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    From the Pastor 

     Greetings to all! 
September is almost here, and this means that many people will be launched into the 

planning and experiencing of new routines within their lives. Life invites us to take part in new and 
different experiences with God guiding each one of us! We are not alone within any of this.  I hope 
you have an opportunity to experience something wonderfully lifegiving and new in the coming 
days!  

It is August 28th and this week St. Ansgar’s is buzzing with the activity of the Vacation Bible 
Camp children, as well as those people who are leading the various parts of the VBC this week. 
Wendy, Louise, Sherryann our 2019 VBC co-ordinator, Diane, Leah-Ann, Marilyn, Barbara, David, 
Jordan, Bethann, Anthony, Justin, Maggie, Jordelle, and other people have and are working as a 
team to bring together this years VBC! 

 Our Bible-Vector Verse for our “To Mars and Beyond” VBC this year is,                                                  
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work in 
us!”      Ephesians 3:20 
  The children are listening to and discussing five wonderful Bible stories- one each day, they 
are laughing, carrying out out-of-this-world science experiments, assembling and eating lovingly 
prepared snacks - including rice crispy meteors on Tuesday- for the Bible story- “The Good 
Samaritan Helps a Fellow Traveller”, creating incredibly fun crafts (Yes, I am taking part in as many 
parts as possible… including the craft time as well! I love being a “Child of God”! J), on Monday - a 
lion mask craft for the Bible Story - “Daniel Trusts God in the Lions’ Den”, playing  awesome 
games, learning new songs, and we had a special guest today, Wednesday - Anne from 
“effect:hope”, The Leprosy Mission Canada whom David invited for the day we have the Bible 
Story –“Jesus Heals Ten Lepers”.  

It’s wonderful observing the children as they learn about: faith-kindness-thankfulness, 
watching the children form new friendships, have new experiences, and work together. We have 
two youth Justin and Maggie, who were confirmed in June, who have taken on the roles of crew 
leaders! Anthony who is presently in confirmation has taken on the role of assisting with the 
science sessions! This is life giving for me, as I see Christ’s love working within and through each 
person in so many different ways! I invite you to be part of this experience next year! All Are 
Welcome! Consider the opportunity to volunteer or if you are a young child, then you may hope to 
attend! There are also opportunities to be part of so many other ministries here at St. Ansgar! It is 
amazing what is possible when we all come together with God working within and through us! 
Really, when you think about it, this years VBC Bible- Vector Verse is one we are all able to draw 
from!  

The VBC has helped to launch me into the upcoming events like “Rally Sunday” on 
September 8th, with a “drumming workshop for the beginning of Sunday School during the worship 
service, as well as the “Blessing of the backpacks and tools for daily living“. Please bring in your 
backpack, computer, cell phone, briefcase, knitting needles, work boots, walker, etc!  The Annual 
Welcome Back BBQ is taking place on September 22nd where we will all have an opportunity to 
gather together after the summertime!  

We hope you will join in these events! All Are Welcome!  
 

Peace and Blessings,                                                                                                                                                          
Pastor Pamela     
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Next  Council  
Meeting will be  
Monday, September 
16, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

The next issue of 
Family Doings will be 
the October Issue. 
Deadline, September 
23, 2019. 

 

Our Church 
 
Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments. We have a 
wheelchair accessible building. 
 
Baptism & Marriage: To discuss weddings and baptism (for yourself or your child), please call Pastor 
Pamela 1 (289) 321-2727.  
 
Hospital Visitation: If you or a family member end up in the hospital, please take a moment to inform the 
church office. We will be pleased to provide pastoral visitation/prayer support for you. 
 
Funeral Planning: We grieve the loss of your loved one with you. Please contact Pastor Pamela at 1 (289) 
321-2727 at your earliest convenience for pastoral support and preparation of arrangements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Education Committee will be including a short column in each 
Family Doings with a Christian themed Book or Movie.  Below is our 
first column.  Please send suggestions for future months to 
wendy.paroyan@sympatico.ca. 

Book/Movie of the Month 

The Shack by William P Young 

Mackenzie Allen Phillips's youngest daughter, Missy, has been 
abducted during a family vacation, and evidence that she may have 
been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in the 
Oregon wilderness. Four years later, in this midst of his great 
sadness, Mack receives a suspicious note, apparently from God, 
inviting him back to that shack for a weekend. Against his better 
judgment he arrives at the shack on wintry afternoon and walks back 
into his darkest nightmare. What he finds there will change his life 
forever. 

Book/Movie of the Month 

                       Photo from the Moon Exhibit at the Aga Khan museum 
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Vacation Bible Camp 2019 
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Outreach & Evangelism        
As the world turns 

 
When I go out biking, I usually put on some tunes on my phone and listen to them through my 
headphones. Not that loudly as to block out the rest of the world completely, but enough volume 
to put me in my own world as I bike through the bike paths and neighbourhoods. At that time, it is 
just me in my own world trying to focus on training for my MS Bike ride in September. Nothing is 
going to distract me from my training. 
 
Sounds like I have it all set. I am focused and headed in the direction that I want to go towards. 
Nothing else matters at that time other than gearing up for my ride…Of course, if I have it all 
figured out correctly, then this would be a very short article. 
 
What am I actually keeping from being my distraction while riding through the bike paths and 
neighbourhoods? What is actually happening around me while I ride my bike? On one of my rides, 
I had forgotten to charge my headphones, so I was forced to ride without music. I was no longer 
able to keep from getting distracted. 
 
Guess what happened on that ride, now that I can be distracted…I was drawn into a different 
world outside of my own. This world had trees, grass and flowers. There was flowing water from 
the river, rustling of the leaves from the wind and even sounds from the birds in the area. One 
very annoying thing I noticed was the loud sound coming from the cicadas as I ride past. All of 
these things are such distractions from my ride and training. 
 
So, am I Mary or Martha? I cannot say that training for my upcoming bike ride is a bad thing. The 
cause is good…to help find a cure for Multiple Sclerosis, is there something wrong with that? By 
itself of course not. But riding through nature, with all of that going by…why am I in my own 
world? Why am I not listening to what is all around me? Why would I consider the majesty of 
creation to be a distraction at all? 
 
I do not think I chose poorly in focusing on my training, but I can be wiser and extend my view to 
include more. There is a lot happening around us all the time. A lot of the time, this tends to be 
our personal baggage. But if we shut everything out completely, we can miss out on the marvels 
that God has put around us as well. 
 
Sometimes I feel like there is a huge weight on top of me and that I need to focus everything on 
getting it taken care of. I can try and block out everything else because those are distractions for 
my current focus. During those times, it is really important to still listen and see what is around us, 
not to get distracted by them, but to be able to hear God’s message even when we are at our 
lowest. It is not easy to do, but the Word is all around us and can appear in any form, all we need 
to do is listen for it. 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.” (Matthew 11:15 [NIV]) 
 

Alexander Mak 
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Financial Update July 31, 2019 
       

  

Cash Fow as of July 31 

, 2019   

Income Y-T-D 2019 Y-T-D 2019 Y-T-D 2018 Variance to    Variance to   Annual 2019 

 Actual Budget Prev Year  Budget Prev Year  

Offerings 67,238 65,333 73,438 1,905 -6,200 112,000 

External Income 115,106 115,383 113,542 -277 1,564 197,800 

 182,344 180,716 186,980 1,628 -4,636 309,800 
       

       

Expenses       

Operations 112,975 152,194 58,969 39,219 -54,006 260,905 
Benevolence 22,288 23,432 26,662 1,144 4,374 40,170 
Programs 19,381 23,508 12,072 4,127 -7,309 40,300 

Staff Costs 85,427 84,865 62,667 -562 -22,760 145,483 

Total Expenses 240,071 283,999 160,370 43,928 -79,701 486,858 
       

Excess or Loss -57,727 -103,283 26,610 -42,300 21,974 -177,058 

       

Amounts Collected for Others: Received     

CLWR  530     

Misc Designated Income   500     

The Olive Branch  250     

  1,280     

       
Treasurer's Comments: 

The finances at St. Ansgar are in good order.  Offerings and Total Income are slightly up in compari-
son to budget - however offerings are down $6200 in comparison to last year.     

Expenses are much higher than last year as we had budgeted to complete building improvements 
including the boiler replacement.    

The boiler was  successfully replaced in June  to a more energy efficient and less maintenance unit. 

St. Ansgar Endowment Fund:    
         

The Endowment Fund has accepted gifts of donations of $1,313 this calendar year.  $836.58 in inter-
est earned on our balance was recently paid out to the Olive Branch.    
 
The current balance in the Endowment Fund is $48,047.  

Jayne Wagner  



 P A G E  6                  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9  

Rally Sunday  -  September 8  
I hope everyone is enjoying the summer weather! 
 

Please mark your calendars that Rally Sunday at St  Ansgar will be on Sunday, 
September 8, 2019. 
 

Pastor Pamela will bless the children’s backpacks (and your tote/briefcases etc.) 
  
AND the Sunday School aged children will be treated to a drummin workshop  
to kickstart the Sunday School program. 
 

If you have not yet registered your child/children yet, please contact me as soon 
as you this issue of Family Doings and I will attempt to ensure we have enough 
drums for everyone. 
 
If you have any changes to your contact information or if your child/children have 
any allergies or medical conditions that we should be aware of, please let meknow 
by Rally Sunday. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Peace and blessings,  
 

Louise Clunas 
Sunday School Co-ordinator 
lclunas@gmail.com 
647-687-5018 cell  
 

New Sunday School Teacher 
We are excited to announce that starting in September 2019 St Ansgar will have a 
paid Sunday School teacher.  Hannah Kim is a graduate of Tyndale Seminary and 
holds a Master of Divinity degree with a major in Biblical Studies.  She is a mature 
and thoughtful individual.  She looks forward to helping St Ansgar children grow and 
learn about Christ. 

Over the next few weeks please take the time to introduce yourself to Hannah and 
welcome her to St Ansgar. 

Wendy Paroyan & Louise Clunas, Education Committee 
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Save the Dates 
Sunday, September 8   Rally Sunday               see page 6 for details 
 

Sunday, September 15  Education & Youth Meeting              9:30 am 
 

Sunday, September 22  Annual BBQ lunch                    see page 8 for details 
 

Tuesday, September 26  CCC 75th Anniversary Service & Recep    7:00 pm 
        Yorkminster Park Baptist Church,     1585 Yonge St.  
 

Sunday, September 29  Worship Committee Mtg     following worship 
 

Sunday, October 20  Soup and Bible Study                 Watch for more info 
 

Sunday, November 17  International Children’s Day 
     Soup and Bible Study 
 

Saturday, November 9  HEW Event at St.Ansgar         Watch for more info 

                                                                        Seniors Exercise Classes  

      The Tuesday 10 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health. 
   The Wednesday 11:30 a.m. class will focus on Yoga    
   and Stretching.   Tuesday classes are in the narthex and  
   Wednesday classes are in the Fellowship Hall. 
     
                                        

     No charge! 
                            All are welcome!  
 
 

   Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also  
   members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone 
   that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.  

                  Safe Steps Brochure  
With this Family Doings, the Council is distributing the 2-page brochure as a reminder 
about the Safe Steps policy which explains St Ansgar’s commitments to protecting our 
children, youth & those who minister to & with them.  A more detailed 30-page policy is 
available for those interested.  Please take a moment to review the brochure and don't 
hesitate to contact me or any council member with questions about it. 
 

Wendy Paroyan 
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6th Annual BBQ -  September 22 
     St. Ansgar 6th Annual BBQ – Sunday September 22, 2019. 
Please join us after church service for our annual BBQ! Kindly let us know that you plan to attend 
– sign up lists are in the narthex or send an email to admin@stansgar.ca and let us know how 
many members of your family will be attending and the breakdown of beef burgers, veggie burg-
ers or hot dogs. There will also be salads and desserts. We want to be sure we have plenty of 
food!   Don’t miss it - it’s a great day to get back in touch with all your St. Ansgar friends after a 
wonderful summer! Contact Jayne Wagner for more information or to volunteer to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     ALL ARE WELCOME! 

          Confirmation Classes 
Confirmation Classes will begin again in September. Please call Pastor Pamela to 
register your child or for more information about the classes. 
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Confirmation June 2019 
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"Don't tell me the sky is the limit when there are footprints on the moon" 

On August 14, I visited The Moon Exhibit at the Aga Khan museum along with Pastor Pam-
ela, Elsie Duval and Alex Max expecting to see historic displays commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Man's landing on the moon. To my pleasant surprise we were treated to 
much more. We learned about the role the moon has played in faith, science and the arts 
across the Muslim world and beyond. The displays included art, scrolls, artifacts, and inter-
active stations all inviting us to observe and imagine the moon in new and different ways. 
The culmination of our visit was a 5 metre diameter interior lit topographically accurate 
moon suspended between the two floors of the museum. 

I thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated walking through this exhibit in the company of other 
church members. We were able to share our fascination with the exhibits, along with our 
own stories and knowledge. I know my visit would have been a lot shorter if I had attended 
on my own. 

I want to acknowledge Wendy Paroyan for organizing this event which was free, by the 
way, except for the cost of parking. Wendy had researched this event to make it more ac-
cessible and attractive for all! Thank you Wendy! 
 
Donna Valaitis 

 
 

         The Moon: A Voyage Through Time 



  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9                                   P A G E  1 1  

 
 

      
  
 Daniel Pastia   September 1  
 Birgit Ratz-Cheung  September 2 
 Romina Bagheri  September 4 
 Rosemarie Mackness September 4 
 Beverly Morningstar  September 4 
 Kirsten Weind-Matthews September 4 
 Peter Wagner  September 5 
 David Veights  September 9 
 Edgar DaSilva  September 13 
 Diane Bestvater  September 14 
 James Heslop  September 14 
 Richard Heslop  September 14
 Nicholas Niestrawski  September 17
 Don Taylor   September 18 
 Tiffany Bunbury-Pelley September 22 
 Laura Wagner  September 23 
 David Weind   September 27
 Mark Weind   September 28
    

September Birthdays 

 
 Kastania Horber-Safwat September 1 
 Leslie Porter   September 9 
           Eric Eirikson   September 12 
 Sarah Weind   September 12 
 Logan Heslop  September 13 
 Joshua DaSilva  September 16 
 Christina Weldon  September 16 
 Katherine McDonald September 18 
 Lisa Weldon   September 18 
 Karl Hauer    September 19 
 Chase Friedrich  September 20 
 Dylan Battaglio  September 21 
 Gavin Battaglio  September 21 
 Daphne Molinaro  September 24 
 

  Baptismal Anniversaries 


