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From the Pastor
Run

Running is one of the most prevented daily activities. There is no running by the swimming pool,
at school hallway or in the church, as I have heard many parents advising their children. If not a
sporting activity, running can be linked with great emotions. As a teenager I remember, when I
got to kiss that girl, that I had a crush on. When I left from there, boy did I ever run – without any
particular reason. Just of the excitement of it all!
Also, people used to run around Jesus a lot. In the gospel Jesus, John, and Jacob are returning
from the mountain and “When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately overcome with
awe, and they ran forward to greet him. ” (Mark 9:15) Or “A man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’” (Mark 10:17) Even vertically
challenged Zaccheus didn’t walk, but “he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see [Jesus]
because he was going to pass that way.” (Luke 19:4) When you have received good news, when
you have hope for getting healed, or your life changed, or sins forgiven, it makes you run!
After Good Friday, no one had the need to run anymore. The hope of the disciples and other followers of Jesus was gone. One morning some women were on their way to anoint the body of
Jesus. They were not in any particular hurry. There is no rush when going to a graveyard. Later
on that day two disciples were on their way to the village of Emmaus. The reader gets the impression that also these men were dragging their feet along the way.
Their phase gets a sudden change together with the news and realization: “Jesus is alive!” The
men don’t care about the darkness, but hit the road immediately. The women run first to escape,
then to tell the news to the other disciples. Now the disciples Peter and John were running, almost competing in running to see the empty tomb.

The message of the empty tomb has also reached us. Most of us have heard about it already
when we were children. I have never seen anyone, including myself running because of the
Easter joy. No increase in pulse, no big emotions involved. I have to wonder what is wrong with
me? A message that gospel gives is so huge that I should be running on the streets crying:
“Jesus is alive. Death is no more!”
Instead, I act more often, like Jesus would have never even risen. The only way I can tolerate
myself is that I can see many of us on the Easter morning in the church, who with a monotonous
voice and stern look on our faces utter: “Christ is risen. Alleluia.” It may look and sound pathetic,
but we’ll do it anyway because we know, that it is the greatest news, we have ever heard.
Olavi Hepomäki
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Administrator’s Update
I hope that some of you noticed there was no Family Doings for
March. We had a little computer problem that could not get fixed
quickly enough to be able to produce it.
That computer problem also caused me to lose my congregation
email address file. I have been able to recreate it using the Church
Directory and the Power Church software email list. However, I
know I am still missing some email addresses. The missing email
addresses that I am aware of are often the spouses whose email
address is not in the church directory. So if you receive this issue of
Family Doings by email please check with your spouse to see if they
received it. If they did not receive it and wish to, please send me
their email address so that I can add it back into my master list.
There are others that I am not so aware of and I am hoping that
people will call to complain that they did not receive their Family Doings or never hear from the church anymore.(No calls came in March).

Next Council
Meetings will be
Monday, April 16,
2018, at 7:00 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the May/June
Issue. Deadline April
25, 2018.

As I am creating a new Church Directory, I can also add more
emails to your family listing if you wish. There will be a form in the
narthex to use to correct/change your Church Directory information.
A reminder - the Time and Talent forms and Pledge forms are in the
narthex on the top shelf with printed material across from the doors
to enter the Sanctuary. If you signed up for a role that you have not
done before please remember that Worship Volunteer Workshops
will be held regularly to help you to prepare for the role you wish to
do. If you missed a Workshop that you were hoping to attend please
let the office or Pastor Olavi know and we will reschedule at a time
that is convenient to you.
Have a very happy Easter!
Warmest Wishes
Anna McRae
Church Administrator

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Olavi will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Olavi after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Church Council Corner
A warm welcome from your Church Council, this is what we have been up to this month. Our
February council meeting started with a review of what has been happening over the past month.
Then we selected the positions on council. Alex Mak will continue as the chair. Alex Niestrawski
will continue as treasurer and a new secretary was selected. Last year there were only a few other
positions and we felt that resulted in a lack of support in some areas. So more liaison positions
were created and council members volunteered for the positions they we most interested in.
We then reviewed and accepted pastor Olavi’s report, Anna's and the treasurer report.

We discussed the survey that went out to the congregation and the timeline for when it should be
returned. We looked over the mission profile and agreed to complete what we could and Alex Mak
would consolidate everyone's input for the final version. Like everyone we are anxious to find a
new full time pastor.
We need to increase the number of volunteers so that ROTA schedule can be made up. If people
understood the requirements of the different positions they may feel more comfortable in volunteering for them. In order to do this we felt that a short 15 min overview of each of the different
jobs after coffee would provide people of a better understanding of the jobs. Each Sunday we will
select one area and go through what is need for the job, we will start with the areas were volunteers are most needed. We wanted to thank all of the people who volunteer on a regular basis
without their help Sundays would not be the same.

Catherine Friesen
The newly elected Church Council had its second meeting of this year on Monday, March 19,
2018. This team is full of energy and ready to tackle the present and incoming future issues that
may arises for our church. The Council is proud and very grateful to have a new member join the
team as Council Secretary Mark Wettlaufer.
Mr. Wettlaufer joined the Council with a lot of enthusiasm that will help to boost the morality of the
Team and we are happy to have him on board. Under the leadership of Council Chair Alexander
Mak, the new Council will be installed April 15, together with our Call Committee under their leadership Chair David Veights.
The main priority at the present is the Congregation Mission Profile for call process, all the forms
for our Profile has successfully filled up and we are in the process of finalizing it ready to be submitted before the end of this Month to the Synod. This will able the call committee to move forward.
Other priority is the ongoing kitchen renovation, Council did receive the updates from Kitchen renovation Committee, Council is encouraging the Committee to keep up with good job.
Workshops for worship, Council has noted that the turn-ups for workshops were very low or
sometime no one showed up, especially the role of Altar Preparation. Council will continue to re
schedule all the sessions once again and if you did miss a workshop that interests you, no worries
we will let everyone know the new schedule. All worship roles are very essential to our congregation and Council is encouraging for those whom has not sign up yet and may be interested in volunteering for any role, please do so, helping our congregation moving forward.
Thank you and God bless you all
Andrew Matemba
Property Committee.
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Outreach and Evangelism - March
Last month I shared a little bit about something that I was passionate about, my cultural roots. It is part of
what made me who I am. I was not born in Canada, but I grew up here. My parents gave me the cultural
identity with Hong Kong while my time spent in school here in Canada gave me the identity with Canada.
Together, it makes me one person. I do not think I can take out one part and still claim to be the same person.
The same can be said about my faith, of which I am also passionate about. Where did I pick that up from?
Does it make me proud or am I ashamed about it?
I trace back the roots of my faith to my parents. It was them that made me go to Sunday School when I was
a kid. I am pretty sure if I was left to my own devices, I would probably stay home and watch TV. But it was
more than that, my dad helped feed my knowledge and curiosity as well because I could see that he would
look up new information so that he could teach me more.
Don’t get me wrong, there were definitely things I resented about all this “faith stuff” growing up. My parents
forced me to have a weekly family bible study. As a kid in public school, I can tell you that this was torture.
Through the years, I have realized that my parents are more fundamentalist minded, that is, a lot of things
in the bible are considered literal and the “laws” stated are to govern our everyday actions.
Not knowing anything else, this is how I was raised. Pretty much force-fed knowledge. By high school, I
was actually quite into it. Maybe it is brain washing, maybe it was respect to my parents for imparting this
knowledge onto me, but I was quite passionate to tell other people about the knowledge I have learned. I
was still a very science minded person however, so I had to look up details and get to the history of things. I
had a study bible, I had bible supplemental books, I bought books on side religious topics. I started to question WHY to a lot of what was being said.
Ultimately, I came to realize that there was more to everything than just the letter of the law. One line that
was thrown around when I was growing up was “to enter the world, but not belong to the world”. Apparently
as Christians, I was to enter the world with my Christian values but I cannot belong to it. I had a hard time
with this line. I could not get past why the world would care about what I had to bring to the table if I am just
a visitor, someone on the sidelines. I felt the world and everything in it was created by God, so if I say I do
not belong to this world, how can I say I belong to a part of God’s gift?
This is the start of where I went my own way from my parents. I carried my passion about my faith, only
now my faith includes the world. I went into the world and I want to be a part of it, but in a way that would
help to show God’s love to everyone. This is where my passion lies. If I am passionate about something, I
need to tell people about it.
Does everyone share the same views as me? No.
Will some people despise what I say? Probably.
Will I change the minds of everyone I talk to? Pretty sure I will not.
Then why do I do it? Why do I keep telling people about the Good News? Why do I behave the way I do
and try to bring God’s love into my everyday life? Because I am passionate about it. This is no different
from me being passionate about my cultural roots. Ask me about being Chinese and I can talk and talk and
talk. Ask about me being Canadian and I can talk and talk and talk as well. Ask me about God and how my
life is changed as a part of it and I will talk and talk and talk just the same.
I hope you have passion in your life, something that you can talk and talk and talk about. I hope that God
and our church can be part of that passion as well. If you have it, come on out and let’s talk about this together, I will be waiting.

Alexander Mak
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Outreach and Evangelism - April
Whoever has ears, let them hear
Recently I spent a lot of time reminiscing about the past and how life was so much easier when I
was young. Although I “felt” that my world was going to collapse because a girl did not like me, I
know that if THAT was my biggest worry at the time, life was surely good.
As an adult, I have to take care of things that I need to live…things like the mortgage, car payments, property tax, utilities, groceries, work projects, yard work, snow shovelling, household
chores, the list goes on. When I was a kid, these things were never on my mind. Why would I care
about the mortgage or even groceries? Back then, I just opened up the cupboard and there were
the cookies. I opened up the fridge and there was milk, cheese and even Jamaican patties on
many occasions.
Life really changes as we get older and we can really feel like the world collapses on us when unexpected things come up. On one of those days, life was going on normally. I felt like I had things
in control. I still had to pay for my house and car, I still had to make repairs on things around the
house, but I felt like things were under control. Of course, this is when the curve ball is thrown at
you. Unexpected is just that…I did not expect it, nor did I see it coming. It messes up everything
and now I have a major crisis on hand that I need to take care of ON TOP of my regular life.
There is only 24 hours in a day, and they were already accounted for because of all of my adult responsibilities. Where was I going to find more time in my life to take care of the new crisis? It isn’t
the type of issue one can just brush away and pretend it did not exist.
It was at this time, when I felt the weight of all my worries, that I heard someone tell me to “Lay my
worries down at the foot of the cross. If God can part the Red Sea, why can’t he take care of you as
well?” Not only did this make sense, but the person telling me this was Jewish. They practice Judaism. Weren’t they the ones who killed Jesus ON that cross? But here this practicing Jewish person
is telling me to lay my worries down at the foot of that cross. In my times of despair and feelings of
darkness, God still reached out to me…and through someone I had never expected to tell me such
things.
Whoever has ears, let them hear! God will speak to us in many ways and through many unexpected people, we really need to use our ears and listen. In my desperate times, God was there
speaking to me. I believe that. In the end, my troubles were handled and life got back to the normal
worries of life, but the big turning point was for me to hear God speak through this person.
Paying it forward, I look at a line that should follow...Whoever has ears, let them hear. Whoever
has mouths, let them speak. I feel passionate about God speaking to me and caring about my life. I
have a mouth, I should spread the love and caring I have received, to others. At the very least,
there are a lot of people who may feel like they are lost or that their world is collapsing on them,
these are people who could really use God’s love and compassion. We can be the vessel in which
God uses to speak to them.
Those who have ears, let them hear. Those who have mouths, let them speak!

Alexander Mak
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An Olive Branch Update
PUTIYEI: WARRIOR AND FEMINIST
BY MOLLY FELDE

SEPTEMBER 24, 2017

Putiyei, the Olive Branch for Children’s project manager, is a man of few words and
key to the construction of the Peace
Home. He is involved in every step: from
overseeing the work crew, coordinating material deliveries and reviewing construction
methods. He's tall, athletic, and prefers
‘doing’ over ‘talking.’ He’s the willow tree,
deeply rooted, but able to bend in the
wind. Over the course of a day you might
find him scrubbing dishes, playing dodgeball, swinging a sledge-hammer, driving volunteers to villages, listening to people's
problems and building schools.
He is known for many things, but the only
one Putiyei will tell you about without too
much probing is his role as a father. Like
his own dad, he has dozens of children but how he and his father ended up with
this many children are two very different
tales.
Eight years ago Putiyei didn't speak English, had never driven a car, and was living
a traditional life in a Maasai Village. Putiyei
was asked by his village to guide the petite,
red-headed, Canadian-born Olive Branch
founder, Deb, as she travelled between villages doing community outreach work. Deb will tell you that, when she first saw him, she was so
distracted by his presence that she fell off her bike. He and Deb soon fell in love, and the rest as
they say is history, except it's not.
At 22, when Putiyei married Deb, he married her and the Olive Branch, which includes the children
Deb had already adopted. Today, they have a precocious six-year old of their own and around 40
children they love as mentors, coaches and parents. As he says with a sly grin, 'I've been busy.'
Putiyei has since learned the construction trade from previous volunteers and experts he has
worked with here in Tanzania, including our own Paul Mannion and Ivan Rhodes.
This wasn’t the life Putiyei was raised to live. He grew up from a very young age in the savanna
training to be a Maasai warrior, to herd and protect the family's valuables, namely cattle, from predators with a stick, a club and a knife. Putiyei was born to his father's fourth wife, which would ultimately help turn him into the man he is today.
Putiyei is most proud of and most excited about two things. His job as the (construction) project
manager, saying ‘I love it, I love being out in the field’ and 'the girls.' 'The girls' that
he is referring to are the Maasai girls and women who live with the Olive Branch. Traditionally Maasai girls are sent to be wives in another family, and they don't always get a choice in the matter. One of Putiyei's sisters used to be beaten by her husband because she did not conceive. An-
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other sister is studying to be a lawyer and plans to fight for women's rights. Some are in secondary
school, when they would otherwise be having babies, cooking, carrying firewood and water over
long distances. Some of the girls ran away to the Olive Branch to have these opportunities.
Of everything Putiyei has learned, it's his respect for women and his desire to help educate them,
that most intrigues me. Most people take on the values of their family and their culture. If they
change it's usually because of exposure, often in school, to new ideas at an early age. Putiyei never went to school and had little exposure to outside ideas until he was 22, an age at which most of
us are already formed in our thinking.
As a Maasai warrior Putiyei killed snakes, leopards, hyena, and even a lion to protect his cattle. Now he uses that same ferocity to protect the women and girls in his life. Sometimes, even at a
risk to himself.
I asked Putiyei what made him change his views on women from that of his father and his brothers. Deb’s feminism andinfluence is obvious, but what else caused him to fight for his sisters, what
caused him to veer away from the life he was raised in?
Putiyei told me that when he was growing up he saw his older brothers mistreat his mother. He
knew this was not okay. I suspect that it was this early observation, and his inner strength that has
led him to follow his instincts. Some people observe mistreatment and learn to repeat it, not even
recognizing it as mistreatment, or becoming immune to it and believing it is their right to see women
as objects because it benefits them. But a few people see this and decide not to participate. An
even smaller minority decide to make a difference. Putiyei is part of this elite group. He's making a
difference.
It hasn't been easy for Putiyei. At first, his relatives were angry with him -- some still are -- for abandoning the traditions and for marrying a westerner. The Maasai are one of three tribes in Tanzania
who still maintain traditional lifestyles and close family bonds. They are determined to raise their
children to follow in the footsteps of their parents, to herd cattle, to have babies, to increase the
wealth of their tribes, to be warriors. If they begin losing their children to Western education they
fear they'll lose what makes them unique.
Putiyei reflects fondly on his childhood and his roots. The freedom, the games they played, seeing
who had the best high-jump, the best long-jump. Practicing their fighting skills. Sometimes he
dreams of being out with the cows and his brothers again, even if just for a day. He hopes that
maybe someday he’ll get to spend one more day doing that. Now there just isn’t time. He said he
loves how the Maasai raise their children to run free and to be gain responsibility, to learn in nature. Although he himself practices a less strict, more receptive parenting style than his own parents. “I want a more open, honest relationships with my kids.”
Times are changing. The Maasai ride motorcycles, they carry cellphones. They used to be nomadic
but more and more of them are staying in permanent villages because the land is less open than it
was.
Today Putiyei's father has begun letting some of his younger daughters attend school, but the idea
of them marrying outside of the community is still unacceptable to him. Some of Putiyei’s younger
brothers are following in his footsteps. They are witnessing the benefits of medicine, money and
education. The Olive Branch has played a big role in this change by helping the women set up a
business to sell their jewelry. The organization has also brought medicine to the village and just built
the new Montessori school.
"In 15 years every family will have three or four kids in school,” Putiyei told me when I asked what
the future held. “In 20 years those kids will have jobs outside, in towns, they won't want to go back
to the villages, they won't want to live those traditional lives." Maybe, but maybe they’ll find a way
to maintain their culture just the same.

Putiyei is the type of guy who leads by example. He’s the type of guy other guys look up to. The
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PUTIYEI: WARRIOR AND FEMINIST CONTINUED
type of guy who empowers females. He’s the willow tree. He knows where he comes from, he
moves around the globe without letting it change his core values, he adapts to modern practices as
easily as he changes back into his Maasai dress and joins in the dancing.
Most recent updates on the Kujenga Collaborative projects featuring blog posts by Molly Felde, the
summer 017 Kujenga Fellow, as she works on a number of teaching, design and construction initiatives in Tanzania with the Olive Branch for Children.

The Olive Branch’s major annual fundraising event is on Friday, April 27th, 2018 when the charity
will hold its 13th Annual Gala Fundraising Dinner and Dance at the Bellvue Manor in Woodbridge,
Ontario. If you would like to purchase tickets to the upcoming gala, please visit our website at:
www.theolivebranchforchildren.org or contact Heidi Fiebig.
Debra and her husband Putiyei from the Oliver Branch will be visiting St. Ansgar on Sunday, May 6.

Neighbourhood Interfaith Group
The Neighbourhood Interfaith Group 32nd Annual Speakers’ Event
Date: Wednesday, May 9th
Venue: Mezzanine hall, Beth Tzedec Congregation
1700 Bathurst Street,Toronto
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9;00 p.m.
Panelists: Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl,
Shaykh Yusuf Badat,
Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton
Topic title: Context,Conflict, Cooperation-Interfaith Relations
Past, Present and Future
Buffet dessert reception following
Cost: $10/person

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga and
Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also members
of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone that could
benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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April Birthdays
Sophie Doyle
Carol Hooseinny
Rowan Rothe
Mark Wettlaufer
Ella Bunbury
Irene Rothe
Katherine McDonald
Vanessa Lau
Sig Gerber
Carl Partington
Juergen Friedrich

April 1
April 2
April 3
April 8
April 11
April 11
April 19
April 25
April 26
April 26
April 28

Baptismal Anniversaries
Diann Carpenter
Ryan Colebatch
Richard Heslop
James Helsop
Sophie Doyle
Cameron Lilly
Gregory Misir
John Skogstad
Linda Veights
Lina Yaeger
Samantha Veights
Tiffany Bunbury-Pelley
Ella Rothe
Michael Weldon
Alma Weldon
Benjamin Rothe
Richard Propp

April 4
April 5
April 6
April 6
April 8
April 11
April 11
April 12
April 21
April 21
April 22
April 23
April 25
April 26
April 26
April 27
April 29

