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    From the Pastor 
So, I’m wondering... do you think St Ansgar, as a congregation, wants to grow or not?  It’s a serious question, 
and not a rhetorical one, either.   
 
Do you know that the average new member has to have 8-10 positive Sunday morning visits at a congregation 
before they decide that a congregation is “their place to be”? But that only one negative experience can cause a 
person to cross a congregation off the list of possible faith communities? 
 
When I first arrived in Toronto, I visited most of the local English-speaking Lutheran churches in an attempt to 
find a church home. So I know what it’s like to be a visitor. I’ve been here for six weeks now, but I’d like to share 
four stories of my experiences as a visitor at St Ansgar, in the prior six years: 
 
 In 2011, I joined you in September for worship, and afterwards was looking for a copy of the newsletter, so 

that I could see what sorts of things you had going on, and so that I could get a sense of the flavour of the 
congregation. I couldn’t find any in the narthex, so I asked the person who had assisted in worship where I 
might find a copy.  She was not interested in trying to find one for me in the office or anywhere else, but 
noted that the newsletter was “on the website”.  When I told her that I had seen that, but that unfortunately it 
was password protected, she responded, “Yeah, but it’s an easy password.”  A bit confused, I replied, “But, 
you see, I don’t have the password.”  There was a silence, as she stared at me, and then she said, “Oh, 
that’s a problem,” and turned and walked away.  I crossed St Ansgar off the list. 

 
 December of 2017, I decided I’d give St Ansgar another shot, support you all in the time in between called 

pastors, and came to Christmas Eve worship.  I arrived fairly early, and there were not yet many people 
sitting in the sanctuary.  I found a seat towards the back, where no one else was, and sat waiting for 
worship to begin.  As the time grew closer, a woman arrived, threw down a bunch of coats next to me, and 
said, “You can’t sit here. This is our family’s seats.  You need to move.”  Stunned, I moved, but then 
experienced a chaotic worship in which what was in the bulletin was not actually what happened, as a 
variety of people did things that must have represented “the way they’ve always done things”, but were an 
unpleasant surprise to both visitors and the interim pastor (who appeared to be as confused as we were).  It 
was so bad that I got up and walked out before the candlelighting. And I once again crossed St Ansgar off 
the list. 

 
 Ever the optimist, I attempted to worship here on Ash Wednesday, but discovered that it had been 

“cancelled”.  The same was true of Maundy Thursday.  I considered that as part of the interim process the 
congregation may have decided to close, to cease to be a congregation, and crossed St Ansgar off the list 
for the last time.  [Because, really, who cancels the start of Lent and Holy Week?!?] 

 
My conclusion, not as a pastor but as a visitor, from those four attempted worship experiences, was that you 
think strangers are scary, and you really don’t want anyone who isn’t already “one of you”.   
 
Do you want to grow?   
 
The Metro Chicago area is often used as a comparison with the GTA.  The vast majority of the time, Toronto 
wins the contest, hands down.  Everything from quality of public education to numbers of homicides, Toronto is 
far and away the better place to live.  It’s not even close.  But in terms of the church, we lose here... and by a 
large margin.  Chicago is vastly more secular than Toronto, struggles with worse poverty, and yet the ELCA 
needs to have an entire synod just for Metro Chicago.   

See From The Pastor, page 2 
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Next  Council  
Meeting will be  
Monday, November   
19, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The next issue of 
Family Doings will 
be the Christmas  
Issue. Deadline 
November 23, 2018. 

 

Our Church 
 

Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a wheel-
chair accessible building. 
 
Baptism & Marriage: To discuss weddings and baptism (for  yourself or  your  child), please call the 
Church Office at 416-783-3570.  
 
Hospital Visitation: If you or  a family member  end up in the hospital, please take a moment to inform 
the church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you. 
 
Funeral Planning: We gr ieve the loss of your  loved one with you. Please contact the Church Office at 
your earliest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements. 

...There are 178 congregations in Metro Chicago, and they have an average 
membership of 488 and an average worship attendance of 129. Congregations 
with similar facilities and demographic areas as St Ansgar would, in Metro 
Chicago, routinely expect 250-300 in worship each Sunday.   
 
And it’s not a matter of throwing flashy “functional” fixes at things... a worship 
band and knocking on doors will solve nothing. It will require “adaptive” 
changes, a new understanding of who you are as children of God and a new 
living out of who you are as the body of Christ (even if you’re called to be a little 
toenail or the appendix, rather than the heart or brain or hands). The question 
is... do you really want to grow? Do you want to be faithful to Jesus’ Great 
Commission command, to God’s purpose for the Church?  And if so, what are 
you willing to give up, that you dearly love, to do so?   
 
Does St Ansgar really want to grow?... it’s something to ponder and pray about. 
 
--Pr Jennifer 

   From the Pastor   

                 Reminders  
Don’t  forget to Fall Back on Sunday, 
November 4! Set your clocks back one 
hour Sunday morning and enjoy an 
extra hour of sleep! There is also one 
more crucial task  that should also be 
completed with every anniversary  of 
turning the clocks: changing the 
batteries in smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors. Don’t stop there, 
offer to change and check batteries in 
all of these devices for elderly family 
members or neighbors, too. Can you 
think of a better use of that hour you’re 
going to gain this weekend?  
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                       Church Council Corner       

 
Please place your donated items on one of the collecting trays located in the 
Narthex. The items that are needed include: 
 
Adult sizes and in new or nearly new condition 
 Down coats 
 ski jackets 
 parkas 
 snow pants 
 sweaters 
 hoodies 
 sweatshirts 
 sweat pants 
 blue jeans 
 corduroy pants 
 winter boots 
 hiking boots 
 running shoes. 
 
- David Bestvater 

      Drop off clothing donations for the Out-of-the-Cold Program 

On October 23 council held its regular monthly meeting. This was the first one with Pastor 
Jennifer with us and I felt that it was very enlightening as there was good discussion coming from 
the pastor’s sharing of church development and areas of growth that we can focus on. It made 
me see that even with a new pastor coming in another month, we still have a lot of work ahead of 
us. 
 
As Lourdes is easing into the administrator role at St. Ansgar on her own in the month of October, 
St. Ansgar is slowly getting back into gear. Although we have closed some of the larger 
administrative items that council needed to face this year (finding a pastor and administrator), it 
now frees up our time to focus on issues that we have neglected because of it. One of those 
areas include the way St. Ansgar is presented in social media. This needs to be investigated to  
see what can be done to properly put us into the current digital world. At the very least, a new 
web page would be a welcome change to the way we present to the world wide web. 
 
Other things that will be tackled by council include the property issues surrounding the boiler 
replacement, flooring replacement of the narthex as well as the general insurance policy that 
covers our church and its members. These are major issues that need time to get done correctly, 
but we have them as priority items that we have to resolve. 
 
-Alexander Mak 
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Outreach & Evangelism        
Was it worth it? 
 
Shotgun! That was the memorable word from the sermon on October 21st. But as a kid growing up in the 70’s and 
going on family car trips, we never got to call shotgun. We were relegated to the reverse bench seat at the back 
of the station wagon. One of the roles for the person in the shotgun seat is to help navigate the route. This task is 
hardly something a kid was allowed to do. But it wasn’t all that bad as we still got to call seats…anything but the 
middle seat – that was what mattered back then. 

 
The thing about this reverse seat is that you never got to see where 
you are going. It was all about seeing things after it has passed. We 
can hear our parents point out some landmark coming up and we 
would anticipate seeing it once we drove past. Of course, we only got 
to see it from its backside. 
 
This backward seat in some ways is a reflection of my life. When I 
don’t get shotgun, I can only go along for the ride and see how things 
look after I go past it. There was a benefit to this because seeing 
where you have been and what it looks like from the other side allowed 
me to know what I can do about it when I do get to be in the navigation 
seat. 

 
Sometimes the road is very nice and scenic and sometimes you get taken for a ride through some questionable 
paths. In all of these situations, I have used them as learning experiences. You can learn a lot from seeing where 
you have been. If I liked something, I can do it again, or even try to make it even better by adding something 
more. If I didn’t like something, I would not do it again…but of course, I would make sure I understand what was 
done and try not to repeat those steps again. 
 
I have found that life is constantly like this. We do something, if we like it, we do it again and if we don’t like it, we 
can try something new. I remember when I was in University, I finally realized that I have been a pretty crappy 
person. I often acted like a jerk and did not really care about other people. I had thought I was navigating through 
life and going to the good places, but things were just on cruise control and I did not even realize that I was just 
going through all those questionable paths. 
 
Wanting to actually do something with my life, I really put in the effort to figure out where I wanted to go and plot a 
course for that destination. Before GPS, planning out a route from one place to another held a lot of unknowns, 
but that was how it was done. You planned as much as you can and held faith that whatever the path, there will 
be enough fuel or strength to plow through to the end. 
 
Changing my life like that was scary. I did not have the answers and I did not know what awaited me, but I went 
ahead and took up the task to truly navigate my life. I am very thankful to God that I have the wisdom to learn 
from my mistakes along the way, that the times when I felt I was left stranded on the side of the road, that there 
was help in some form that came by. Sometimes it is a good Samaritan and sometimes it was hard fought climb 
out of a ditch. No matter how easy or difficult it was, I had faith that my destination was the correct place I wanted 
to go to. 
 
When I finally reach my destination, I have to ask was it all worth it? Why did I go through all of the hardships to 
get there? Sometimes it seems like it may have all been for naught. Then I remember what it is like to go for a 
ride in the backwards seat of the old station wagon. I got to see the road and the scenery as things passed by. I 
learned from the good and the bad. That is the same for my path to any destination. As the navigator, I look 
ahead to the goal, but I cannot forget about being the kid in the backward facing rear seats that can see how 
things are as you pass by and learn from that as well. 
 

Alexander Mak 
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Grief Support Group 
 
This education and support group is designed for those who are dealing with the death of a loved 
one. Taking a faith-based perspective, we will explore various aspects of grief, how grief affects 
one’s emotions, behaviours, body, mind and spirit. We will look at tasks one can do and 
adjustments one can make to move through grief, and help find ways to reinvest in one’s life in 
meaningful ways. The content of the course will be based on the materials of Dr. Bill Webster, 
Centre for the Grief Journey. 
 

Leadership 
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart  
Minister of Deer Park United Church, who has been facilitating  
grief support groups for more than 25 years. 
 
North Toronto Sponsoring Churches   
Blythwood Rd. Baptist   Eglinton St. George’s United 
Fairlawn United    Glenview Presbyterian 
St. Ansgar Lutheran   St. Clement’s Anglican 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

 
Location:    Eglinton St. George’s United Church  

          35 Lytton Blvd. (at Duplex)) 
Dates:         6 Mondays: Nov. 19 & 26, Dec. 3 & 10, 2018  
                    and Jan. 7 & 14, 2019 
Time:           7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Cost:           $20 per participant for the course materials  
Contact:     Jamie Macdonald for information or to register  
                    416 451-7551 or jwmac18@gmail.com 

Christmas Pageant & Potluck Lunch, December 16, 2018 
 

Please mark your calendars for this year's 
Christmas pageant, which will take place on 
December 16 during the morning worship 
service. The service will be followed by a 
congregational potluck lunch. 
 
Children will be practicing for the pageant 
during Sunday School throughout 
November. Please email Leah-Ann Lymer 
at    LALYMER@GMAIL.COM if your 
children will be participating in the pageant. 

mailto:jwmac18@gmail.com
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The Olive Branch Update  
“Joseph is doing very well. He is working hard at school. 
Currently he is in Form III. He is enjoying the sciences and 
focusing on pursuing sciences in the future. Joseph is our 
resident joker. He never fails to hide around some corner to 
jump out and scare me. He loves playing practical jokes on 
me. I got him back a couple of weeks ago, hiding his blanket. 
He looked everywhere and questioned everyone. Finally it 
was returned to him just before bedtime. Joseph and I really 
enjoy laughing and joking together.  On weekends, Joseph 
always wakes me up very early to go on a hike with him. It is 
really nice bonding time. Cake is his favourite thing. He 
never fails to remind me to bake cakes for the house on 
Sunday afternoon. He always brings a little piece to his 
friends at school to share with them. Joseph is one of the 
best soccer players in Uyole. He plays for our Zion Home team. He plays midfield. We are so grateful for 
your support and send you all our love!”  
 
Submitted by Heidi Feibig on behalf of Debra McCracken, Founder and Tanzanian Representative of 
The Olive Branch for Children* 
 
*  The Olive Branch for Children is a Canadian-incorporated non-profit organization focused on empowering those most vulnerable in 
the Mbeya region of Tanzania, Africa. This charity assists many people in that area whose lives have been impacted by HIV or AIDS, 

Confirmation Lunch and Movie 
 

Confirmation students are invited for lunch and a viewing of the movie “Luther” 
 
 

Where:  Lily’s place, 466 Old Orchard Grove 
 

When: Sunday, November 18, 2018, after worship   
 

                                                                        Seniors Exercise Classes  

   The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health. 
   The Wednesday 12:30 p.m. class will focus on Yoga    
   and Stretching.   Both Classes are in the narthex.   
     

                                       No charge! 
                                   All are welcome!  
 

    Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also  
   members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone 
   that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.  



  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8                                   P A G E  7  

Annual Fellowship Dinner 
 

 
St. Ansgar Lutheran Church 

Invites you to its  
 

Annual Fellowship Dinner 
 

Join us for  fellowship and food  
Welcome Pastor Pamela and hear an interesting speaker 

 
Friday, November 30, 2018 

Fellowship: 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner : 7:00 p.m. 

Save the date  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guest speaker will be announced mid-November 
 

We will have a choice of chicken or pasta** for the entrée 
 
 

Please RSVP and include your choice of entrée by Friday, November 23, 2018 
Sign up in the narthex or contact Lourdes at 

admin@stangar.ca or 416.783.3570 
 
 

**vegetarian option 



 P A G E  8                   F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

Hannaford Christmas Concert  
With the Elmer Iseler Singers 

 
 
This year’s concert is being held at Metropolitan United Church – on Tuesday, 
December 11, 2018 at 7:30 pm   
 
Metropolitan United Church is situated at 56 Queen Street East [corner of Queen St. 
and Church St.] in downtown Toronto.  There is ample parking available in the evening 
in that area. 
  
It is the best concert of its kind in Toronto and the McCracken Group pricing this year 
again is extremely reasonable:  $20 a ticket for adults, and $10 a ticket for students and 
children. They make a great Christmas/holiday present.  
 
Just let me know, as soon as possible, if you can attend and how many tickets you 
want.   I’ll order them for you and will let you know as soon as I have them.  You can 
pay me when you get the tickets.   
 
If you have attended this concert in the past, I am confident you enjoyed it.  
 
I hope you will be able to join us and get in the seasonal spirit with great sounds, and 
songs.   
 
Heidi Fiebig  
Telephone: 416-767-3052 
Email:  justice4all@primus.ca 
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Holocaust Education Week 

 

Illuminating the Shadows: Untold Stories of the Holocaust 

With millions of pages of historical documents, photographs and film recorded by 
perpetrators, victims and rescuers, along with thousands of hours of recorded testimony 
from survivors as well as perpetrators, the Holocaust is the most documented case of 
genocide in the world. Yet much remains unknown, awaiting discovery.  

This year’s program sheds light on untold stories, new 
research, and marginalized histories of the Holocaust. HEW 

2018 creates a platform for them to be heard and understood, 
expanding the familiar picture and leading us to a more robust 
and complex understanding of the multidimensional nature of 
the Holocaust. 

This year, St. Ansgar is proud to host an evening with 
Holocaust survivor Hedy Bohm on November 10th at 7:00pm. 
Hedy was born on May 11, 1928 in Oradea, Romania, to 
Ignatz and Erzsebet (Breuer) Klein. She was an only child, 

who attended the same Jewish girls’ school as her mother. 
Her father created beautiful custom furniture. 

In April 1944, Hedy's entire community was ordered to leave 
their homes and 30,000 Jews were crammed into a small 

ghetto. Groups were shipped out daily in stifling cattle car trains. In May 1944, Hedy and 
her parents were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, in Nazi-occupied Poland. Upon arrival, 
Hedy was separated from both her mother and father, never to see them again. Three 
months later, at the age of 16, she was selected to go to Fallersleben, a slave-labour camp 
in Germany, where she assembled land mines and V2 rockets in a converted Volkswagen 

plant. 

After liberation, in 1945, Hedy made her way back to Oradea. Her aunt, Ilus, who survived 

due to her marriage to a non-Jew, opened her home and heart to her. In December 1947, 
Hedy married Imre Bohm whose parents were also killed. They left Romania because of 
the Communist takeover. 

Upon arrival in Toronto in 1948, they began a new life. Hard work enabled Hedy and Imre 
to grow from factory workers to owners of their own small successful business, which 
Hedy continued to run after her husband's death in 1992. Hedy retired in 2007 and enjoys 
spending her summers at the cottage with her two grandsons, swimming, reading, doing 
yoga, tai-chi and playing bridge. Her greatest gift to her children, Vicky and Ronnie, is their 

Canadian citizenship. 

With fewer survivors alive, Hedy felt compelled to share her own experience and hopes 

that it will have made a difference in the lives of her listeners. 
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 Lillian Edquist   Nov. 3 
   Jeremy Misir    Nov. 3 
   Sean Veights   Nov. 4 
   Louise Clunas   Nov. 5 
   Linden Horber-Safwat  Nov. 6 
   Tannen Horber-Safwat  Nov. 6 
   Susan Matemba   Nov. 6 
   Kevin Lowe    Nov. 7 
   Alexander Mak   Nov. 8 
 Caleb DaSilva   Nov. 13 
   Phyllis Epp    Nov. 14 
   Luke Fullerton   Nov. 14 
   Derek McFarland   Nov. 19 
   Eric Eirikson    Nov. 21 
   Ellen Heslop    Nov. 21 
   Eugene Cheung   Nov. 24 
   Jackson Giuliani   Nov. 24 

    October Birthdays 

       
           Elsie Duval    Nov. 1 
 Amelia Schwade   Nov. 1 
 Nicholas Niestrawski  Nov. 2 
 Johanna McDonald   Nov. 3 
 Emilia Colebatch   Nov. 5 
 Donna Valaitis   Nov. 5 
 Madeleine Weldon-White  Nov. 7 
 Olivia Weldon-White  Nov. 11 
 Keegan Lutek   Nov. 12 
 Justin Paroyan   Nov. 13 
 Eric Partington   Nov. 16 
 Carl Partington   Nov. 16 
 Francois Paroyan   Nov. 19 
 Leif Vaage    Nov. 21 
 Emily Clunas   Nov. 26 
 Louise Hiltunen   Nov. 29 
  

Baptismal Anniversaries  

© Parker Falton 


