From the Pastor

The Rev. Brian Wilker
1498 Avenue Road, Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

Dear Member and Friends of St. Ansgar:
This is my last opportunity to connect with you in the pages of Family Doings. As so many of
us busy ourselves with thoughts of gift giving for the season, I’m reminded of the many gifts
I’ve received from you over the years. There have been the gifts of music and story-telling
that you’ve shared in worship and fellowship times. So many of you have vulnerably shared
your lives with me – your joys and sorrows, fears and hopes. You’ve opened your homes to
me. You’ve shared gifts of creativity and gifts of administration. Many of you have shared
pastoral gifts with me, listening to my concerns and hopes. You’ve prayed with me. You’ve
sung with me. We shared peace with one another, and we strived to live out that peace in
the world.
Thank you for the years that we’ve shared.
I’m proud of the work we’ve done together
and will always remember my time at St.
Ansgar with fondness.
I pray that you will show Pastor Olavi,
and whomever you call as your new
fulltime pastor, the same support and
kindness you have always shown me.
Remember that this community of faith
is so much more than any individual,
whether pastor or lay person, yet at
the same time it is not the same without
you and your gifts.
I wish you all a blessed Advent and a
merry Christmas.
May the peace of Christ be with you all.
Pastor Brian

FAMILY DOINGS

CHRISTMAS 2017

PAGE 2

FAMILY DOINGS CHRISTMAS 2017

Church Council
The last Church Council meeting was on Thursday, November 17.
As Church Council prepares for the Annual Meeting, nominations for
Church Council become very important. Please prayerfully consider
using your talents on Church Council. Speak to current and former
members of Council to understand what Council is all about. Express
your interest to Alexander Mak or any member of Church Council. If
you are approached by the Nominating Committee please take some
time to listen and consider what they have to say.
The Fellowship Dinner was a very successful event with our largest
attendance in years. We have received less than 10 Time and Talent
forms and pledge forms. These forms are big help to Church Council
as they budget and plan for 2018. If you have not already completed
a form please do so and submit it to the office as soon as possible.
There are forms in the narthex if you need them.

Next Council
Meetings will be
Monday, December
11, 2017,
at 6:30 p.m.

The changing times at St. Ansgar officially begin this weekend. Pastor
Brian’s last day is Sunday, December 3 and our interim Pastor Olavi
Hepomaki begins on Monday, December 4.
Have a safe and happy Advent season and a very merry Christmas.
Anna McRae
Church Administrator

The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the February
Issue. Deadline
January 29, 2018.
Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Br ian will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Brian after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.

FAMILY DOINGS CHRISTMAS 2017

PAGE 3

An Introduction to Pastor Olavi
Dear Reader,
My name is Olavi Hepomaki. I will be serving you as an interim pastor starting on December 4.
Some people may find it hard to pronounce my first name, so maybe we’ll start from that. Olavi is a
Finnicized version of a Scandinavian name Olaf. O is pronounced with a closed O as in ‘Top,’ and A
as the vowel in ‘cup.’ I is pronounced as the I in ‘fit.’ Consonants are pronounced the same as in
English. I usually heed anything that begins with an ‘O,’ so you don’t need to worry about the right
pronunciation.
As you may already guess, I was born in Finland. My childhood home was on the west coast in a
rural municipality called Pedersöre. This part of Finland has dense Swedish-speaking population
and Swedish is my second language. My parents were farmers and for as long as I can remember I
participated in all farm chores. I must admit that I didn’t appreciate the fact then as much as I do
now.
After finishing the comprehensive school, I studied at a vocational school to become an electrician,
and for a couple of years, I worked as an electrician in a local paper and pulp mill. After that I continued to study in the field of electricity and graduated as an electrical engineer in 1992.
In the same year I was accepted to study theology at the University of Helsinki, from where I graduated with a master of theology degree in 1997. I was ordained on January 11, 1998 in Lapua Diocese.
In 2003 we moved to Canada, Sudbury, Ontario. Our first plan was to stay here about five years but
we liked working here, and our stay has extended to fourteen years. I have served five different
ELCIC congregations, the last three of them as an interim pastor.
My wife, Riitta is also a pastor. She works as an assistant to the Bishop in the Synod office. Two of
our children live with us in Canada. Martta studies history at the U of T, Aaron is finishing his last
year in highschool. Two older sons Samuel and Paulus (wife Minna) and our grandchildren Touko,
Louna, and Aamos all live in Finland.

Christmas Pageant & Pot-luck Lunch December 17, 2017
Our Christmas Pageant this year will be in the morning service on December 17.
Following the pageant and service we will have our annual Christmas Pot-Luck
Lunch.
Throughout November, we will learn the songs and will rehearse the script
during Sunday School. Please email me at lalymer@gmail.com to let me know that
your child will be participating.
Thank you,
Leah-Ann Lymer, Pageant Coordinator
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Looking For A New Pastor – The Process
There are about five main steps that usually take between nine months and a year to complete before receiving a new pastor.
1. The Exit Interview – Completed November 21, 2017
2. The Interim Pastor – Rev. Olavi Hepomaki will begin the week of December 4, 2017.
3. The Call Committee – This is a group of about six people from the church whose job will be to
consider possible candidates as the new pastor and eventually present a name that they recommend to council, which in turn will present that candidate to the congregation for a vote. The
Call Committee receives names of pastors from the Synod Office who have indicated that they
are open to receiving a new call. The committee can also ask the Synod Office to ask particular pastors if they would be open to an interview and possible call at St. Ansgar. The Call Committee should be made up of a broad cross-section of the congregation. They will interview prospective candidates and may travel to a candidate’s current church to hear a sermon and see
how they lead worship. Their job has a finite time frame, beginning when they are appointed by
council, and ending when council has affirmatively voted to present the recommended candidate to the congregation – a time frame of usually six to eight months. Committee members do
not discuss who they are considering until a name is presented to the congregation. Rumors
can spread quickly throughout our Synod, and it would not be good for a congregation to discover through the ‘grapevine’ that their pastor is open to a new call. The committee can consider any rostered pastor of the ELCIC throughout Canada as well as, under special circumstances, clergy from our sister church in the U.S. (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), or even
from any church affiliated with the Lutheran World Federation around the world.
4. Congregational Mission Profile – This is a list of thirty questions about the congregation designed to give prospective candidates an accurate picture of the life of our church as well as our
hopes for the future. Many of the questions are straight forward – how many members, worship
attendance, important developments in the history of the congregation, previous pastors, etc.
Other questions might seek out more involvement by the congregation through a survey, such
as: What trends in the community will need to be addressed in the next five years?, or What are
the top three mission priorities of the congregation?, or List five areas of ministry you expect
your new pastor to give primary attention in their first three years of ministry. Those tasked with
completing the profile may fill it out however they see fit.
5. Congregational Vote – The Call Committee will eventually recommend a candidate to the
council. Council will then vote to recommend that name to the congregation. A congregational
meeting will be called, and the name of the candidate, along with other background information,
will be presented to the congregation for a vote. If the vote passes, the candidate will then
have thirty days to accept or decline the call. Should they decline, the Call Committee then
does whatever work is required to recommend a new name.
I hope that this helps clarify what might seem to some like a mysterious process. I hope that you
will trust and participate in the process along the way. If you would like to participate in a specific
way, such as serving on the Call Committee, I strongly urge you to let Alexander Mak or another
member of council know. Believe it or not, the process and the Call Committee specifically, can be
a lot of fun, and a great way to participate in the life of your church.
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Outreach and Evangelism
Dive or wade in?
It is Advent now, which means that it is going to be Christmas soon. What needs to be done for Christmas? What do we busy ourselves with? Some items that come to mind include:
Christmas Decorations
Some people go all out with decorations and some people just do the basics. For me it depends on
how busy I get during the season. At the very least, I go and pick up a wreath and put it on my door. I
would also do my best to set up a tree and decorate it.
Christmas Presents
It is the season for giving, so presents are something that fit right in with the season. The problem is
that you are not the only person who is doing this. As Christmas gets closer and closer, as the anticipation of Christ’s birth grows within us, so do the number of people out shopping for presents.
Christmas Dinner with Friends
Another part of Christmas is the food. Sharing food with friends is a great thing, but it is also a lot of
preparation ahead of time, like deciding on the menu. I usually get all picky and want make sure that
everything matches up and would not clash. This would include the wine for the evening as well. Invitations would need to be sent out, groceries would have to be purchased and finally the food would need
to be prepared.
Family Gatherings
Friends are one thing, but family is an entirely different matter. Friends do not nit pick like my mom
would. If dinner with friends required pre-planning, then family gatherings would require even more
planning to make sure everything is up to the highest standards or else I will know about it.
All of the above Christmas tasks require work and effort. To be successful in accomplishing the task,
one cannot just run head first into it. Sure, things may end up being done, but would it be the best it
could be? Would it be an effective use of your resources, namely your time and energy?
Planning ahead is always the better approach. Thinking about what needs to be done and plotting how
to best meander through all of the tasks. It would also be good approach to share these tasks and
work on them with others, basically get some help and do this together.
Of course, this is only a better approach to successfully reach your goals. If you were planning on
missing out on the wedding celebration because you do not have enough oil for your lamp (re: Matthew 25:1-13), then by all means just run head first into all of this.
As December starts, we also start into our next stage here at St. Ansgar. We have to look into calling a
new pastor. In the interim, we have Pastor Olavi here with us to help save our souls, but it is still up to
us to find our next pastor. Additionally, there are tasks that also need to be addressed in our regular
church life. Just to name a few:
Keeping worship going
Fellowship time with other brothers and sisters
Building upkeep (general cleaning and maintenance)
Let’s approach this new year the same way we would approach our Christmas tasks…We need to plan
out what needs to be done, but we can also do this together. I would like to challenge all of us to work
towards the common goal of worshiping at St. Ansgar. I am sure our fellowship together can make this
a great success.

Alexander Mak
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Christmas Gift Ideas
This season please remember our neighbors within our community who are in need. You may
decide to keep people in your prayers and/or you may feel you are able to give a donation.
Both are wonderful gifts of love. The following organizations need your help. Each gift offers a
better life to the recipient.

The Olive Branch for Children
Giving presents that make a difference this holiday season is easy with
www.theolivebranchforchildren.org

North York Women’s Shelter

The North York Woman’s Shelter has posted their 2017 Wish List online at www.nyws.ca
With your help we can make a real difference in the lives of women and children who are rebuilding
their lives free of violence and abuse.

CLWR Gifts from the Heart

The CLWR’s online catalogue has ideas for gifts for the person-who-has-everything. These gifts also help people all around the world. There are copies of the CLWR Gifts from the Heart catalogue
in the narthex or go to www.clwr.org for more information.
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Christmas Season
December 16

6:30 p.m.

Christmas Tree Decorating & Caroling Party

December 17

10:30 a.m.

December 24

10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Day Service

December 24

5:00 p.m.

December 25

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day service of lessons and carols.

Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship
and Annual Pot-Luck Lunch following worship

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Christmas Pointsettias
Once again we ask for pointsettia plants to place around the altar for Christmas
Eve and also Christmas Day. If it is possible for you to help with the display
please leave your plants in the office, the sacristy or behind the altar before
Christmas Eve.
Many thanks,
The Decorating Committee

ANNUAL MEETING DATES
January 8

5:00 p.m.

January 14
January 28

Annual Reports due
Voter’s list and Annual Reports available

12 noon

Annual Meeting

Lunch Provided

PAGE 8

FAMILY DOINGS CHRISTMAS 2017

Handel's Messiah
Performed by Voices Choir
featuring Monica Zerbe (mezzo-soprano)
Saturday, December 16 at 7:30 pm
Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields
51 Glenlake Avenue (at Keele, just north of Bloor)
Tickets: $30 adults, $25 students/seniors
available at the door or online at www.voiceschoir.com

Kitchen Renovation Committee Update
The kitchen renovation committee conducted focused feedback sessions
with the congregation during November and are moving forward in looking
at what can be done with the space. Ideas and input are still welcome!
Contact either Louise Clunas or Donna Valaitis with any ideas, questions,
comments or feedback.
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Fellowship Dinner

Thank you to all for attending
the Fellowship Dinner. Thanks to
Elizabeth Narain for organizing
the dinner and Alexander Mak
for organizing speakers. Thanks
to Sandra Kaufman, Diann
Carpenter and all the setup and
take down helpers and the
cleanup helpers.

We are so grateful for the amazing speakers: Rhonda Marie
Park, Pamela Kormano, Diane
Bestvater and David Veights.
Each attendee contributed
in some way to a wonderful
evening of fun and fellowship!
Thank you all!
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A Christmas Message
Christmas is a time of wonderment for small children,
and it’s a special time for teens and adults too.
Christmas is a time to enjoy a mug of egg-nog,
Laced with brandy, or maybe quite a few.
There are said to be twelve days of Christmas,
A well thought up time frame in days of yore.
If Yule Tide lasted any longer, all the needles of our
Christmas tree would wind up on the floor.
Christmas is a time to count our blessings,
And spend time with families and friends.
It was often said in olden times, “pay off your debts
Before the old year ends”.
Not many follow that rule today,
The motto is ”Shop till you drop.”
That really is a worrisome trend,
will this madness never stop.

I don’t know the answer, and people just don’t seem to care.
So let’s all try to be happy and wear a big smile.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Old Eric

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga and
Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also members
of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone that could
benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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December Birthdays
Suzan Gerber
Ruth Jensen
Ann Manno
Helga Mueller
Nancy Filzmaier
Shannon Niestrawski
Marsha Bailey
Christopher Wilker
Brian Fuerst
John Haberer
Sarah Howcroft
Rachael Hooseinny
Jeffrey McFarland
Sabrina Dewan
Lina Yaeger

December 4
December 7
December 8
December 8
December 9
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 15
December 15
December 16
December 21
December 25
December 25

Baptismal Anniversaries
Karin Horber-Morton
Kevin Lowe
Scarlett Molinaro
Sandra Kaufman
Luke Fullerton
Sean Veights
Phyllis Epp
Elsie Ma
Alexander Mak
Delila Matthews
Caelan Matthews
John Matthews
Lilian Edquist

December 1
December 8
December 14
December 21
December 22
December 22
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 27

