From the Pastor

The Rev. Jennifer Weetman
1498 Avenue Road,
Toronto M5N 2J1
pastor@stansgar.ca
Phone: 416-783-3570

The already and the not yet.

It’s a theological phrase that you learn in seminary, that refers to the Reign of God. The Reign of God
(sometimes called the Kingdom of God) is how the world would be if it were as God would have it to be. And it
has, with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, begun. But its fulfillment, its total realization in all perfection and glory, will not occur until Christ returns. In the meantime, we live in the world of the already-and-not
-yet.
We learned the phrase in systematic theology, but I remember that very soon students learn to apply it to all
sorts of liminal, in between times of waiting. Most especially, the call process. Because as hard as the call process is for congregations, it’s ten times harder for pastors, who have absolutely no control over the timing and
speed, and who (especially as first call pastors) still need to figure out how to eat and pay rent and survive
WHILE they wait.
The already and not yet.
And that’s the place that you all find yourselves right now. Your call committee has worked faithfully and diligently, interviewing a myriad of candidates before narrowing it down to the one that they think best “fits” the
pastor that St Ansgar needs. The council affirmed their choice, and after two weeks’ notification, you voted as a
congregation to call that person and they accepted. Congratulations! You’re now in the already and not yet.
And I’ve been placed in your midst to walk with you while you wait.
If you think about it, that’s the job description of a pastor generally, to walk with the people of God as they seek
to live faithfully, grow in faith, and wait, whether for Christ’s return or their next called pastor. And it’s an odd
thing, being the one who serves as what we call a “bridge pastor”, the one who spans the gap between the long
-term interim and the permanent pastor. There are many things I would do if I were either your long-term intentional interim or permanent pastor that I won’t because our time together is too short.
And yet this isn’t, shouldn’t be, merely a period of marking time. Just as I hope we wouldn’t put our growth as
disciples on hold even if we knew Jesus was retuning on Christmas Eve, there are opportunities for transformation even in the midst of waiting for your next pastor to arrive. You can strive to learn new ways of being,
new healthy ways of being the Body of Christ, so that instead of encountering a plethora of “but-we’ve-alwaysdone-it-that-way”, your future pastor finds a community open to different ways of doing just about everything,
because they willingly admit the old ways haven’t worked.
What a gift that would be!
Another opportunity for faithfulness is worship. Consider making a Back-to-Church resolution, not for my sake
(certainly not!), but for the sake of your already-but-not-yet pastor. Commit yourself to worshiping every week
here at 10:30, both for your own spiritual nourishment and so that when the new pastor arrives, they find a congregation that is not merely a group of people, but a true community of faith, already living into the covenant of
their baptismal promises by gathering each Sunday for Word and Sacrament.
Advent (and your new pastor) will be here before you know it... time to start working on those gifts.
Pax,
Pr. Jennifer
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Administrator’s Update
I would like to thank the congregation for a warm welcome
the past few weeks since starting at St. Ansgar. It was a
pleasure to meet some of you at the Annual BBQ and I am
certainly looking forward to meeting the rest of you as time
comes.

Next Council
Meetings will be
Monday, October
22, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.

I have come to learn about the congregation, your faith and
most importantly the support that is required of me over the
last few weeks as I trained with Anna. I have surmised that
she has done a tremendous job over the last 15 years and I
know her shoes will be hard to fill but with your support and
understanding I will be able to do what she has done for a
great congregation like St. Ansgar. I am excited for this new
challenge and do look forward to getting to know more of
you. Feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions at admin@stansgar.ca or at 416-783.3570.
Lourdes Vega
Church Administrator

The next issue of
Family Doings will
be the October
Issue. Deadline
October 29, 2018.
Our Church
Worship: Ever y Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheelchair accessible building.
Baptism & Marriage: To discuss weddings and baptism (for your self or your child), please call the
Church Office at 416-783-3570.
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to infor m
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you.
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact the Chur ch Office at
your earliest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements.
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Church Council Corner
Council met on September 17th. In addition to the regular committee reports and
financial update, the following items were discussed:


Council met and welcomed our new Church Administrator, Lourdes. We are excited to begin working with her, and we wish Anna all the best in her retirement!



Pastor Olavi provided feedback to Council based on his observations during his
time as Interim Pastor. This included several suggestions for improving the way
Council operates, which Council may want to consider in the future.



Council thanked Olavi for the leadership he provided for our congregation during
the past year, and wished him well as he leaves for his next calling.



Reviewed and signed the employment agreement for Pastor Pamela.

Alex Niestrawski

Fall Clothing Drive Out-of-the-Cold Program
Fall Clothing Drive to support Beth Sholom/ Beth Tzedec Out-of-the-Cold Program
Elsie Duval and David Bestvater

In June of this year we had the privilege of attending the ELCIC Eastern Synod Assembly. I attended as a volunteer and David attended as St. Ansgar’s lay delegate. (Pastor Olavi attended as our
ordained roster delegate.)
This year, the Assembly’s theme was 'Liberated by God's Grace ... to be neighbour' and there were
a number of presentations and workshops pertaining to this theme. One of the presentations was
given by Rafi Aaron. Rafi is a local well known poet, writer and activist. He is also the spokesperson for the Interfaith Coalition to Fight Homelessness and is Co-chair of the Beth Sholom/Beth
Tzedec Out of the Cold Program. Working tirelessly (and right within a short walk from our own
front door) Rafi and his associates and volunteers are showing us how to be a neighbour to the
homeless ones who are living in our midst.
In addition to giving warm beds to sleep in, the Beth Sholom/ Beth
Tzedec program also provides evening meals and for those who need it,
they also provide warm clothes. Our congregation has decided to contribute to their clothing bank. So, in the fall, we’ll be reaching out within
our congregation, and we’ll ask you to gather up and bring to the church
any ‘new or nearly new warm clothes that you’d be able to donate to this
important program.
You’ll hear more about this from us.
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Outreach & Evangelism
It’s always someone else
When I was in school, I felt that my years in junior high were the worst. Grades 7 thru 9 was filled with
nothing but people bullying me and picking fights with me just to beat me up. No one was my friend,
and those who allowed me to hang around, only did so because I had something to offer, like a baseball bat – to play baseball, not to fight with. I had a lot of my stuff stolen from me as well, e.g. pop culture magazines, portable Walkman speakers, hand held game devices. Many people also lied to my
face about being my friend.
For the longest time, I felt that it was everyone against me…that everyone else were bad people. Basically, I told myself all those years that it was NOT my fault, that it is those people in my school who
were being cruel. That thought sustained me through high school. Of course, I did not go to the high
school my junior high fed into. I had my parents get me into completely different neighbourhood high
school because I wanted to shake those bad people from my life.
My high school years started off better than my junior high life. However, I eventually found that the bad
people were there as well. Not as bad as in junior high, but people were still hating on me and making
jabs at me regularly, there were also people who were being fake with me as well. I weathered those
high school years better than junior high and got myself into university where you do not associate with
people and everyone is just a casual acquaintance. So life was finally stable.
During university was when it finally dawned on me that for some strange reason, all through my life up
to that point, there were always bad people being mean to me and treating me (in my opinion) badly.
After some reflection, and after really listening to the things some people said to me / at me, I realize
that it was ME all along. It was NOT everyone else that was being mean, but in fact it was ME that was
being mean to others.
Apparently, I came across as a huge jerk and also quite selfish. That was my attitude and the way I presented myself to others. I guess somewhere along the way I had this sense of entitlement and it just
came out of me as such. It wasn’t until I realized this and decided to do something about it that I found
that there are people who are actually nice. People who would actually be friends with me because I
was a friend and not because I had some usefulness.
Why was it so easy to think SOMEONE ELSE was the problem? Why did I never think it was me until
so many years afterwards? I do think about all the friendships I could have made if I was nicer to people first. Unfortunately, we can never go back in time to change things, no matter how much we want to,
we can only live in this moment.
I have regrets for being a jerk to people in the past. I do not think any of you were from my junior high
school days, but I think sometimes that side of my character still comes out. I truly apologize to anyone
whom I may have offended or mistreated because of the way I acted. I tried to live my life the way God
wanted, but that was what I did with it. In fact, I am quite ashamed in front of God as well. How can I be
a witness for him if I treat people the way I did?
The one saving grace (literally) is that God does accept me, even though I was such a jerk. He has given me wisdom to see this and to make a change in my life. I may not be perfect, but that is the point.
God accepts me when I am not perfect. That is the witness that I bring to others….that is what my life
represents.
Alexander Mak
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Grief Support Group
This education and support group is designed for those who are dealing with the death of a loved
one. Taking a faith-based perspective, we will explore various aspects of grief, how grief affects
one’s emotions, behaviours, body, mind and spirit. We will look at tasks one can do and adjustments one can make to move through grief, and help find ways to reinvest in one’s life in meaningful ways. The content of the course will be based on the materials of Dr. Bill Webster, Centre for the
Grief Journey.
Leadership
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart
Minister of Deer Park United Church, who has been facilitating
grief support groups for more than 25 years.
North Toronto Sponsoring Churches
Blythwood Rd. Baptist
Eglinton St. George’s United
Fairlawn United
Glenview Presbyterian
St. Ansgar Lutheran
St. Clement’s Anglican

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Location:
Dates:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Eglinton St. George’s United Church
35 Lytton Blvd. (at Duplex))
6 Mondays: Nov. 19 & 26, Dec. 3 & 10, 2018
and Jan. 7 & 14, 2019
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
$20 per participant for the course materials
Jamie Macdonald for information or to register
416 451-7551 or jwmac18@gmail.com

Thanksgiving Decor
Once again the decorating committee
asks for your contributions of squash,
pumpkins, potatoes and other colourful
harvest produce to decorate the altar
space for Thanksgiving, Sunday,
October 7. You may leave these items
behind the altar, or in the refrigerator in
the sacristy.
Many thanks!
The Decorating Committee
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Terry Fox Run

Vanessa went for The Terry Fox Run on September 16. She rode her bike from home to
the West Deane Park. It is her 26th consecutive years. It was very hot and hard for a 1 1/2
hour ride.
WITH GOD’S BLESSING, SHE DID IT AGAIN.

Seniors Exercise Classes
The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health.
The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga
and Stretching. Both Classes are in the narthex.

No charge!
All are welcome!
Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also
members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone
that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.
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October Birthdays
Angela McDonald
Louise Hiltunen
Karin Horber-Morton
Patricia Matemba
Keira Weldon
Keegan Lutek
Mary Lutek
Emilia Colebatch
Catherine Friesen
Shelly Lowe
Neil Clunas
Benjamin Bestvater
Elizabeth Narain
Tamara-Louise Fuerst
Jayne Wagner
Leif Vaage
Marquerite Bunbury
Sandra Kaufman

Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 8
Oct. 11
Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 14
Oct. 17
Oct. 17
Oct. 23
Oct. 30
Oct. 30

Baptismal Anniversaries
Patricia Matemba
Andrew Lowe
June Weind
Sabine Friedrich
Nicholas Lowe
Andrew Fuerst
Kirsten Weind Matthews
Helmut Fuerst
Verne Edquist
Vanessa Lau
Stella Propp
David Weind
David Veights
Mark Weind

Oct. 2
Oct. 5
Oct. 6
Oct. 9
Oct. 9
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 18
Oct. 24
Oct. 26
Oct. 27
Oct. 28
Oct. 31

