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    From the Pastor 

 

                                           Greeting to you all! 
 

                   I pray each one of you experienced a Christmas filled with God’s love and a sense of peace. We        

            have now entered into a New Year! Some of the gifts this season offers to each of us are; a renewed  

     hope, strength, wisdom, unconditional love, and a renewed vision and passion for us to draw upon with-

in our mission as “God’s beloved Children”. We can not do any of this on our own! One blessing, we re-

ceive from God is that we are part of “The Body of Christ” working together and therefore never alone! 
 

Many people find that traditions are important! How wonderful that we have the flexibility and opportunity 

to keep traditions from the past that are meaningful and helpful, and also weave together, introduce, and 

experience, new traditions for the present time and to help us journey into the future! 
 

On January 5th our worship service began with prayer, an inscription being chalked above the door entering 

the sanctuary, and our asking God’s Blessing on this Church for the new year. 
 

I invite you to look for the inscription when entering the sanctuary here at St. Ansgar. You may find it 

helpful to take some time to reflect on blessings within your life, traditions you find helpful within both 

your personal life and congregational life, and where God’s “call“ is guiding, within the needs of the world 

around us! 
 

I have included part of the January 5th service used from “Sundays and Seasons” below, to be used by any-

one who might find this to be meaningful and helpful within your homes. Feel free to insert “house” for 

“church” and then insert meaningful parts of life that take place within the walls of your home. 

O God, you have been our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.  

As we welcome this new year 2020, bless us with peace.  

Fill our days with the light of Christ, lead us on the path of life until we see you in our heavenly home. You live and 

reign forever and ever. Amen 

May peace be to this church and to all who enter here for worship, learning, daycare, support in many different 

ways, and fellowship. By wisdom a church is built and through understanding it is established;                                                                 

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. 
 

As we prepare to ask God's blessing on this church let us listen to the words of scripture…. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen his glory,he glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” John 1:1-16 
 

(The inscription we marked on the inside wall above the door of the sanctuary is found below in bold)  

20 + C M B + 20 
The numbers 20 and 20 refer to the calendar year 2020, the crosses stand for Christ,                                                                                                                                                       

and the letters C B M are an abbreviation of the Latin blessing- Christe, Mansionem, Benedicat. 

Christ, bless this house, and remain with us throughout the New Year. 
 

God is blessing each one of us daily and continues to work within and through each of our lives! 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Pamela  
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Next  Council  
Meeting will be  
Monday, February 24, 
2019, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

The next issue of 
Family Doings will be 
the March Issue. 
Deadline, February 25 
2020. 

 

Our Church 
 
Worship: Every Sunday, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. followed by coffee and refreshments.  
We have a wheelchair accessible building. 
 
Baptism & Marriage: To discuss w eddings and baptism (for yourself or your child), 
please call Pastor Pamela 1 (289) 321-2727.  

Book/Movie of the Month 

 

Education and Youth Education and Youth Church Council 
 

 
 

The Church Annual Meeting has been set for  

Sunday, February 2, 2020  

in the Fellowship Hall after our service!   

All Our Welcome and Lunch will be served! 

 

We like to show the life of St. Ansgar  

so we encourage you to forward pictures   

that you have taken of any congregational events  

to admin@stansgar.ca.  We would love to include  

pictures people have taken in our Bulletins,  

Family Doings Newsletter, Annual Reports, etc.   

    

   Families are reminded that there are children and youth  

   bulletins as well as colouring pages and crayons  

   at the back of the church for children to use during the  

   worship service. 
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Outreach and Evangelism 
The year that is me 

A new decade has started. And this first 
year is going to be even longer since we 
have that extra 24 hours to go through in 
February. Every four years the winter will 
not only feel like it is forever but will really 
be one more day to go through. If there was 
some machine that I can use to skip over 
these parts that are “blah” time and go on to 
the next stage which is spring and new 
life…that would be just great! 
 

This past Christmas was the first one after my mom passed away. My dad passed away 13 years ago so this 
is the first Christmas where my parents are no longer around. There may have been some unpleasant memo-
ries of past Christmases, but those are memories, nonetheless. What it really means is that there will never be 
any new memories with the two of them, good or bad. 
I thought that when January rolls around, I can get a new start with a clean slate to the year. I planned on 
making this year “MY Year”…but in the end, things happen and there is a new weight put on my shoulders 
once again. 
 
It seems the peace and tranquility that I was hoping to find; the things that I was hoping would make this 
MY Year; they are out of reach or maybe they just aren’t meant to be. Is that it? Am I destined to be misera-
ble this year? 
On the flip side, it is when we are in this downside that we tend to seek the light. When everything is going 
well, there is a tendency to be content with life. There would be no need to seek the light because we feel 
that we are already in it. 
 
I wonder how bad life was for the magi of old, when they decided to seek out Jesus at his birth? What was 
going on in their lives and society that lead them to seek out this Son of Man – King of Kings – Messiah – 
Saviour? They must have kept at it for a while. It is not like they had the Internet and Google to help them 
back in those times. Figuring out what signs to look for and then to just go and follow this speck of light in 
the sky believing it would lead them properly. They might have even failed in their first few attempts, but we 
do not know that. No one ever talks about the failures, only the successes. 
It would have been a hard journey for the wise men to seek out the light that is Jesus. They did not give up. 
In the end, they were rewarded with the joy and understanding that they have found the Saviour. They were 
overjoyed when they returned home, mostly because they have found peace, love, hope, purpose and mean-
ing.  
 
The wise men went out seeking something good in a world that had a lot of mistrust like King Herod. They 
kept at it when they were probably going through a tough time, even hitting figurative roadblocks. In the 
end, they were handsomely rewarded. They left to go back home afterwards, and one can assume that they 
brought that hope, purpose and meaning with them so that others would be able to share in the same joy. 
The year just started for me. If I want to make this MY Year, I must keep seeking that light even when I am 
in the dark. I must keep looking for hope when I feel hopeless. I must keep looking for purpose and meaning 
when things seem lost. When I find it in the end, I will be overjoyed, and I look forward to being able to 
share that joy with everyone as well. 
 

Alexander Mak 
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The Christmas Pageant took place on December 15 with 19 children (including 2 
confirmation youth) presenting the play “Room at the Inn,” which included the 
songs “Joy to the World,” “Away in a Manger,” and “Peace, Peace/Silent Night.” 
Starting in November, I led script practices during Sunday School, and Rashaan 
led music rehearsals after the worship service.  Donna Valaitas organized the cos-
tumes and helped outfit the children on pageant day with the help of Sunday 
School teachers Hannah and Gabriel. David Weind made sure the microphones in 
the sanctuary were in good working order, which was absolutely essential. The 
choir accompanied the children in singing “Peace, Peace/Silent Night,” which 
was made even more beautiful by Erin Bestvater on violin and Rashaan on pi-
ano.  During the offering and communion, the following children played piano or 
violin solos: Keira Weldon, Hannah Rothe, Nicholas Niestrawski, and Ella 
Rothe. Thank you to everyone involved in the pageant for making this a very 
special service. Thank you also to the parents and grandparents who faithfully 
brought the children to the practices. 
 
-  Respectfully submitted by Leah-Ann Lymer   
 

Christmas Pageant 
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Ground Hog Day 2020 

 

There are twenty eight days in February and once in four years twenty nine. Our 
ground hog Wairton Willie prefers Febuary the 2nd and that seems to suit him 
just fine. 
 

That’s the day each year he gives us some hope 
that we may have an early spring.  That isn’t his 
only spill, but it is his special thing. 
 

His predictions have mostly come true, over the 
past many years so lets hope February 2nd is a 
dark gloomy day, so that no trace of his shadow 
appears.  Because if he sees his own shadow, it 
means six more weeks of cold.  That may or 
may not be true but its what we’ve always been 
told. 
 

To some, this bit of old folk bore may sound insane even stupid or silly.   
My standard resort to such a remark is:  Wairton Wilkie! 
 
 

Old Eric 
 

Deborah McCracken-Nangereke will be coming to St. Ansgar’s on Sunday, 
March 22nd and update us on the latest happenings at the Olive Brach for Chil-
dren including the progress that Joseph,  our sponsored child, has been making. 
Also, please note that tickets for the 15th Annual Gala Dinner and Dance to be 
held on Friday, May 1st, 2020 at the Bellvue Manor, 8083 Jane Street,  Vaughan 
can already be purchased on the internet at www.theolivebranchforchildren.org  
Heidi Fiebig 

 
    
 
  

The Olive Branch 

http://www.theolivebranchforchildren.org
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Please note the important dates below for  
Confirmation Students.  

 

   Confirmation classes  
Feb 2 (attending annual meeting) Feb 16, Mar 1,  

 March 29, April 5, April 19, May 3, May 24 
 
      Confirmation Sunday will be on May 31st, 2020.  

Important Dates for Confirmation Students 

Youth Event 

Youth ages 11 and up, come on out to a Youth Event on March 7
th

 

from 1-3:00 pm at St. Ansgar. The afternoon will include an “Escape 

Room” game and the oppor tunity to create your own unique pizza! 
Feel free to bring your friends. Please let Pastor Pamela and Gabriel 
know if you plan to attend as we need to have an idea of numbers for our 
planning. Please let us know if you have any dietary restrictions and/or 
food allergies. For more information or questions, and to let us know you 
plan to take part, please contact Pastor Pamela at       pastor@stansgar.ca   
Hope to see you at the Youth Event! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastor@stansgar.ca


  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0                            P A G E  7  

 

 

 Group Activity Corner 

 

These activities offer fellowship, learning and fun.  In December we attended a 
Christmas concert led by the Hannaford Street Silver Band and Bach Children’s 
Chorus.  This was a most uplifting experience of music, culture, an intermission 
with cider and goodies and even audience participation.   Picture the entire  
audience standing and singing Hark, the Harold Angels Sing along with two Bach 
Choirs and a brass band. Just wonderful! 
 

For more information about any activity below contact  
Donna Valaitis  donnavalaitis@yahoo.com or 416-492-9025 

 
February Activity 

March Activity 

CREATING SANCTUARY 
AGA KHAN MUSEUM 

Date: Saturday, March 21, 2020, 2 pm 
Price: $20 Adults $12 students and seniors 

From safe haven to sacred space to something entirely unique: 
the concept of “sanctuary” has a different meaning for each of 
the 36 artists in the Museum exhibition Sanctuary. In this talk 
celebrating its opening, the curators share their experiences 
creating, with the artists, a space where we can contemplate 

our shared humanity. 

   

Do you like to Cross Country Ski or Snowshoe? 
If, YES then join us for some outdoor Fun and St. Ansgar Fel-
lowship. 

 
When:    A Saturday in February  - Snow dependent 
Where:    Hardwood Hills Ski and Bike  
                (North of Barrie, 1.5 hour drive from Toronto) 
Timing:   Leave St. Ansgar at 8:30am.   Return Late after-
noon. 
Travel:    Carpooling will be arranged as needed. 

 
Visit the "Hardwood Hills Ski and Bike" website to learn about 
ski and snowshoe rentals, snow conditions and much more   
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Bible Circle and Soup 

    The Tuesday 10:30 a.m. class will focus on Heart Health. 
   The Wednesday 11:00 a.m. class will focus on Yoga    
    and Stretching.  Tuesday classes are in the Fellowship Hall and  
    Wednesday classes are in the Narthex. 
     
                                        

     No charge! 
                            All are welcome!  
 
 

    Members and friends of St. Ansgar are invited but also  
   members of the neighbouring community. If you know anyone 
   that could benefit from these classes please tell them about it.  

Come nourish your heart and soul after having exercised your body! 
Join us for: Bible Circle and Soup  
 

 Dates:  
 Wednesday, February 19 
 Wednesday, March 4 
 Wednesday, March 18 
 
 Time: 12:00 noon 
  (following the Wednesday morning  
 Fitness class) 
 

      Where: St Ansgar’s Boardroom 

Seniors Exercise Class 
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CLAY AUG 20-23, 2020 IN CALGARY, ALBERTA 

 

HI to All Youth ages 14-19 as of Dec 2020 of St Ansgar!   
                                                     
  Are you interested in attending the CLAY gathering this summer,  
 from August 20th until 23rd 2020, in Calgary, Alberta! 
  

 CLAY is the Canadian Lutheran and Anglican Youth Gathering which is 
held every two years for Lutheran and Anglican Youth. The theme for the coming 
CLAY Gathering is “EnRoute”.  
  
Youth need to be 14 to 19 years old as of December 31st of the year of the gather-
ing. Are you interested? We have generous funding available for this adventure!  
 

Youth leaders 18+ are needed too (http://claygather ing.ca/clay-crew/).  
  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
 

Peace and blessings, Pastor Pamela       
 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME • FREE ADMISSION • BRING A FRIEND 
EGLINTON ST. GEORGE’S  
 
Beverley McLachlin Sunday, February 23, 2020 @12:30 Former Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Canada Accessing Justice Access to justice is a fundamen-
tal need of people in the 21st Century. Yet providing people access to the justice 
system  in our complex post-modern world is challenging. We need to rethink 
how we provide justice to citizens if we want to meet this challenge. Beverley 
was 17th Chief Justice of Canada from 2000 to 2017, the first woman to hold that 
position and the longest serving Chief Justice in Canadian  
history. 
 
 
 
 
 

Compassionate Justice Speaker Series  

http://claygathering.ca/clay-crew/
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Contemporary Vesper Service  
 
St. Ansgar is pleased to welcome you to an evening of Contempo-
rary Vespers (evening service) on Saturday, February 22, 2020.   
This evening vesper service, led by Pastor Pamela and include 
musical compositions by our Music Director, Rashaan Allwood, and 
performed together with both St. Ansgar's Youth and Adult Choirs 
and 40 other talented musicians.    
 

The musical accompaniments will 
include soloists, violins, violas, 
cellos, bass, flute, clarinets, e-
flat tenor horn, bassoon, bass 
drum (36’), singing bowl, tuned 
sleigh bells, wind gong, timpani 
(30’ and 32’), splash, mbira, 
slapstick, triangle. 
This evening is sure to be a spe-
cial night filled with original 
works of music not to be 
missed!! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS - 
FOR SATURDAY  
FEBRUARY 22nd, 2020 
 
6:30 PM: The musicians, from 
both the local Toronto Area and 
across Canada, will perform vari-
ous types of original musical 
compositions which have been inspired from their life journey. 
7:10 PM:  Please join us for coffee in the Narthex. 
7:30 PM:  The Contemporary Vesper Service will begin.   
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            Annual Pancake Supper Invite 
We have been invited to join with St. Timothy’s Anglican 

Church for their Annual Pancake Supper 
On Shrove Tuesday, February 25th at 5:30-7 p.m. 

 

 
 

Pancakes, Sausages, Ice-cream!! 
Cost $6 per person, $3 children under 12, 

Free Children under 5  
 

Want to Help? 

Please sign up in the narthex. 
 

St. Timothy’s Anglican Church 

100 Old Orchard Grove 

at the corner of Jedburgh Rd. an Old Orchard Grove 

Use the entrance on the east side for direct access to the basement. 

Annual Pancake Supper Invite 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, February 2     Annual Meeting  
      Lunch will be provided after  
      worship service     
   
Saturday, February 15  Cross Country Skiing   
 
Sunday, February  16  Confirmation class after service 
 
Wednesday, February 19  Soup and Bible Circle 12 Noon 
 
Saturday, February 22  Evening Contemporary Vesper Service 
      Music 6:30pm Coffee 7:10pm & 
      Vespers 7:30pm 
 
Sunday, February 23  Transfiguration of Our Lord, Youth &   
      Children part of service; Rite of    
      burning palms following the service 
 
Tuesday, February 25  Pancake supper with St. Timothy 5:30pm 
 
Wednesday, February 26  Ash Wednesday Service 7Pm 
      With the Imposition of  Ashes  
      Youth & Children part of service 
 

 
Saturday, March 1   First Sunday in Lent, with the Imposition of  
      Ashes at the beginning of the service. 
      Confirmation Class after service 
 
Wednesday, March 4  Soup and Bible Circlle; 12 Noon 
 
Saturday, March 7   Escape room and pizza making for   
      youth 11 & over 1-3pm 
 
Wednesday, March 18  Soup and Bible Circle; Noon 
 
Saturday, March 21   Aga Kahn Museum, 2:00pm 
      Keynote talk Sanctuary  
 
Sunday March 22   Education, Youth & Adult Ed     
      committee meeting after service 
 
Sunday March 29   Confirmation class after service 



  F A M I L Y  D O I N G S  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0                            P A G E  1 3  

 

 

    
 

 

Shelly Lowe  February 1 
Shannon Niestrawski February 2 
Erik Clunas   February 3 
Jan Woelfle   February 14 
Peter Lutek   February 18 
Laura Wagner  February 18 
Jayne Wagner  February 26 

Alex Niestrawski  February 2 
Erika Wagner  February 2 
Liam Weldon  February 8 
Heidi Fiebig  February 11 
Erik Clunas   February 12 
Christopher Giuliani February 16 
Vaiva Yaeger  February 16 
Johnathan Howcroft February 18 
Anthony D’Amore February  24 
Samantha Veights February  24 
Kim Yee   February  28 

Birthdays & Baptismal Anniversaries 

February Birthdays 

Baptismal Anniversaries 


