From the Call Committee

The Rev. Olavi Hepomaki
1498 Avenue Road,
Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570
April 25, 2018

At the Annual Congregational Meeting, a Committee was approved by the Congregation to
undertake the search for a new Pastor to lead St. Ansgar following the departure of Pastor
Brian Wilker. Six members of the Congregation were appointed to this Committee, known
as the Call Committee - Diann Carpenter, Catherine Friesen, Leah-Ann Lymer, Birgit Ratz
-Cheung, David Veights and David Weind.
Since its formation, the Call Committee has met three times. The first meeting was held
on Tuesday, February 20, 2018 to familiarize ourselves with the process of calling a Pastor
as recommended by the Eastern Synod and to prepare ourselves for the task ahead. The
second meeting was held on Monday, March 5, 2018 to assist Church Council by tallying
the results of the Congregational Survey for inclusion into the Congregational Mission Profile that was being prepared by Council.
Following the submission of the Congregational Mission Profile to the Synod by Council,
the committee met for a third time on Monday, April 16, 2018. Pastor Doug Reble, Assistant to the Bishop, participated in the meeting to deliver a list of potential Candidates and
to discuss the next steps.
Future activites include receiving resumes of the Candidates, traveling to different churches to see the Candidates live in action, interviewing the stronger Candidates, and then
making a recommendation to Council.
Because of the potential for the highest ranked Candidate to also have a familiy, particularly one with school-aged children, the Call Committee has a goal of completing the process
by mid-summer in order to give a Candidate time to get settled before the new school year
begins.
Stay tuned, as more updates will appear in future editions of Family Doings.
David Veights, Chair
St. Ansgar Call Committee

FAMILY DOINGS

MAY-JUNE 2018

PAGE 2

FAMILY DOINGS MAY-JUNE 2018

Administrator’s Update
At long last, spring is finally here. The sunshine is wonderful! Hope
you are all enjoying it.
I believe I am still missing some email addresses and hope that you
can help me recover them all. Just ask your friends at the church if
they received Family Doings from St. Ansgar this weekend.

Worship Workshops: We are hoping that now that some of you
have attended Worship Workshops, you are ready to help out on a
Sunday. The schedule is in the narthex. We are still not assigning
roles and are asking you to select the role that interests you and
sign up for it on a day that is convenient for you. If you want more
Worship Workshops please tell us and we will arrange them for
you. Just send an email to the church office admin@stansgar.ca

Next Council
Meetings will be
Monday, May 14,
2018, at 7:00 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the Summer Issue.
Deadline June 15,
2018.

Please fell free to call or email me anytime if need help signing up
or want to know how to begin assisting on Sunday.
Important Upcoming Events




May 6 Deborah McCracken of the Olive Branch will be
preaching during the service.
May 9 Neighbourhood Interfaith Speaker’s Event (see page 8)
May 26 Central Toronto Ministry Area Lunch & Learn
Topic: “We are tired of dying. It is time to focus on resurrection”
See page 4

Warmest Wishes
Anna McRae
Church Administrator

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Olavi will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Olavi after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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From the Weldon Family
Our family would like to thank all those who were so kind and helpful to us during the
time of Bill's illness, his sudden passing, and especially at the funeral. Elsie Duval,
Louise Clunas, June Weind, Sandra Kaufman, Carol Lau and others who brought food,
set up tables, helped serve, cleaned up afterwards and did whatever was necessary to
make those present feel welcome. Thanks to Anna who made phone calls and took care
of the many details we wouldn't have even thought about. Pastor Olavi and Pastor Brian,
thank you for sharing God's Word with us and reminding us that God is present at all
times. Tom Fitch and members of the choir, thanks. Your music was a blessing.
Our family have been members of St. Ansgar for many years and the love and concern
shown to us these past weeks has made us thankful to be a part of this family of God. Bill
always said he wanted his funeral to be held in church and that music was to play a big
part in the service. His wishes were granted. Thank you all.
Connie, Lisa, Christina, Michael and families

Church Council Corner
When Church Council met on Monday April 16 we were joined by the Call Committee and
Rev. Douglas Reble from the Eastern Synod to review the Congregational Mission Profile
that had been submitted to the Eastern Synod previously.
Many Council member missed this meeting and though there was much discussion there
could be no motions or final decisions made as we were without a quorum.







The main priorities of the Council are currently finding a permanent Director of Music
and/or a Choir Director.
Renewing the lease for Parsonage or holding off in case a new pastor wants or needs
the parsonage.
We will be following up with Jennifer Arden of the CLWR on Refugee Sponsorship
Requirements.
Our Insurance policy will be completely reviewed. A list of Insurance items to be reviewed
was distributed and we will also be reviewing the Safe Steps program.
David Bestvater will attend the Eastern Synod convention as St. Ansgar’s representative
this year.
Mark Wettlaufer will be nominated to attend the ELCIC National Convention in 2019.

You will be updated as we are able to complete these items and cross them all of our list.

Mark Wettlaufer
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Central Toronto Ministry Area Day
Often times we hear: “Our church is aging and in decline.” Or:
“Nobody wants what we offer.” Is there anything we can do to
change this? Can we take steps to revive our churches?

We invite you to discover a new way
of life for the church.
Lunch & Learn
Saturday, May 26th, 2018, from 11am to 2pm
St. Ansgar Lutheran Church, 1498 Avenue Rd, Toronto

Canon Susan Bell, Anglican Bishop-Elect of the Diocese of Niagara presents our keynote address. Prior to being elected Bishop,
Susan was the canon missioner for the Dio-cese of Toronto. Her
methodology “…is to come alongside where God is already
working, and to bless that energy with more energy and more resources.”
11am Registration | 11.30am Keynote address | Luncheon—Discussion |
2pm Finish RSVP by May 19: admin@stansgar.ca, Ph. (416) 783-3570
More information: lutheranstoronto.org or LutheransToronto
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Outreach & Evangelism
Jump up and down!
Back in the late 90’s, I made plans with some friends to go see a Maple Leafs game in the States.
Tickets to Leafs games at Maple Leaf Gardens were expensive and pretty hard to get. Getting tickets for a Toronto Maple Leafs vs New Jersey Devils game was, in comparison, very easy to get.
So the road trip was on. Five of us went down to watch the game. I am a Maple Leafs fan and one
of my friends is actually a Devils fan. The others were really just there because I made a mistake in
purchasing the tickets and there were three more tickets than I needed…but that is really a completely different story.
I brought my Leafs jersey and wore it to the game and although I was in “enemy” territory, I
cheered hard for the Leafs. When they scored, I was HIGH-FIVING anyone who would respond…
there were not many if you were wondering. Nonetheless, I made it very well known who I was
there to watch. My friends were a little worried I would be beat up, especially when the Leafs actually won the game and I was going crazy jumping up and down. Did I mention that I am a Leafs
fan? Maybe at that time FANatic was more apt.
There are things in my life that I am passionate about, obviously the Leafs are one of those. The
other is my Christian faith. I try to jump up and down for God. It sometimes feels like I am in enemy
territory as well. I read the news and see what is currently in the headlines and I feel that there is
so much discrimination and just plain bad attitude being spread around. At work, there is often
quite a bit of negativity amongst work teams because team members are not seeing eye to eye.
What Would Jesus Do? This question may be popular back in the 90’s when I went to my hockey
game, but it can still be asked today. What WOULD Jesus do? It is definitely not an easy task to
follow in those footsteps exactly because we are comparing ourselves to the ultimate in righteousness. But standing up for my faith in enemy territory is something that needs to be done. We are
called to be followers of Christ. Did Jesus only walk where he was accepted? Of course not. He
walked through the another ultimate…the ultimate road to the cross.
But definitely when I examine my faith, what I have
been through in my life and how God has been there
with me all the way, I can find strength to stand up
and show my faith even in enemy territory. When
people around me are negative, I can find strength to
project something positive. Over Lent, I did my best
to not let negativity get to me even when I was facing
some stubborn coworkers. I am happy to share that I
was overall good during this time and did not have any outbursts of negative comments about people and events that happened.
It is a challenge still, but being passionate about what we believe in and showing our faith as a result is definitely a good thing. When Thomas proclaimed his confession in front of Jesus with “My
Lord and my God!”…there was conviction in what he said. He probably worked through his doubts
and in the end made a very strong proclamation. On top of following the path of Jesus, maybe we
can think of following Thomas as well.

Alexander Mak
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St. Ansgar Annual Church Picnic
Sunday, June 10th on the Havergal College grounds,
after worship
We will host Advent Lutheran Church at our picnic this year!

All are welcome!
Lots of parking at Havergal
Bring lawn chairs and/or blankets for seating.
In case of rain, see you in the Fellowship Hall
For more information check Sunday bulletin
announcements and your email.
A Church Picnic Committee is being formed.
To join the committee or share your ideas
please contact Alex Mak
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Vacation Bible Camp 2018
We are in the process of putting together a team of volunteer leaders to organize games,
crafts, and activities with the campers. We are booking special events during the week and
planning outdoor activities.
We are looking for a VBC Coordinator. If you are interested in the paid position of the coordinator please contact Louise Clunas or Anna McRae. The coordinator takes on the responsibility for the entire event and gets to choose the theme of the week and the dates. Our sign says
the third week of August, but it can be held the week that we have the most volunteers and
chidren that want to come.
There are still lots of ways that you can help with the camp! We are always looking for volunteers to help with the camp.




to decorate the church with this year's theme
to lead the children to each activity
To help with organization

Whether it be for a day or for the whole week, we appreciate all the support you can offer. To
volunteer to help out at VBC call Louise Clunas.
So tell your kids; tell your friends; tell everyone you know. VBC will be ther third week of August
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The cost of registration is $25 per child or $40 for a family. You
can register your children at any time in person. You can register by calling Anna in the office
or by email or online at stansgar.ca.
As soon as we have a coordinator, the topic and dates will be finalized and registration forms
will be available.
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Neighbourhood Interfaith Group
The Neighbourhood Interfaith Group
32nd Annual Speakers’ Event
Date: Wednesday, May 9th
Venue: Mezzanine hall, Beth Tzedec Congregation
1700 Bathurst Street,Toronto
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9;00 p.m.
Panelists: Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl,
Shaykh Yusuf Badat,
Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton
Topic title: Context,Conflict, Cooperation-Interfaith Relations
Past, Present and Future
Buffet dessert reception following
Cost: $10/person

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga
and Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also
members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone
that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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May Birthdays
John Matthews
Stella Propp
Gavin Battaglio
Emily Clunas
Cameron Lilly
Glen Nelson
Alex Rothe
David Johnson
Gretchen Johnson
Eileen Smith
Caelan Matthews
Sarah DaSilva
Johanna McDonald
Amanda Propp
David Clunas
Jacob Heslop
Delila Matthews
Amelia Schwade
David Bestvater
Jordan Smith
Daniel Schwade

May 1
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 4
May 6
May 8
May 9
May 9
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 16
May 18
May 18
May 18
May 22
May 23
May 26
May 30

Baptismal Anniversaries
Conor Carpenter-Darby
Monica Horber
Glen Nelson
Scott McFarland
Liam Weldon
Jacob Heslop
Erika Wagner
Vaiva Yaeger
Debra Johnston
Maggie Bunbury
Kalanan Morton
Rowan Rothe
Gretchen Johnson
Derek McFarland
Alan Partington
Ann Manno
Hans Friedrich
Ruth Wiens

May 1
May 1
May 1
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 9
May10
May 13
May 14
May 16
May 18
May 19
May 19
May 23
May 25
May 30
May 30
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June Birthdays
Scarlett Molinaro
David Lau
Heidi Molinaro
Eneida Alleyne
Carol Lau
Logan Heslop
Elsie Ma
Kastania Horber-Safwat
Bohdan Buczko
Marilyn Partington
Ellen Haberer
Anitta Smith
Robert Lee
June Weind

June 1
June 3
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7
June 9
June 10
June 12
June 15
June 17
June 23
June 26
June 29

Baptismal Anniversaries
Felicia Narain
Emma Pastia
Maya Giuliani
David Johnson
Sarah DaSilva
Jeffrey McFarland
Neil Clunas
Heidi Molinaro

June 6
June 8
June 13
June 19
June 24
June 27
June 28
June 28

