, as of August 31, 2017
Offerings:
$69,346
Designated Income: $3,085
Bequest:
$25,242
External Income: $130,187

Operations:
Benevolence:
Designated Benevolence:
Programs:
Staff Costs:

$68,821
$26,421
$1,714
$19,152
$98,136

Total Income:

Total Expenses:

$214,244

$227,860

If one looks at all the numbers in the above table, not just the final totals, the story that is told
here contains both cause for hope and cause for concern. On the positive side, our income at this point
is higher than it was at the same time last year. Thanks to your generosity and support, the amount of
money we have collected in offerings has increased compared to 2016. In addition, our income from
external sources is significantly higher this year. As you may recall, the parsonage sat vacant for several months in 2016 as we conducted some needed repairs and searched for a new tenant. This year the
parsonage has been fully rented, as this spring our tenants renewed their lease for another year. Several groups new to us have rented our church space this year as well, including a music group, a dance
school, and we will be having the Havergal ballet school in our space this fall.
Due to the generosity of our members St. Ansgar has received several bequests in 2016 and
2017, including more than $25,000 this year. This money presents us with an opportunity, and we
ought to carefully consider how we can best use it to improve life here at St. Ansgar. Conversations
among council, committees, and congregation members have generated several worthy ideas. One
common request from our members was to use a portion of the money to improve our church kitchen.
We have formed a committee to investigate the details of this endeavour and report back to Council
with a concrete plan for the renovation.
In the midst of all of this positive news there is another story to be told. When the amount of the
bequest is subtracted from the above totals, the income and expenses looks like this: Total Income
$202,618; Total Expenses $214,244. This year has brought with it several unforeseen large expenses.
Early in 2017 we had to replace the bathtub at the parsonage after it broke away from the wall. Then an
inspection revealed that some components of the boiler in the church were badly corroded and needed
to be replaced. At the end of a relatively problem-free summer, a heavy rainstorm caused flooding in
the church basement. Some plumbing and other work was required to repair the damage and hopefully
prevent a recurrence. Other repairs are needed and are yet to be completed; for example, a piece of
the concrete steps outside the Lawrence Ave entrance has sunk and needs to be repaired, and many
of our members have noted issues with our washrooms that ought to be addressed in a lasting way.
While we technically do have enough cash to go ahead with these repairs thanks to the bequests,
Council's hope is that the bequest money can be used to make improvements at St. Ansgar rather than
allowing it to be spent in dribs and drabs on regular maintenance issues.
We are a blessed congregation in many regards. Regarding finances specifically, we are blessed because our facilities suit many renters, because of generous bequests, and because of your generosity
in offerings. Please continue to make St. Ansgar a financial priority in your charitable giving so that we
can continue to serve God by serving our people and our neighbours for many years to come.
Sincerely,
Alex Niestrawski
Treasurer
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Vanessa’s Terry Fox Run

DEAR

FRIENDS OF ST. ANSGAR

I HAD A VERY GOOD TERRY FOX RUN ON THE SUNDAY ( Sept. 17 ).
I STARTED RIDING MY TRICYCLE FROM HOME TO THE WEST
I

CONTINUED

RIDING

INSIDE

THE

DEANE

PARK.

PARK.

IT TOOK ME ABOUT TWO HOURS TO FINISH.
THIS
MY

IS

MY 25TH CONSECUTIVE

BROTHER’S

FAMILY

WAS

YEAR.
RUNNING

THERE

TOO.

VANESSA
Terry Fox Run known as “ Marathon of Hope “ has created a new hope By focusing on
cancers that affect children. Over the last 37 years since Terry’s run, there has been dramatic improvement in treatments for many pediatric cancers. The annual Runs have taken
place around the country for fundraising to help research for further improvement. Donations can be online at terryfox.org/newhope or by calling 1-877-363-2467 We are very
grateful that with God’s Blessing, Vanessa was healthy to complete her 25th consecutive
year to support this event.
Peace,
Carol & David Lau
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Reformation 500 Toronto March

Passionate about Justice?
Join us at 2 pm on SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER for a service to commemorate 500 years of changes inspired by peaceful protests
that began with the Reformation in 1517.
March from St. James Cathedral to First Lutheran Church under
the banners of

Creation - Not for Sale
Human Beings - Not for Sale
Salvation - Not for Sale
Join the REFORMATION 500 TORONTO MARCH
March from St. James Cathedral, King
Street East and Church Street, to First
Lutheran Church at 116 Bond St.
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October Birthdays
Angela McDonald
Louise Hiltunen
Karin Horber-Morton
Patricia Matemba
Keira Weldon
Keegan Lutek
Mary Lutek
Shelly Lowe
Neil Clunas
Benjamin Bestvater
Elizabeth Narain
Elisabeth Lunder
Tamara-Louise Fuerst
Jayne Wagner
Sylvia Sarkus
Leif Vaage
Marquerite Bunbury
Sandra Kaufman

October 1
October 2
October 2
October 2
October 4
October 7
October 8
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 14
October 15
October 17
October 17
October 20
October 23
October 30
October 30

Baptismal Anniversaries
Patricia Matemba
Andrew Lowe
June Weind
Sabine Friedrich
Nicholas Lowe
Heather Turner
Andrew Fuerst
Kirsten Weind Matthews
Helmut Fuerst
Verne Edquist
Vanessa Lau
Stella Propp
Neil Ferguson
David Weind
David Veights
Mark Weind

October 2
October 5
October 6
October 9
October 9
October 9
October 10
October 12
October 13
October 18
October 24
October 26
October 27
October 27
October 28
October 31

