Vacation Bible Camp

The Rev. Olavi Hepomaki
1498 Avenue Road,
Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

Summer has arrived! That means barbeques, outings, family time, AND Vacation Bible Camp!
This year St. Ansgar’s Vacation Bible camp theme is TIME LAB, where our children will go on a journey
spanning from eternity past to eternity future! Our young time travelers will have an extraordinary time encountering Jesus Christ in creation and eventually being ‘transported’ to participate in His eternal reign in
the new heavens and new earth at the end of the camp!
TIME LAB will be held during the week of August 20th-24th from 9:15am-12:15pm. There will be science and drama classes, crafts, and games for children aged 3-12. “Scientists in Schools” will be conducting an awesome science workshop mid-week and there will be an outing to the park on the final day.
Registration is now open. TIME LAB will be a quantum leap of fun and excitement, so we encourage you
to invite all of your family, friends, neighbors, and acquaintances. Everyone is welcome – we’re calling all
time travelers to join us for this amazing adventure!
Registration fees are $25 per child, with a maximum of $40 per family for the week. You can register children at any time in person through the forms in the Narthex or by contacting our VBC coordinator, Michael
Reardon. His phone number is (647) 907-8087 and his email address is michael.mc.reardon@gmail.com.
During the summer, children are invited downstairs during the worship service to prepare for TIME LAB in
lieu of Sunday School.
May the Lord bless our next generation through this Camp!
Blessings in Christ,
Michael Reardon
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Administrator’s Update
As you all know there are many things happening at St. Ansgar
now. The most important is the search for a pastor.
I would like to remind you of an ongoing issue - Refugee Support.
St. Ansgar has not taken on the financial responsibility of a refugee
in a very long time. Whenever we are asked we do agree to be a
church sponsor and try to give friendship and emotional support.
A little more than a year ago Dula Adem arrived in Canada on April
22, 2017. Dula is doing well taking classes to improve his English
and to become a citizen. He is working in Vaughan and saving his
money to bring his wife and children to Canada. He is anxious
about being able to put all the money necessary aside to sponsor
his family to come to Canada. Because of his anxiety, Jennifer
Arden of CLWR arranged for him to come to the church today.

Next Council
Meetings will be
Monday, August 20,
2018, at 7:00 p.m.
The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the September
Issue. Deadline
August 27, 2018.

His biggest concern is finding a 2 bedroom apartment for his family.
He is expecting them to arrive in the fall. If any of you have connections in the apartment rental business please let us know. Your
help would be greatly appreciated!
I will be on holidays from June 27 to July 24 inclusive.
I wish you all a wonderful summer and will see you in August.
Anna McRae

Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: Pastor Olavi will be happy to meet with you to discuss weddings and baptism
(for yourself or your child). To make an appointment, speak with Pastor Olavi after service, or call the Church
Office 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Pastor at your ear liest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Church Council Corner
May 14 Council Meeting
At the May 14th Council meeting, Council reviewed all the leases that were up for renewal.
Council also decided that in the absence of regular Property Committee meetings, Council would
meet separately as the Property Committee and review all outstanding Property To-Do lists and
prioritize the most important ones.


The goal would be to arrange the To-Do List in order of importance.



To find point people for each job to be done that will get quotes and make a recommendations
to Council.



Council will choose the jobs and the quotes to be done. Getting all the major tasks out of the
way would hopefully make it easier for people to accept positions on the Property Committee.

On May 27 Council met as the Property Committee and decided the most important items are:
1. The sinking stairs and leaking on the Lawrence Ave side.
2. Replace the boilers.
3. Repair or replace the flat roof over the office.

4. Repair or replace the roof over the Sanctuary.
5. Install a floating vinyl floor in the narthex and ramp to the Daycare.

At the June 18th Council meeting
The Church Council has been busy discussing many issues.
We are very excited to help 3 refugee families through Canadian Lutheran World Relief. This is a
long process that takes over 3 years before an applicant’s application will even start to be processed. Since there is no financial responsibility on our part we are happy help.
Church Council discussed the upgrades decided upon at the Property Committee meeting.
This month the Daycare’s lease was extended and the Joyful Korean Church has decided to
continue renting our facilities for another year.
On September 16th we will be having a Church BBQ. See page 6 for more details.
In the Fall we will start up again with the weekly Sunday worship workshops teaching everyone
how to do the weekly worship roles, like worship assistant, usher, communion assistant, counting
the money, arranging the alter and flowers, reading the lessons, etc.
The call committee informed us that they have started to interview potential Minister candidates.
There will be no Church Council meeting in July, the next meeting will be August. 20th.
Birgit Ratz-Cheung
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Outreach and Evangelism
We are the world, we are the children…
While I was growing up, I heard this line quite a lot:

Christians are in this world, but not of the world
The way I was taught what this meant is that we as Christians live on this earth, but our eternal life
is in heaven. Whatever happens right now in this world does not affect us because our final destination will be in a great place free of sorrows and hardships. Right now, this is not really our life, it
is like having citizenship in heaven, so all this crappy stuff that is happening at the time will all just
go away when we go “home”.
I guess this helped me through my life when I was growing up and I faced hardships like failing
school courses or being dumped by a girl (maybe I should say – girls). I had hope and believed,
that this will all pass and I will not have to care about such things ever again – some time in the
future though, just not at that time. I remember sticking to this belief passionately and even
consoling friends when they faced their problems in life.
As life continued and I became an adult, I found it harder to follow that belief the same way. There
was something a little off with the way that idea sat with me now that I started being responsible.
And I WILL say it, when I was young, I was not responsible. I did not care about other people or
the world around me. As an adult I felt that even though I am an ex-pat on this world, I cannot sit
idly by and just say that all the injustice happening around me is not my concern.
In a way it is like one of the rental apartments that I was in. The walls were quite worn down and
the window blinds were caked with grease from over the years. I could have said, this is not my
place…I am only a tenant. It is temporary. But I did not accept that. Nothing would change if I just
did nothing, so I painted the walls and cleaned off all the grease from the window blinds.

If you do what you always did, you will get what you always got
No matter how temporary, that apartment was my home at that time. It was a place that I wanted to
feel happy about. To make that happen, I had to actually do something about it. I don’t want to get
what I always got…because that was no longer acceptable to me.
As I see the problems in this world and everything that is happening, I cannot stay away from it
anymore. Although my eternal life is in heaven, I am still living here on this earth right now. I am
a Christian, a follower of Christ. In the previous issue of Family Doings, I asked WWJD? I cannot
believe that Jesus would just sit back and say, “You know what, I’m only going to be on this earth
for 30-ish years of my life. Why do I care about the plight of these people?”
I do not know what I will do because every situation is different, but I know that I cannot just sit idly
by and do nothing. I am passionate about being a Christian and it better mean something when
others see me. When someone asks “Hey, what is that guy doing over there?” I want to be the
subject of this response, “Oh him, he is a Christian trying to make a difference!”

Alexander Mak
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St. Ansgar Annual BBQ
St. Ansgar’s 5th Annual Rally Sunday Service and BBQ.
Sunday, September 16, 2018
We are encouraging you to let us know that you plan to attend and we will
make sure that there is plenty of food. You will have a choice of beef
burgers, veggie burgers, hot dogs, salads and desert.
It’s a great day to get back in touch with your friends at St. Ansgar after a long summer. There will be another exceptional service for all ages.
It will be time to get your school bags, briefcases, cell phones and other
work and school paraphernalia blessed. Registration for Sunday School
will also happen as well as the first meeting and introduction of the new
Confirmation Class.

RSVP by Wednesday, September 12.
Sign up in the narthex or send an email to admin@stansgar.ca or to
Elizabeth Narain at enarain@rogers.com
Let us know how many members of your family will be attending
and the breakdown of beef burgers, veggie burgers or hot dogs.
All freewill offerings collected will go to the St. Ansgar Refugee Fund!
All are welcome!
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Childhood Days
When I was in my preschool years, I had a special act.
I would mimic the actions of grownups (only men of course)
and always with integrity and tact.
I didn’t have a large repertoire, close relatives were taboo
And since I was seldom taken out, my chances to gain
new subjects were far apart and few.
Visiting friends and kinfolk would try and guess
who I was play acting to be.
I never did more than one subject per visit,
and never ever asked for any kind of fee.
Our quests were able to tell who our subject
was each and every time; and they were very generous
giving me pennies and nickles, sometimes even a dime.
Mother thought my act was, inane, to say the very least,
but Father said it was cute and since I was only four years old,
he often marvelled aloud that I could be so astute.
But he also said, “You know my son, that is a risky thing you do.
If your subject catches you in your act,
it surely would be a great embarrassment for you.”
So I listened to Father’s sage advice and
gave up my miming career. It probably was all for the best,
but giving up those gratuities just didn’t seem fair.
Now as I sometimes reminisce about my childhood days,
I can more clearly understand how little children develop facial
expressions, body language and other characteristics as they imitate
their elders in countless different ways.
Old Eric

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga
and Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also
members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone
that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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July Birthdays
Alan Partington
Chase Friedrich
Roger Partington
Richard Heslop
Erin Bestvater
Emma Pastia
Connie Weldon
Barbel Hauer
Dennis Propp
Andrew Fuerst
Gisela Gingras
Felicia Narain
Doreen Martindale
Padraig Darby
Lisa DaSilva
Madeleine Weldon-White
Helmut Fuerst
Emilia Dunphy
Nicolas Lowe
Robert McFarland

July 1
July 2
July 3
July 5
July 10
July 10
July 11
July 14
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 18
July 20
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31

Baptismal Anniversaries
Padraig Darby
Marilyn Partington
Jordan Smith
James Matemba
Juergen Friedrich
Barbel Hauer
Anthony D’Amore
Tiffany Misir

July 1
July 7
July 5
July 6
July 11
July 15
July 16
July 25
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August Birthdays
Miranda Morton
Christel Manraj
Theo Rothe
Sarah Weind
Olivia Weldon-White
Elsie Duval
Ella Rothe
Barbara Black
Joshua DaSilva
Sabine Friedrich
Scott McFarland
Lisa Weldon
Christina Weldon
Christel Sperling
Donna Valaitis
Doris Budhoo
Gregory Misir
Francois Paroyan
Justin Paroyan
Karl Hauer

August 3
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 8
August 11
August 13
August 14
August 18
August 21
August 21
August 25
August 25
August 26
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 28
August 29
August 30

Baptismal Anniversaries
Eileen Smith
Dennis Propp
Sebastian Rode
Evan Hatanaka
Zachary Hatanaka
Amanda Propp
Barbara Johnson
Connie Weldon
Emilia Dunphy
David Clunas

August 2
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 12
August 14
August 19
August 19
August 20
August 25

